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January
Adae-Kese
Australian Open Tennis
Barbados Jazz Festival 
Cape Minstrels’ Carnival
Doo Dah Parade 
Hadaka Matsuri (Naked Festival)
Iroquois Midwinter Festival 
Papa Festival 
Peyote Dance (Híkuli Dance) 
Sundance Film Festival 
January 01
Bom Jesus dos Navegantes 
Christmas (Syria)
Circumcision, Feast of the 
Cotton Bowl Game
Cuba Liberation Day
Emancipation Day (United States)
First Foot Day
Haiti Independence Day
Junkanoo Festival 
New Year’s Day
New Year’s Day (Denmark) (Nytaarsdag)
New Year’s Day (France) 
New Year’s Day (Germany)
New Year’s Day (Lithuania) 
New Year’s Day (Malta)
New Year’s Day (Portugal) (Ano Novo)
New Year’s Day (Romania) (Anul Nou)
New Year’s Day (Russia)
New Year’s Day (Switzerland) 

(Neujahrstag) 
New Year’s Day (Netherlands) 

(Nieuwjaarsdag)
Orange Bowl Game
Oshogatsu (New Year’s Day)
Polar Bear Swim Day 
Rose Bowl Game 
Slovak Republic Independence Day 
St. Basil, Feast of 
Sudan Independence Day 
Sugar Bowl Classic 
Ta’u Fo’ou 
Tournament of Roses (Rose Parade)
January 01–02
Sol
January 01–05
Pilgrimage to Chalma 
January 01–09
Black Nazarene Fiesta

The time of production, time-as-commodity, is an infinite accumulation of equiva-
lent intervals. It is irreversible time made abstract: each segment must demonstrate 
by the clock its purely quantitative equality with all other segments. This time 
manifests nothing in its effective reality aside from its exchangeability. It is under 
the rule of time-as-commodity that “time is everything, man is nothing; he is at the 
most time’s carcass” (The Poverty of Philosophy). This is time devalued—the complete 
inversion of time as “the sphere of human development.” Guy Debord, The Society of the Spectacle §147
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January 02
Berchtold’s Day 
Haiti Ancestors’ Day 
January 02–08 in alternate years
Carnival of the Devil
January 03
Ball–Catching Festival (Tamaseseri) 
January 04
Myanmar Independence Day 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Feast of 
January 04–06
Carnival of Blacks and Whites
January 05
Befana Festival 
Epiphany Eve (Austria) 
Epiphany Eve (France) 
January 05–06
Día de Negritos and Fiesta de los 

Blanquitos 
Twelfth Night 
January 05–February 04
Harbin Ice and Snow Festival 
January 06
Día de los Tres Reyes 
Epiphany (Germany) (Dreikönigsfest) 
Epiphany (Labrador) 
Epiphany (Portugal) (Día de Reis) 
Epiphany (Spain) (Día de los Reyes 

Magos) 
Epiphany (Sweden) (Trettondag Jul) 
Epiphany, Feast of the 
Epiphany, Christian Orthodox 
Haxey Hood Game 
Maroon Festival 
New Year’s Parade of Firemen (Dezome–

shiki) 
Perchtenlauf 
Three Kings Day in Indian Pueblos
January 06 or 07
Old Christmas Day
January 06–07
Daruma Ichi (Daruma Doll Fair) 
January, Sunday after Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord, Feast of the 
January 06, Sunday after
Holy Family, Feast of the
January; first Monday after Epiphany
Plough Monday
January; 7–10 days ending the 

second Sunday after Epiphany

The gods damn that man who first discovered the hours, and—yes—who first set up 
a sundial here, who’s smashed the day into bits for poor me! You know, when I was a 
boy, my stomach was the only sundial, by far the best and truest compared to all these. 
It used to warn me to eat, wherever—except when there was nothing. But now what 
there is, isn’t eaten unless the sun says so. In fact the town’s so stuffed with sundials 
that most people crawl along, shriveled up with hunger. Plautus (Roman playwright, 3rd c. BCE)

What a devil hast thou to do with the time of day. Unless hours were cups of sack, and min-
utes capons, and clocks the tongues of bawds, and dials the signs of leaping-houses and 
the blessed sun himself a fair hot wench in a flame-colored taffeta, I see no reason why thou 
shouldst be so superfluous to demand the time of day. William Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part I



