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Women in the Struggle for Peace and Security

By Claudia Jones

O~ INTERNATIONAL WoOMEN’Ss Day
this year, millions of women in the
world-wide camp of peace headed
by the mighty land of Socialism will
muster their united forces to make
March 8, 1950, a day of demonstra-
tive struggle for peace, freedom and
women's rights.

In our own land, there will be
over fifty celebrations. On New
York’s Lower East Side, original site
of this historic American-born day
of struggle for equal rights for wo-
men, and in major industrial states,
such as Illinois, Ohio, Michigan,
Pennsylvania, California, Massa-
chusetts, and Connecticut, broad
united-front meetings of women for
peace will be held. “Save the Peace!”
“Halt Production of the A-Bomb!”
“Negotiate with the Soviet Union
to Outlaw Atomic Weapons!”—these
are the slogans of women in the
US.A. on International Women’s

Day.
THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE

The special significance of this
holiday this year, its particular mean-
ing for labor, progressives, and Com-

munists, and for American working
women generally, is to be found in
the widespread condemnation, among
numerous sections of the American
people, of Truman’s cold-blooded
order to produce the hydrogen bomb
and to inaugurate a suicidal atomic
and hydrogen weapon race.

Not to the liking of the imperialist
ideologists of the “American Cen-
tury” is the growing indication by
millions of American women of their
opposition to war, their ardent de-
sire for peace, their rejection of the
Truman-bipartisan war policy.

As in the Protestant women’s
groups, many women’s organiza-
tions are opposed to the North At-
lantic war pact, which spells misery
for the masses of American women
and their families. This develop-
ment coincides with the policy stand
of progressive women's organizations
that have been outspoken in demands
for peaceful negotiations of differ-
ences with the Soviet Union, for the
outlawing of atomic weapons, for
ending the cold war.

Typical of the shocked reaction to
Truman’s order for H-bomb produc-
tion was the statement of the Wo-
men’s International League for Peace




and Freedom demanding that Secre-
tary of State Dean Acheson “make
clear by action as well as by words
that the United States desires nego-
tiations and agreement” with the So-
viet Union. This is necessary, the
statement added, to avoid “bringing
down upon this nation the condem-
nation of the world.” This organiza-
tion also expressed its opposition to
Acheson’s suggestion for the resump-
tion of diplomatic relations between
U.N. members and Franco-Spain, as
well as to the proposed extension of
the peace-time draft law.

These and other expressions of op-
position to the Administration’s H-
bomb policy by notable women’s or-
ganizations and leaders merge with
the significant grass-roots united-
front peace activities developing 1n
many communities. For example, in
Boston, as a result of a “Save the
Peace—Outlaw the A-Bomb” peace
ballot circulated last November, a
permanent, broad united-front wom-
en’s organization, “Minute Women
for Peace,” has been established. In
that city, within ten days, over 6,000
women from church, trade-union,
fraternal, Negro, civic and middle-
class-led women’s organizations
signed peace ballots urging outlawing
of the A-Bomb. In Philadelphia, a
Women's Commitee For Peace has
addressed to President Truman a
ballot to “Outlaw the H-Bomb—Vote
for Peace.” Similar developments
have taken place in Pasadena and
Chicago. The wide response of wo-
men of all political opinions to these

ballots is but an index of the readi-
ness of American women to chal-
lenge the monstrous Truman-{&che—
son doctrine that war is inevitable.
Emulation of these development 1n
other cities, particularly among
working-class and Negro women, 1
certainly on the order of the day.
Indicative of the determination of
women, not only to register their
peace sentiments, but to fight for
peace, is the coalescing on a com-
munity basis, following such ballot-
ings, of women’s peace commitlees.
The orientation of these committees
is to convene women’s peace confer-
ences, in alliance with the general
peace movement Now developing.
The widespread peace sentiments,
particularly of the women and the
youth in their millions, must be or-
ganized and given direction and ef-
fective, militant expression. This is
necessary, since the monopolist rul-
ers are doing everything possible to
deceive the people and to paralyze
their will to fight for peace. Particu-
larly insidious agents of the war-
makers are the Social-Democratic
and reformist labor leaders, the re-
actionary Roman Catholic hierarchy,
and the American agents of the fas-
cist Tito gang of imperialist spies,
whose main task is to confuse, split
and undermine the peace camp.
Hence, a fundamental condition
for rallying the masses of American
women into the peace camp is to
free them from the influence of the
agents of imperialism and to arouse
their sense of internationalism with
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millions upon millions of their sisters
the world over; to protest the re-
pressive and death-dealing measures
carried through against the countless
women victims by Wall Street’s pup-
pets in Marshallized Italy, in fascist
Greece and Spain; to link them in
solidarity with the anti-imperialist
women united 8o million strong in
59 lands in the Women’s Interna-
tional Democratic Federation, who
are in the front ranks of the struggle
for peace and democracy.