Bonfim Festival (Festa do Bonfim)
January 07
Cambodia Victory Day (Victory over 

Genocide Day, Nation Day) 
Christmas (Russian Orthodox) 
Distaff Day 
Ganna (Genna)
Nanakusa Matsuri (Seven Herbs or 

Grasses Festival) 
January 08
Battle of New Orleans Day 
Gynaecocratia
St. Gudula’s Day
January 09
Agonalia
January 10
Benin National Vodoun Day (Traditional 

Religions Day) 
January 11
Burning the Clavie 
Carmentalia 
Hostos Day
Juturnalia 
January 12
Zanzibar Revolution Day
January 12, first Monday after
Handsel Monday
January 13
Old Silvester
St. Hilary’s Day 
St. Knut’s Day 
Togo National Liberation Day 
January 13, Sunday nearest
Foster (Stephen) Memorial Day
January 14
Ratification Day
St. Hilary’s Day
St. Sava’s Day
January 14, around
Lohri
Magh Sankranti 
January 14, every hundred years
Mallard Ceremony 
January 15
Black Christ of Esquipulas, Day of the 
Carmentalia 
Chilembwe (John) Day
King (Martin Luther, Jr.), Birthday
Suminuri Matsuri 
Underwater Tug-of-War Festival 

To indicate the time of day the Cross River natives use the lengths of shadows.  
They have however in most of their houses a curious species of sun-dial, a plant 
about 50 cm high, with violet-white flowers. The flowers gradually begin to open  
at sunrise, by noon they are wide open, and they gradually close again between 
noon and sunset. 

The ancient Athenians seems to have indicated time by measuring off with the 
foot the length of the shadow cast by their bodies upon the level ground before 
them as they stood. At all events the length of shadows served to indicate time, cp. 
Aristophanes, Ekkles., 652, “when the staff is ten feet, go perfumed to dinner.” The 
gnomon which, according to Herodotus II, 109, the Greeks borrowed from the 
Babylonians was an upright stick the shadow of which was measured: it was also  
an important instrument for astronomical observations. Martin P. Nilsson, Ancient Time Reckoning



Wakakusayama Yaki (Mount Wakakusa 
Fire Festival) 

January 17
Franklin’s (Benjamin) Birthday
Polish Liberation Day 
St. Anthony the Abbot, Feast of 
January 17–25
St. Sebastian’s Day 
January 18
Christmas Eve (Armenia) 
Four an’ Twenty Day 
St. Peter’s Chair, Festival of
January 18–25
Prayer for Christian Unity, Week of
January 19
Epiphany, Christian Orthodox 
Epiphany (Russia) 
January 19–20
Timqat (Timkat) 
January 20
Azerbaijan Day of the Martyrs 
Babin Den 
El Pochó Dance-Drama 
Guinea–Bissau and Cape Verde National 

Heroes’ Day 
Inauguration Day 
St. Agnes’s Eve
St. Sebastian’s Day 
January 21
Barrow (Errol) Day 
St. Sarkis’s Day
January 21, week before Sunday nearest
Santa Inés, Fiesta of
January 22
St. Vincent’s Day 
Ukraine Unification Day (National 

Reunification Day)
January 22–23
San Ildefonso Firelight Dances 
January 24
Alasitas Fair 
January 24, weekend nearest
California Gold Rush Day 
January 25
Burns (Robert) Night 
Cow, Festival of the
St. Paul, Feast of the Conversion of 
January 26
Australia Day
Duarte Day 

It was this human artifact [the gnomon], a concrete reflection both of human pos-
ture and of chronos as the rectilinear movement of time in the human life span, 
that revealed the heavenly kosmoi as cyclical and temporal. It as because of the 
gnomon, the mediating upright, that Plato was able to assert in the Timaeus, nearly 
200 years after the gnomon’s introduction to Greece, that “Time [chronos] came 
into existence along with the Heaven [ouranos],” and that God created the sun, 
the moon, and the planets “for the determining and preserving of the numbers of 
Time.” Until the advent of the gnomon there could be no image, no eidos, of these 
numbers. Indra Kagis McEwen, Socrates’ Ancestor

The question remains: how do we know [Gr. gi-gnos-kein] the time? By the planetary 
movements, or by their earthly measurements? By the shadow, or the shadow’s 
shadow? 

 Life is a passing shadow, says the Scripture. Is it the shadow of a tower? of a 
tree? a shadow that prevails for a while? No, it is the shadow of a bird in his flight—
away flies the bird, and there is neither bird nor shadow. Talmud

The pursuit of forms is only a pursuit of time, but if there are no stable forms, 
there are no forms at all. We might think that the domain of forms is similar to 
that of writing: if you see a deaf-mute expressing himself you notice that his mim-
icry, his actions are already drawings and you immediately think of the passage to 
writing as it is still taught in Japan, for example, with gestures performed by the 
professor for students to capture calligraphically. Likewise, if you’re talking about 
cinematic anamorphosis, you might think of its pure represenation which would 
be the shadow projected by the staff of a sundial. The passing of time is indicated, 



India Republic Day 
MacArthur (Douglas) Day
St. Polycarp’s Day 
Uganda Liberation Day 
January 26, on or near
Hobart Cup Day 
January 27
Mozart (Wolfgang Amadeus), Birthday of 
January 28
Albania Republic Day 
St. Charlemagne’s Day
January 29, Sunday nearest
Paine (Thomas) Day 
January 30
Abdullah’s (King) Birthday in Jordan
Roosevelt (Franklin D.) Day 
St. Charles’s Day 
Three Archbishops, Day of the
January 31
Nauru Independence Day 
January, early
Compitalia
January, first Monday
Handsel Monday
January, first week
Sarasota Circus Festival and Parade 
January, second Sunday
Meitlisonntag 
Saturnalia Roman Festival
January, second Monday
Seijin-no-Hi (Adults Day; Coming-of-Age 

Day)
January, second or third weekend, 

usually
MadFest Juggling Festival 
January, mid–
Pongal 
Utakai Hajime (Imperial Poem-Reading 

Ceremony)
Western Stock Show, National 
January, mid– through  

mid–February
Edison (Thomas) Festival of Light 
January, third Sunday
World Religion Day 
January, third Monday
King (Martin Luther, Jr.), Birthday
King (Martin Luther, Jr.) Drum Major for 

Justice
Parade, Battle of the Bands & Drum Line

according to the season of the year, not only by the position but also by the invisible 
movement of the form of the shadow of the staff or of the triangle on the surface of 
the dial (longer, shorter, wider, etc.).
 Furthermore, the hands of the clock will always produce a modification of 
the position, as invisible for the average eye as planetary movement; however, as in 
cinema, the anamorphosis properly speaking disappears in the motor of the clock, 
until this ensemble is in turn erased by the electronic display of hours and dates 
on the black screen where the luminous emission substitutes entirely for the original 
effect of the shadow. Paul Virilio, The Aesthetics of Disappearance

The Cross River natives of Southern Nigeria indicate the time by pointing to the 
position in the heavens which the sun occupies at that time of day. When someone 
asked a Swahili what time it was, he answered, “Look at the sun,” although this tribe 
knew other ways of indicating time. Nilsson, Ancient Time Reckoning

Busy old fool, unruly Sun,
Why dost thou thus,
Through windows, and through curtains, call on us?
Must to thy motions lovers’ seasons run?
Saucy pedantic wretch, go chide
Late schoolboys, and sour prentices,
Go tell court-huntsmen that the King will ride, 
Call country ants to harvest offices;
Love, all alike, no season knows, nor clime,
Nor hours, days, months, which are the rags of time. 
John Donne, from The Sun Rising



Extravaganza, National 
Lee (Robert E.) Day
January, third week
Ati-Atihan Festival 
January, third weekend
Sinulog Festival 
January, third full weekend
Texas Citrus Fiesta
January, last Sunday
Mount Cameroon Race
January, usually last Sunday
Super Bowl Sunday
January, last Tuesday
Up-Helly-Aa
January, last Thursday
Dicing for the Maid’s Money Day 
NASA Day of Remembrance 
January, last week
Cowboy Poetry Gathering, National
Mozart Week (Mozartwoche) 
January, last week, to first week in 