In these lands, anti-fascist women
collect millions of signatures for the
outlawing of the A-bomb, against the
Marshall Plan and Atlantic war pact,
for world disarmament, etc. In the
German Democratic Republic, five
million signatures were collected by
women for outlawing the A-bomb.
In Italy, the Union of Italian Women
collected more than 2 million such
signatures for presentation to the De
Gasperi government. In France, wo-
men conducted demonstrations when
bodies of dead French soldiers were
returned to their shores as a result of
the Marshall-Plan-financed war of
their own government against the
heroic Viet-Namese. In Africa, wo-
men barricaded the roads with their
bodies to prevent their men from
being carted away as prisoners in a
militant strike struggle charged with
slogans of anti-colonialism and peace.
And who can measure the capitalist
fear of emulation by American Ne-
gro and white women of these peace
struggles, particularly of the women
of China (as reflected in the All-
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Asian Women's Conference held last
December in Peking), whose feudal
bonds were severed forever as a re-
sult of the major victory of the
Chinese people’s revolution?

These and other significant anti-
imperialist advances, achieved in
united-front struggle, should serve
to inspire the growing struggles of
American women and heighten their
consciousness of the need for mili-
tant united-front campaigns around
the burning demands of the day,
against monopoly oppression, against
war and fascism.

REACTION’S IDEOLOGICAL
AND POLITICAL ATTACKS
AGAINST WOMEN

American monopoly capital can
offer the masses of American women,
who compose more than one-half of
our country’s population, a program
only of war and fascism. Typical of
the ideology governing this war per-
spective was the article in the recent
mid-century issue of Life magazine
entitled “Fifty Years of American
Women.” That “contribution” did
not hold out the promise to American
women along the demagogic 2000
A.D. line of Truman’s State of the
Union annual message, but brazenly
offered the fascist triple-K (Kinder-
Kiiche-Kirche) pattern of war and
a “war psychology” for American
women !

The author, Winthrop Sargeant,
drawing upon the decadent, Nazi-
adopted “theorist,” Oswald Spengler,
propounded his cheap philosophy on




the expensive Luce paper

. that only in wartime do the
sexes achieve a normal relationship to
each other. The male assumes his
dominant heroic role, and the female,
playing up to the male, assumes her
proper and normal function of being
feminine, glamorous and inspiring.
With the arrival of peace a decline sets
in. The male becomes primarily a meal
ticket and the female becomes a sexless
frump, transferring her interest from
the male to various unproductive in-
tellectual pursuits or to neurotic occu-
pations, such as bridge or politics.
Feminine civilization thus goes to pot
until a new challenge in the form of
wartime psychology restores the bal-
ance.

The real intent of such ideology
should be obvious from its barbarous,
vulgar, fascist essence. The aim of
this and other numerous anti-woman
“theories” is to hamper and curb wo-
men’s progressive social participa-
tion, particularly in the struggle for
peace. This has been the alpha and
omega of bourgeois ideological at-
tacks upon women since the post-
war betrayal of our nation’s commit-
ments to its wartime allies.

Such ideology accompanies the de-
veloping economic crisis and penal-
izes especially the Negro women, the
working women and the working
class generally, but also women on
the farms, in the offices and in the
professions, who are increasingly en-
tering the struggle to resist the wors-
ening of their economic status.