February
St. Paul Winter Carnival
January, last weekend
Dinagyang 
Gasparilla Pirate Festival
January, last two weeks
North American International Auto Show
Southwestern Exposition Livestock Show 

& Rodeo 
January, late, to early February
Hurston (Zora Neale) Festival of the Arts 

and Humanities
Ullr Fest
January or February
Itabashi Suwa Jinja Ta-Asobi
January–February
Bermuda Festival
Firecracker Festival 
Iyomante Matsuri (Bear Festival)
Lemon Festival
Muscat Festival 
Perth International Arts Festival 
January–March
Sun Pageant Day
Tsagaan Sar (Mongolian New Year)
January–October
Macker (Gus) Basketball
January–December, 24th day of 

each month

The shady side of a sundial: Of course it only functions at sunshine. However, are 
you working twenty four hours a day? 

 The sundial is also ancient, but it traces a longer time-span (all daylight) than 
either the hourglass or the clepsydra [water clock, literally “water thief ”], and has 
direct legacies for the clock. One is clockwise rotation: in the northern hemisphere, 
the shadow on a sundial moves from west to north to east, and this motion was 
retained for the hands on mechanical clocks. (The morning hours on a clock face, 
6 to 12, indicate that the sun is in the east, and the afternoon hours of 12 to 6 that 
it is in the west.) Another legacy is the dial itself: from the Latin word dies (day), 
a dial is a readout divided into twelve hours, a division of the day that started in 
ancient Egypt around 2100 BCE and may have something to do with the 12 parts 
of the zodiac. (An even remoter legacy may be the twelve-fold touchtone telephone 
dial today.) It has long been customary to adorn sundials with lapidary mottos 
about the fleetingness of time such as “ultima multis” (the last day for many) or 
“lente hora, celeriter anni” (slowly the hour, quickly the years), and sometimes sun-
dials were mounted on gravestones. All time-keeping devices implicate questions 
of time and eternity. John Durham Peters, Calendar, Clock, Tower   
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Jizo Ennichi
February
Aztec Rain Festival 
Black Diaspora Film Festival
Black History Month
Buena Vista Logging Days 
Buffalo’s Big Board Surfing Classic 
Candelaria (Peru) 
Cruft’s Dog Show 
Dartmouth Winter Carnival 
Daytona 500 
Hadaka Matsuri (Naked Festival) 
Hobart Royal Regatta 
Matriculation, Feast of the
Mihr, Festival of
Native Islander Gullah Celebration
Powamû Ceremony 
Premio Lo Nuestro Latin Music Awards 
Special Olympics
Thorrablót (Thorri Banquet) 
Tohono O’odham Nation Rodeo 
Trigo, Fiesta Nacional del (National 

Wheat Festival)
Winterlude
World Championship Crab Races 
Yukigassen Festivals 
February 01
Cross-Quarter Days 
Fire Festivals
Freedom Day, National
Imbolc (Imbolg) 
Rwanda National Heroes’ Day
St. Bridget’s Day 
February 01, Saturday nearest
Gable (Clark) Birthday Celebration
February 01 or February 14 (varies)
St. Tryphon’s Day (Montenegro and 

Bulgaria) (Trifon Zarezan)
February 01–08
Yaya Matsuri (Shouting Festival) 
February 01–15
Nombre de Jesús
February 02
Candelaria (Bolivia)
Candlemas 
Cock Festival 
Groundhog Day
Yemanjá Festival
February 03
St. Blaise’s Day

Time ANd HisToRY: 
CRiTiqUe of THe iNsTANT 

ANd THe CoNTiNUUm

fRom iNfANCY ANd HisToRY: 
THe desTRUCTioN of expeRieNCe

GioRGio AGAmbeN
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San Blas, Fiesta of 
February 03 or 04
Setsubun (Bean-Throwing Festival)
February 03–05
St. Agatha Festival
February 03, Monday after
Hurling the Silver Ball 
February 04
Sri Lanka National Day 
February 04 or 05
Li Ch’un
February 05
Runeberg (Johan Ludvig), Birthday of 
San Marino Liberation Day (Feast Day  

of Saint Agatha) 
Williams (Roger) Day 
February 05, Sunday nearest
Igbi 
February 06
Sàmi National Holiday
Waitangi Day 
February 06, week of
Marley’s (Bob) Birthday
February 07
Grenada Independence Day 
February 08
Boy Scouts’ Day
Hari-Kuyo (Festival of Broken Needles)
February 09
St. Maron’s Day 
February 10
St. Paul’s Shipwreck, Feast of 
February 11
Cameroon Youth Day
Edison’s (Thomas) Birthday 
Iran Victory Day of the Iranian Revolution 
Japan National Foundation Day
Liberia Armed Forces Day
Our Lady of Lourdes, Feast of 
February 12

“Most of the first clocks were not so much chronometers as exhibitions of the pat-
tern of the cosmos...Clearly the origins of the mechanical clock lie in a complex 
realm of monumental planetaria, equatoria, and geared astrolabes.” Carlo M. Cipolla, Clocks

 and Culture 1300-1700 

Time was seen as a means of contemplating the movements of the spheres and 
divining their supernal portents; clocks were spiritual luxury goods before they 
became shackles of time management. 

Curious automata, strange little personae with their “faces” and “hands,” clocks say 
the same thing over and over again, and yet the information they 
provide is always fresh. They tell you where the “now” falls in the day. In this 
locating function clocks do for time what compasses, sextants, and GPS devices 
do for space. […] As compass is to map, so clock is to calendar. Clocks are ulti-
mately pointers of celestial position and today are governed by astronomical 
calculation. John Durham Peters, Calendar, Clock, Tower

We are both storytellers. Lying on our backs, we look up at the night sky. This is 
where stories began, under the aegis of that multitude of stars which at night filch 
certitudes and sometimes return them as faith. Those who first invented and then 
named the constellations were storytellers. Tracing an imaginary line between a 
cluster of stars gave them an image and an identity. The stars threaded on that line 
were like events threaded on a narrative. Imagining the constellations did not of 
course change the stars, nor did it change the black emptiness that surround them. 
What it changed was the way people read the night sky. John Berger, And Our Faces, My Heart, Brief 

as Photos



Amazon & Galapagos Day 
Balserías
Georgia Day
Lincoln’s (Abraham) Birthday 
Myanmar Union Day 
February 12, Sunday nearest
Race Relations Sunday 
February 12, 13, 14
Borrowed Days 
February 13
Faunalia
Parentalia 
February 13–15
Namahage Festival 
February 14
Allen (Richard), Birthday of 
Douglass (Frederick) Day 
Valentine’s Day 
Vinegrower’s Day
February 15
Anthony (Susan B.) Day
Lupercalia 
Maine Memorial Day 
Serbia Statehood Day of the Republic
February 15–17
Kamakura Matsuri (Snow Hut Festival)
February 16
Lithuania Independence Day 
February 16–17
Bonden Festival (Bonden Matsuri) 
Kim Jong-Il, Birthday of
February 17
Fornacalia 
Quirinalia 
February 18
Gambia Independence Day
Nepal Democracy Day
February 19
Bombing of Darwin, Anniversary of the 
February 21
Feralia 
Shaheed Day
Vanuatu Father Walter Lini Day
February 22
Abu Simbel Festival 
St. Lucia Independence Day
Washington’s (George) Birthday 
February 23
Brunei National Day
Terminalia
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February 24
Estonia Independence Day 
N’cwala 
St. Matthias’s Day 
February 25
Fiesta sa EDSA (People Power 

Anniversary)
Kuwait National Day 
February 25–March 01
Ayyam-i-Ha 
February 26
Kuwait Liberation Day
February 27
Dominican Republic Independence Day
Ecuadoran Civicism & National Unity Day
Equirria 
February 28
Arbaeen Pilgrimage 
Kalevala Day 
Taiwan Peace Memorial Day
February 28–March 01
Marzas 
February 29
Leap Year Day 
Lee (Ann) Birthday 
February, early
Fiesta Day 
Quebec Winter Carnival
World Championship Hoop Dance 

Contest 
February, first Sunday
Homstrom
February, begins first Thursday
Great Sami Winter Fair
February, first weekend
Finnish Sliding Festival 
Tulsa Indian Arts Festival 
February, first full weekend
Ice Worm Festival 
February, first week
Beargrease (John) Sled Dog Marathon
February, first half
Washington’s (George) Birthday 