Not always discerned by the labor-

progressive forces, however, is the
nature of this ideological attack,
which increasingly is masked as at-
tacks on woman’s femininity, her
womanliness, her pursuit of personal
and family happiness. Big capital
accelerates its reactionary ideological
offensive against the people with forc-
ible opposition to women’s social
participation for peace and for her
pressing economic and social de-
mands.

None of these attacks, however, has
been as rabid as the recent “foreign
agent” charge falsely levelled by the
Department of Justice against the
Congress of American Women on
the basis of that organization’s former
affiliation with the Women’s Inter-
national Democratic Federation.

Only the most naive, of course, are
startled at the attack against this
progressive women’s organization,
whose policies, domestic and inter-
national, were always identified with
the progressive camp. The C.A.W.
leadership, in its press statement, an-
swered the continuing attack of the
Justice Department, which demands
“retroactive compliance” with the
undemocratic  Kellar - McCormack
Act, despite the organization’s
disaffiliation from the W.ILD.F.
(under protest). The statement
pointed out that this organiza-
tion has been harassed from its very
birth precisely because of its advanced
policy stand and activities for peace,
child welfare and education, Negro-
white unity and equal rights for
women. Incumbent on labor-progres-

sives is the expression of full support
for the struggles of women against
these and other attacks and for the
National Bread and Butter Confer-
ence on Child Care to be held in
Chicago on April 15-16. The call for
this conference indicates a broad,
united-front sponsorship that includes
C.A.W. leaders and demands use of
government surpluses and the diver-
sion of war funds to feed the nation’s
needy children.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
OF WOMEN WORKERS

Any true assessment of women’s
present status in the United States
must begin with an evaluation of
the effects of the growing economic
crisis upon the working women, farm
women, workers’ wives, Negro wo-
men, women of various national ori-
gins, etc. The ruthless Taft-Hartley-
employer drive to depress the work-
ers’ wage standards and abolish la-
bor’s right to strike and bargain col-
lectively, as well as the wholesale
ouster of Negro workers from many
industries, was presaged by the post-
war systematic displacement of wo-
men from basic industry. While wo-
men constituted 36.1 percent of all
workers in 1945, this figure was re-
duced to 27.6 percent by 1947. De-
spite this, there still remains a sizable
force of 17)2 million women work-
ers in industry, approximately three
million of whom are organized in
the trade unions, the vast majority
being still unorganized.

The sparse economic data available

7

show that the burdens of the crisis
are increasingly being placed on the
backs of women workers, who re-
ceive unequal wages, are victims of
speed-up and face a sharp challenge
to their very right to work. Older
women workers are increasingly be-
ing penalized in the growing lay-
offs. Close to 30 percent of the esti-
mated 6 million unemployed are
women workers.

Side by side with this reactionary
offensive against their living stand-
ards, women workers have increas-
ing economic responsibilities. More
than half of these women, as re-
vealed in a survey by the Women’s
Bureau of the U.S. Department of
Labor, are economic heads of fam-
ilies. The continued expulsion of
women from industry, the growing
unemployment of men and youth, as
well as the high, monopoly-fixed
prices of food and consumer goods
generally, are impoverishing the
American family and taking a heavy
toll on the people’s health.

Impoverishment has hit the farm
women to an alarming degree. Al-
most 70 percent of all farm families
earned less than $2000 in 1948, when
the growing agricultural crisis was
only in its first stage.

Women workers still find a large
gap between their wages and those
of men doing the same work, while
wages of Negro women are particu-
larly depressed below the minimum
wage necessary to sustain life.

There are increasing trends toward
limited curricula for women students




and limited opportunities for women
in the professions. Employment
trends also show increasing penaliza-
tion of married women workers who
constitute more than half of all
working women.

The attempt by employers to fo-
ment divisions between men and
women workers—to create a “sex an-
tagonism”—is an increasing feature
of the offensive to depress the wages
of women and the working class in
general. Male workers are being told
that the dismissal of married women
and the “return of women to the
kitchen” will lead to an end of un-
employment among the male work-
ers. But this whole campaign against
“double earning” and for a “return
of women to the kitchen” is nothing
but a cloak for the reactionary, Taft-
Hartley offensive against wages,
working conditions and social secur-
ity benefits, with a view to a wide-
scale dumping of workers, male as
well as female.

It must be frankly stated that there
has been lethargy on the part of pro-
gressives in the labor movement in
answering and combatting this in-
solent demagogy. It should be pointed
out that the German finance capital-
ists also used this demagogic line
prior to the rise of Hitler. By per-
petuating the lying slogan that “wo-
man’s place is in the home,” mo-
nopoly capital seeks to conceal the
real source of the problems of all
workers.

Consequently this is a question of
attacks, not only against the masses

of women, but against the working
class as a whole. When we deal with
the situation of women workers, we
do so, not only to protect the most
exploited section of the working
class, but in order to rally labor-
progressives and our own Party for
work among the masses of women
workers, to lead them into the emerg-
ing anti-fascist, anti-war coalition.

TRADE UNIONS AND
WOMEN WORKERS

There is every evidence that work-
ing women’s militancy is increasing,
as evidenced last year in strikes in
such industries as electrical, commu-
nications, packinghouse and in
strikes of teachers and white-collar
workers. Have labor-progressives
grasped the significance of the vital
need for a trade-union program
based on concrete knowledge of the
conditions of the woman worker, an
understanding of reaction’s attacks on
her, economically, politically, socially?

Some Left-progressive unionists are
beginning to tackle this problem as
a decisive one. In New York District
No. 4 of UE, splendid initiative
was shown by the official establish-
ment of a Women’s Committee. Men
and women unionists participate
jointly to formulate a program and
to combat the growing unemploy-
ment trends, especially the ouster of
married women and their replace-
ment, at lower wages, by young girls
from high schools—a trend that af-
fects the wages of all workers. In
this union, also, conferences have

been held on the problems of the
women workers. Similarly, in Illi-
nois, an Armour packinghouse local
held a women’s conference with the
aim of enhancing the participation
of Negro and white women workers;
as the result of its educational work
and struggle, it succeeded in extend-
ing the leave for pregnancy from the
previous three-month limit to one
year.

But these instances are exceptions
and not the rule, and it would be
incorrect if we failed to state that
attitudes of male supremacy among
Left-progressives in unions and else-
where have contributed to the gross
lack of awareness of the need to
struggle for women’s demands in the
shops and departments. This bour-
geois ideology is reflected in the ac-
ceptance of the bourgeois attitude of
“normal toleration” of women in
industry as a “temporary” phenom-
enon. This dangerous, tenacious ide-
ology must be fought, on the basis
of recognition that the dynamics of
capitalist society itself means the
tearing of women away from the
home into industry as a permanent
part of the exploited labor force.
Marx and Engels, the founders of
scientific socialism, more than one-
hundred years ago exposed the pious
hypocrisy of the troubadours of capi-
talism who composed hymns about
the “glorious future” of the family
relationship under capitalism; they
noted the fact, which many progres-
sives too readily forget, that “by the
action of modern industry, all family

ties among the proletarians are torn
asunder. . . . The bourgeoisic has
torn away from the family its senti-
mental veil, and has reduced the
family relation to a mere money re-
lation” (Manifesto of the Communist
Party).

The absence of a special vehicle to
deal with the problems of women
workers in the unions has undoubt-
edly contributed to dealing with these
problems, not as a union question,
but solely as a woman’s question.
It is of course, both. But it must be
tackled as a special union responsi-
bility, with the Communists and pro-
gressives boldly in the forefront. In
many instances this approach would
improve rank-and-file struggles for
wage increases, against speed-up and
around other concrete demands, and
would also win militant unionists
for active participation within the
emerging rank-and-file movements.
In this connection, it is also necessary
to examine the just complaints of
many women trade unionists, par-
ticularly on a shop level, who are
concerned over the trend toward
fewer elected women officers, and the
relegation of women merely to ap-
pointive positions, as well as the un-
necessary pattern of “all-male organ-
ization” union structure on many
levels.

This entire question requires that
we take into account also the posi-
tion of the wives of trade unionists.

Indicative of the growing militancy
of workers’ wives is the role of min-
ers’ wives, hundreds of whom, Negro
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and white, recently picketed the
empty tipples in the mining camps of
West Virginia in support of the “no
contract, no work” struggle of their
fighting husbands, sons and broth-
ers. Similarly, in the longshore trade,
during the Local 968 strike in New
York, wives of workers, particularly
Negro and Italian women, played an
outstanding role. Likewise, in Gary
and South Chicago, wives of steel-
workers issued open letters of sup-
port for the miners’ struggle at the
steel plant gates, collected food, etc.