Celebration (Los Dos Laredos)
February, first new moon
Bianou
February, weekend including 

second Sunday
Namahage Festival 
February, begins second Friday

AsTRoloGY ANd 
ReliGioN AmoNG THe 
GReeks ANd RomANs

fRANz CUmoNT



Anchorage Fur Rendezvous 
February, mid
Elephant Festival 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
Jorvik Viking Festival 
Sapporo Snow Festival (Yuki Matsuri) 
February, mid, begins
Holetown Festival 
February, mid–, weekend in
Battle of Olustee Reenactment 
February, mid–late
Hala Festival
February, mid–, to early March
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo
February, third Monday
Presidents’ Day 
Washington’s (George) Birthday 
February, third Monday and 

preceding weekend
Washington’s (George) Birthday 

Celebration
(Alexandria, Virginia) 
February, third week
Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week
Sundiata, Festival 
Viña del Mar International Song Festival 
February, last full week
Vaqueros, Fiesta de los 
February, last week
Shahi Durbar 
February, last weekend
American Birkebeiner
February, late
Nenana Ice Classic 
February, late, three-day weekend
Fisher Poets Gathering
February, late, or March
Golden Shears World Shearing and 

Wool–handling
Championships 
February, late, to first Sunday in March
Vasaloppet 
February, late–early March, even–

numbered years
New Zealand Festival
Tango Festival 
February or March
Ku-omboka
February–March
Anthesteria 
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Argungu Fishing Festival 
Cherry Blossom Festival (Hawaii) 
Eleusinian Mysteries
Hola Mohalla 
Hong Kong Arts Festival 
Napa Valley Mustard Festival
Phra Buddha Bat Fair 
February–March, 10 days in even–

numbered years
Adelaide Festival
February–March, three weeks in 

even–numbered years
Adelaide Fringe Festival 
February–March, two weeks in
Saudi Arabia National Heritage and 

Folk Culture Festival (Janadriyah 
Festival)

February–April
Corn-Planting Ceremony
Simadan Festival 
February–November, various 

weekends
Pickett (Bill) Invitational Rodeo 
March
Aztec Rain Festival 
Nyepi 
Sebring 12-Hour Race
Shishi Odori (Deer Dance)
Spring of Culture
Whale Festivals (California) 
Xipe Totec, Festival of
Yukigassen Festivals
March 01
Chalanda Marz (First of March)
Marshall Islands Memorial and Nuclear 

Victims Day
Martenitza
Matronalia
Swallow, Procession of the 
Samil-jol (Independence Movement Day) 
St. David’s Day 
Whuppity Scoorie 
March 01–03
Drymiais 
March 01–14
Omizutori Matsuri (Water-Drawing 

Festival) 
March 02
Ethiopia Victory of Adwa 

Commemoration Day 



Libya Declaration of Jamahiriya Day 
(Declaration of the People’s 
Authority Day) 

Myanmar Peasants’ Day 
Texas Independence Day 
March 03
Bulgaria Day of Liberation from Ottoman 

Domination 
Hina Matsuri (Doll Festival) 
Malawi Martyrs’ Day
March 03–04
Daruma Ichi (Daruma Doll Fair) 
March 04
Fox (George), Death of 
March 05
Boston Massacre Day
Vanuatu Custom Chiefs Day
March 05, about
Excited Insects, Feast of 
March 06
Alamo Day 
Magellan (Ferdinand) Day 
March 07
Burbank Day 
March 07–08
San Juan de Dios, Fiesta of 
March 08
Women’s Day, International 
March 09
Baron Bliss Day 
Forty Martyrs’ Day 
St. Frances of Rome, Feast of
March 10
Jousting the Bear
March 11
King’s Birthday (Denmark)
Lithuania Restoration of Statehood Day
Moshoeshoe’s Day
March 12
Girl Scout Day 
Mauritius Independence Day 
St. Gregory’s Day 
March 12–19
St. Joseph’s Day
March 13
Kasuga Matsuri 
March 14
Equirria 
Mamuralia 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines National 

Names for times of day among the Nandi (kenya)