Reactionary propaganda is not at
all loath to exploit the wrong con-
cepts of many workers’ wives, who,
because of political backwardness
stemming from household drudgery,
lack of political participation, etc.,
often adopt the view that it is the
union, or the progressive movement,
that robs them of their men in rela-
tion to their own home responsibili-
ties.

Attention to the organization of
wives of working men by labor-
progressives and Communists there-
fore becomes an urgent political ne-
cessity. And key to avoiding past
errors is the enlisting of women
themselves, with the support of the
men, at the level of their readiness
to struggle.

THE EQUAL RIGHTS
AMENDMENT

In the context of these develop-
ments and attacks upon women’s
economic and social status, one must
also see the recent passage of the

Equal Rights Amendment in the
US. Senate by a 6319 vote. The
original amendment, sponsored by
the National Women’s Party, pro-
ceeding from an equalitarian con-
cept of women’s legal status in the
U.S., would have wiped out all pro-
tective legislation won by women
with the assistance of the trade
unions over the past decades. Objec-
tion to the original amendment by
labor-progressives and by our Party
led to the formation of a coalition of
some 43 organizations, including
such groups as the Women’s Trade
Union League, the U.S. Women’s
Bureau, the American Association of
University Women, C.1.O. and A. F.
of L. unions, the National Associa-
tion of Negro Women, etc.

A proper approach to such legisla-
tion today must primarily be based
on recognizing that it is projected
in the atmosphere of the cold war,
carrying with it a mandate for draft-
ing of women into the armed forces,
for the war economy. Without such
recognition, the present Amendment,
which now urges no tampering with
previously won protective legislative
gains for women workers, might
serve as an effective catch-all for
many unwary supporters of equal
rights for women.

Despite this danger, Left-progres-
sives should not fail to utilize the
broad debate already taking place to
expose women's actual status in law;
some 1,000 legal restrictions still oper-
ate at women'’s expense in NUMErous
states, and minimum-wage legisla-
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tion does not exist for over 1 million
Negro women domestic workers. A
demand for legislative hearings and
the exposure of the reactionary at-
tacks now prevalent in numerous
state legislatures against the legisla-
tive gains of women workers are
necessary to guarantee that no bill
for equal rights for women becomes
the law of the land without proper
safeguards protecting the special
measures meeting the needs of wo-
men workers. Perspective of a neces-
sary referendum carrying a 37-state
majority necessary to the bill's pas-
sage should not obscure the pos-
sibility that passage of the legislation
in its present form, or minus the pro-
tective clause, could serve as a means
of bipartisan electoral maneuvers for
1950 and the passage of the Amend-
ment in its original reactionary form.

A RICH HERITAGE
OF STRUGGLE

Before 1608 and since, American
women have made lasting contribu-
tions in the struggle for social prog-
ress: against slavery and Negro op-
pression, for equal rights for women
and women’s suffrage, against capi-
talist exploitation, for peace and for
Socialism. Special tribute must be
paid those heroic women who gave
their lives in the struggle for Social-
ism and freedom: Elsie Smith, Anna
Damon, Rose Pastor Stokes, Fanny
Sellins, Williana Burroughs and
Grace Campbell. In this period
of the U.S. monopoly drive to war
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and world domination, reaction pays
unwilling tribute to the role of Com-
munist women leaders by its deporta-
tion delirium. The present-day
struggles of progressive and Com-
munist women merge with the tradi-
tions and contributions of such great
anti-slavery fighters as Harriet Tub-
man and Sojourner Truth, of such
militant women proletarians as the
textile workers of 1848, of such wo-
men pioneers as Susan B. Anthony
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, of such
builders of America’s progressive
and working-class heritages as Kate
Richards O’Hare, Mother Jones,
Ella Reeve Bloor, Anita Whitney
and Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,

March 8 was designated Interna-
tional Women’s Day by the Interna-
tional Socialist Conference in 1910,
upon the initiative of Clara Zetkin,
the heroic German Communist
leader, who later electrified the world
with her brave denunciation of the
Nazis in Hitler’s Reichstag in 1933.
Already in 1907, Lenin demanded
that the woman question be specifi-
cally mentioned in Socialist pro-
grams because of the special prob-
lems, needs and demands of toiling
women. Present at the 1910 confer-
ence as a representative of the Rus-
sian Social-Democratic Labor Party,
Lenin strongly supported and urged
adoption of the resolution inaugurat-
ing International Women’s Day.
Thus did the American-initiated
March 8 become International Wom-
en’s Day.

The opportunist degeneration of



the leadership of the Second Inter-
national inevitably reduced the strug-
gle for the emancipation of women to
a paper resolution. Interested only in
catching votes, the Socialist parties
paid attention to the woman question
only during elections.

Lenin and Stalin restored and
further developed the revolutionary
Marxist position on the woman
question. Thus, Stalin declared:

There has not been a single great
movement of the oppressed in history
in which working women have not
played a part. Working women, who
are the most oppressed of all the op-
pressed, have never stood aloof, and
could not stand aloof, from the great
march of emancipation (Joseph Stalin;
A Political Biography, p. 65).

Lenin and Stalin taught that the
position of working women in capi-
talist society as “the most oppressed
of all the oppressed” makes them
more than a reserve, makes them a
full-fledged part, of the “regular
army” of the proletariat. Stalin
wrote:

.« . The female industrial workers
and peasants constitute one of the
biggest reserves of the working class.
. . . Whether this female reserve goes
with the working class or against it
will determine the fate of the prole-
tarian movement. . . . The first task
of the proletariat and of its vanguard,
‘the Communist Party, therefore, is to
wage a resolute struggle to wrest wom-
en, the women workers and peasants,
from the influence of the bour-
geoisie, politically to educate and to or-
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ganize the women workers and peas-
ants under the banner of the proletariat.
. . . But working women . . . are some-
thing more than a reserve. They may
and should become . . . a regular army
of the working class . . . fighting shoul-
der to shoulder with the great army
of the proletariat. . . . (Stalin, 7bid.)

WOMEN UNDER
SOCIALISM

Complete emancipation of women
is possible only under Socialism. It
was only with the October Socialist
Revolution that, for the first time in
history, women were fully emanci-
pated and guaranteed their full social
equality in every phase of life.

Women in the U.S.S.R. are accorded
equal rights with men in all spheres
of economic, state, cultural, social and
political life (New Soviet Constitution,
Article 122.)

But equal rights in the US.S.R.
are not just formal legal rights,
which, under bourgeois democracy,
are curtailed, where not denied in
reality by the very nature of capi-
talist exploitation. In the Soviet
Union, full enjoyment of equal rights
by women is guaranteed by the very
nature of the Socialist society, in
which class divisions and human ex-
ploitation are abolished. In bourgeois
democracies, equal rights for women
constitute at best a programmatic
demand to be fought for, and con-
stant struggle is necessary to defend
even those rights that are enacted into
law.

In the US.S.R. equalrights arti-
cles in the law of the land are but
codifications of already existing and
guaranteed reality. No wonder So-
viet women express such supreme
confidence in Socialism and such love
for the people. Their respect for other
nations, their profound sympathy
with the oppressed peoples fighting
for national liberation, is based on
the firm conviction that their Social-
ist country is the decisive factor and
leader in the struggle for peace.

Marxism-Leninism rejects as fal-
lacious all petty-bourgeois equali-
tarian notions. Equal rights under
Socialism do not mean that women
do not have special protection and
social care necessitated by their spe-
cial function (child bearing, etc.)
and special needs which do not ap-
ply to men.

COMRADE FOSTER’S
CONTRIBUTION

The Communist Party of the
U.S.A. has many positive achieve-
ments to record during the last 30
years in the field of struggle for wom-
en’s rights and in promoting the par-
ticipation of women in the struggle
against war and fascism. .

Outstanding was the recent parti-
cipation of Party women and of the
women comrades who are wives of
the 12 indicted leaders of our Party
in the mass struggle to win the first
round in the Foley Square thought-
control trial. And in the continuing
struggle against the frame-up of our
Party leaders we must involve ever
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larger masses of women.