2 a.m., the elephants have gone to the waters
3, the waters roar
4, the land (sky) has become light
5, the houses are opened
5.30, the oxen have gone to the grazing-ground
6, the sheep have been unfastened
6.30, the sun has grown
7, it has become warm
7.30, the goats have gone to the grazing-ground
9, the goats have returned from the grazing-ground
10, the goats have arisen, the oxen have returned
10.30, the oxen sleep
11, untie the cattle, i.e. let the calves get their food, the goats feed
11.30, the oxen have arisen
12 noon, the sun has stood upright, the goats sleep in the woods
12.30, the goats have drunk water
1 p.m., the sun turns, i.e. goes towards the west, the cattle have 
 drunk water
1.30, the drones hum
2, the sky continues to go towards the west, the oxen feed
3, the goats have been collected
4, the oxen drink water for the second time, the goats have returned
4.30, the goats sleep
5, the eleusine grain has been cleaned for us, take the goats home, shut   
 up the calves



Heroes Day 
March 15
Anna Parenna Festival 
Hungary Revolution and Independence 

Day 
Jackson’s (Andrew) Birthday 
Quarter Days
Roberts’s (Joseph Jenkins) Birthday
March 15, Sunday after
Buzzard Day
March 16
Congo National Days 
St. Urho’s Day 
March 17
Camp Fire Founders’ Day 
Evacuation Day 
Liberalia
St. Patrick’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day (Ireland)
St. Patrick’s Day Parade (Savannah, 

Georgia) 
March 17, weekend nearest
St. Patrick’s Day Encampment 
March 18
Sheelah’s Day
March 19
San José Day Festival 
Swallows of San Juan Capistrano
March 20
Tunisia Independence Day 
March 20, on or near
Ibu Afo Festival 
March 20 or 21, week including
Higan
March 21
Burning of the Socks
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 

International Day for the
Shunbun-no-Hi (Vernal Equinox Day) 
Vernal Equinox (Chichén Itzá) 
March 21, around
Nawruz (Kazakhstan) 
March 21, begins about
Nawruz (Naw roz; No Ruz; New Year) 
March 21 or 22
Vernal Equinox
March 21 or 22, five days including
Sacaea 
March 21, Saturday or Sunday nearest
Marzenna Day 

5.30, the goats have entered the kraal
6, the sun is finished, the cattle have returned
6.15, milk, (sc. the cows)
6.45, neither man nor tree is recognizable, cattle-doors have been closed,
7, the heavens are fastened,
8, the porridge is finished
9, those who have drunk milk are asleep
10, the houses have been closed
11, those who sleep early wake up
12, the middle of the night
(adapted from Nilsson’s Primitive Time-Reckoning) 

The basic pulse of alternating day and night seems at some level to be built into 
all living beings. Oysters, potatoes, fruit flies, and bees—among many other crea-
tures—can track the sun, locate themselves in geomagnetic fields, or consume 
oxygen in accordance with ancient daily rhythms. John Durham Peters, Calendar, Clock, Tower

On top of this scientists have rediscovered biological rhythms, biorhythms, per-
fectly familiar to breeders, botanists and the common gardener for centuries…As 
far back as the sixth century BC, for instance, the philosopher Parmenides held 
that mental images, our memory, resided in a unique relationship between light 
and heat, cold and dark, located in the centre of our bodies. If this relationship 
were disturbed, amnesia, the forgetting of the visible world, resulted. Professor 
Alain Reinberg explains: ‘Each living being adapts itself to periodic variations in 
the world around it, these variations being essentially caused by the rotation of 
the earth about its axis every twenty-four hours and by its rotation around the 



March 22
World Day for Water
March 22, around
Ostara
March 23
Pakistan Day
March 24
Argentina National Day of Memory for 

Truth and Justice 
March 25
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Feast of the (Belgium) 
Annunciation of the Lord 
Greece Independence Day
Hilaria
Lady Day
Lady Day among Samis
Maryland Day 
San Marino Anniversary of the Arengo 
St. Dismas’s Day 
Tichborne Dole
March 26
Bangladesh Independence Day 
March 26, Monday on or near
Kuhio (Prince) Day
March 27
Myanmar Armed Forces Day 
March 28
Teachers’ Day in the Czech Republic 
March 29
Boganda Day 
Madagascar Martyrs’ Day 