Under Comrade Foster’s initiative
and contributions to the deepening
of our theoretical understanding of
the woman question, a new political
appreciation of our tasks is develop-
ing in the Party. Party Commissions
on Work Among Women are func-
tioning in the larger districts and in
smaller ones. International Women'’s
Day will mark a high point in ideo-
logical and political mobilization and
in organizational steps to intensify
our united-front activities among
women, particularly around the peace
struggle. As a further contribution to
that end, a well-rounded theoretical-
ideological outline on the position of
Marxism-Leninism on the woman
question is being prepared.

" Comrade Foster called for theore-
ical mastery of the woman question
as vitally necessary to combat the
numerous anti- woman prejudices
prevalent in our capitalist society,
and the “whole system of male su-
periority ideas which continue to play
such an important part in woman’s
subjugation.” An important guide to
the Party’s work among women are
the following words of Comrade
Foster:

The basic purpose of all our the-
oretical studies i1s to clarify, deepen
and strengthen our practical programs
of struggle and work. This is true on
the question of women’s work, as well
as in other branches of our Party’s ac-
tivities. Hence, a sharpening up of our
theoretical analysis of, and ideological



struggle against, male supremacy, will
help our day-today work among

women. . . .

Comrade Foster particularly em-
phasized the ideological pre-condi-
tions for effective struggle on this
front:

But such demands and struggles,
vital as they may be, are in them-
selves not enough. They must be re-
inforced by an energetic struggle
against all conceptions of male supe-
riority. But this is just what is lacking.
- . . An ideological attack must be
made against the whole system of male
superiority ideas which continue to play
such an important part in woman’s
subjugation. And such an ideologi-
cal campaign must be based on sound
theoretical work (William Z. Foster,
“On Improving the Party’s Work
Among Women,” Political Affairs, No-
vember 1948).

PARTY TASKS

Following Comrade Foster’s arti-
cle in Political Affairs, nine Party
Conferences on Work Among Wom-
en were held with the active partici-
pation of district Party leaders. Two
major regional schools to train wom-
en cadres were held. An all-day con-
ference on Marxism-Leninism and
the Woman Question held at the Jef-
ferson School of Social Science last
summer was attended by 600 women
and men. These developments evi-
dence a thirst for knowledge of the
Marxist-Leninist teachings on the
woman question.
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But it must be frankly stated that
it 1s necessary to combat all and
sundry male supremacist ideas still
pervading the labor and progressive
movements and our Party. The
uprooting of this ideology, which
emanates from the ruling class and is
sustained by centuries of myths per-
taining to the “biological inferiority”
of women, requires a sustained strug-
gle. Failure to recognize the special
social disabilities of women under
capitalism is one of the chief mani-
festations of male supremacy. These
special forms of oppression particu-
larly affect the working women, the
farm women and the triply op-
pressed Negro women; but, in vary-
ing degrees, they help to determine
the inferior status of women in all
classes of society.

Progressive and Communist men
must become vanguard fighters
against male supremacist ideas and
for equal rights for women. Too
often we observe in the expression
and practice of labor-progressive, and
even some Communist, men glib
talk about women “as allies” but no
commensurate effort to combat male
supremacy notions which hamper
woman’s ability to struggle for peace
and security. Too many labor-pro-
gressive men, not excluding some
Communists, resist the full participa-
tion of women, avow bourgeois
“equalitarian” notions as regards
women, tend to avoid full discussion
of the woman question and shunt
the problem aside with peremptory
decisions. What the promotion of a

sound theoretical understanding of
this question would achieve for our
Party is shown by the initial results
of the cadre training schools and
seminars on the woman question,
many of whose students have begun
seriously to tackle male supremacist
notions in relation to the major tasks
of the movement and in relation to
their own attitudes.

The manifestation of bourgeois
feminism in the progressive women’s
movement and also in our Party is
a direct result of the prevalence of
male superiority ideas and shows the
need for our women comrades to
study the Marxist-Leninist teachings
on the woman question. According
to bourgeois feminism, woman’s op-
pression stems, not from the capi-
talist system, but from men. Marx-
ism-Leninism, just as it rejects and
combats the petty-bourgeois “equali-
tarianism” fostered by Social-Democ-
racy, so it has nothing in common
with the bourgeois idiocy of “the
battle of the sexes” or the irrational
Freudian “approach” to the woman
question. These false ideologies must
be combatted by women labor-pro-
gressives and in the first place by
women Communists. Key partici-
pants in the fight against these ideo-
logies, and in the fight to enlist the
masses of women for the pro-peace
struggle, must be the advanced
trade-union women and women
Communists on all levels of Party
leadership. All Communist women
must, as Lenin said, “themselves be-
come part of the mass movement,”

taking responsibility for the libera-
tion of women.

We must guarantee that women
cadres end isolation from the masses
of women, by assigning these cadres
to tasks of work among women, on
a mass and Party basis. The Women'’s
Commissions of the Party must be
strengthened. All Party departments
and Commissions must deal more
consistently with these questions,
putting an end to the false concept
that work among women represents
“second-class citizenship” in our
Party. A key responsibility of all
Women’s Commissions is increased
attention and support to the grow-
ing movements of youth.

We must gauge our Party’s work
among women by our effectiveness
in giving leadership and guidance
to our cadres in mass work, with a
view to concentrating among work-
ingclass women and building the
Party. To this end, further, working-
class and Negro women forces need
to be promoted in all spheres of
Party work and mass activity.

An examination of our work
among women is necessary in all
Party districts. There is need of
Party conferences on the problems
of working women and housewives.
The good beginnings of examining
the long neglected problems of Ne-
gro women must become an integral
part of all our future work among
women. This arises as an impera-
tive task in the light of the militancy
and tenacity of Negro women par-
ticipating in struggles on all fronts.
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Experience shows that a major
area of our work should and must
be in the field of education, where
monopoly reaction and the Roman
Catholic hierarchy concentrate in a
policy of inculcating militarist, racist,
pro-fascist ideology in the minds of
our children; of victimizing progres-
sive teachers, of conducting witch-
hunts, etc. Where good work has
been carried on in this sphere, vic-
tories have been won, as in the de-
feat of reactionary legislative meas-
ures directed at progressive teachers.
In developing struggles to alleviate
the frightful conditions of schooling,
particularly in Negro, Puerto Rican,
Mexican and other working-class
communities, Communist and pro-
gressive women have an important
task to perform and an opportunity
for developing an exceedingly broad
united front for successful endeavor.

By connecting the struggle against
the seemingly little issues of crowded
schoolrooms, unsanitary conditions,
lack of child care facilities, etc., with
the issues of reactionary content of
teaching—racism, jingoism, etc.—the
political consciousness of the parent
masses can be raised to the under-
standing of the interconnection be-
tween the demand for lunch for a
hungry child and the demand of the
people for economic security; be-
tween the campaign for the dismiss-
al of a Negro-hating, anti-Semitic
Mae Quinn from the school system
and the fight of the people for demo-
cratic rights; between the protest
against a jingoistic school text and
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the broad fight of the people for
peace.

In keeping with the spirit of In-
ternational Women’s Day, tremen-
dous tasks fall upon our Party. The
mobilization of the masses of Ameri-
cans, together with the enlisting and
activation of women cadres, for
heightened struggles for peace and
for the special needs of oppressed
womanhood, is indispensable to the
building and strengthening of the
ant-fascist, anti-imperialist, anti-war
coalition. In working for a stronger
peace movement among the women
as such, we must draw the masses
of women into the impending 1950
election campaign and thereby, on
the basis of their experiences in the
struggle, help raise their political
consciousness to the understanding
of the bipartisan demagogy and the
hollowness of Truman’s tall promis-
es. Large masses of women can thus
be brought to a full break with the
two-party system of monopoly capi-
tal and to adherence to the third-
party movement. In the course of this
development, with our Party per-
forming its vanguard task, advanced
sections among the working-lass
women will attain the level of So-
cialist consciousness and will, as re-
cruited Communists, carry on their
struggle among the broad masses of
women upon the scientific conviction
that the final guarantee of peace,
bread and freedom, and the full
emancipation of subjected woman-
kind, will be achieved only in a So-
cialist America.
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