(Commemoration Day,
Insurrection Day)
March 29, 30, 31
Borrowed Days 
March 30
Doctors’ Day
Spiritual Baptist (Shouters) Liberation Day 
March 31
Malta Freedom Day
Transfer Day
March, usually
Nguillatun
March, early
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race 
NAACP Image Awards 
North Pole Winter Carnival
March, first Sunday
Kyokusui-no-En

sun every year.’ It is as though the organism possessed ‘clocks’ (for want of a bet-
ter word) and kept setting them back at the right time in terms of signals coming 
from the environment, one of these essential signals being the alternation between 
darkness and light, night and day, as well as noise and quiet, heat and cold, etc. 
Nature thus provides us with a sort of programming (here again, the term is merely 
provisional) that regulates our periods of activity and rest, each organ working dif-
ferently, more or less intently, all in its own good time. Our bodies in fact contain 
several clocks that work things out among themselves, the most important being 
the hypothalmic gland located above the optic commisure (where the optic nerves 
cross). The same thing happens with the pineal gland, which depends largely on 
the alternation of light and dark. The Ancients were familiar with the phenom-
enon and Descartes, in particular, talks about it. In short, if the Theory of Relativity 
maintains that the intervals of time properly supplied by clock or calendar are not 
absolute quantities imposed throughout the universe, the study of biorhythms 
reveals them to be the exact opposite: a variable quantity of sensa (primary sensory 
data) for which an hour is more or less than an hour, a season more or less than a 
season. Paul Virilio, The Vision Machine

A Philadelphia psychologist named Stuart Albert recently proved that subjec-
tive, conscious time awareness, and possibly deep brain time, could be tinkered 
with. He shut two groups of volunteers into two separate rooms over a period of 
several days. Unbeknownst to the volunteers, he had modified the wall clocks. In 
one room, the clock ran at half speed; in the other, at double speed. Not only did 
the volunteers turn out to be unaware of the temporal sleight-of-hand, but Albert 
also discovered that their mental functions automatically adjusted to the two dif-
ferent paces. In memory tests, the average rate of forgetting, usually regarded as a 



March, first Monday
Eight-Hour Day
March, first Tuesday
Town Meeting Day 
March, first Saturday
Bal du Rat Mort (Dead Rat’s Ball) 
March, first Friday
World Day of Prayer
March, first week
Motorcycle Week (Bike Week)
March, first weekend
Bridge Crossing Jubilee 
Jonquil Festival 
March, first two full weeks
Carnaval Miami
March, first new moon in
Alahamady Be 
March, week including second Sunday
Holmenkollen Day 
March, second Monday
Commonwealth Day
Eight-Hour Day
March, second week
Fairbanks Winter Carnival
March, second weekend
Sweetwater Rattlesnake Round-Up
March, mid–
Macon Cherry Blossom Festival
March, mid–, to mid–April
Houses and Gardens, Festival of 
March, third Monday
Canberra Day
March, third Thursday
Kiplingcotes Derby 
March, third Saturday
Bering Sea Ice Golf Classic 
March, third week
Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo 
March, third weekend
Nuuk Snow Festival 
Russell (C. M.) Auction 
March, last Monday
Seward’s Day 
March, last Sabbath
Sabbath of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise
March, last weekend
Caribou Carnival and Canadian 

Championship
Dog Derby
March, late

brain function independent of the clock, was faster in the speedy group. And like-
wise, when asked to estimate various durations, the answers corresponded to each 
group’s relative time frame. It would be interesting to see what would happen if the 
experiment were to run longer. Would the circadian clocks eventually rebel? And 
what would happen if the subjective abstraction of clock time was removed alto-
gether? The answer lies beneath the ground.
 In January 1989, a young Italian volunteer named Stefania Follini began a 
solo four-month deep-cave sojourn to determine how our internal sense of time 
is affected if there are no clocks and no alternations of day and night. Stefania ate, 
slept and worked in a windowless twelve-by-twenty-foot room built within a cave 
in New Mexico. Within weeks her days had lengthened to twenty-five hours, and by 
the end of her sojourn she was staying awake up to forty hours at a time and sleep-
ing between fourteen and twenty-two hours. After being in the cave for over four 
months, and just before the researchers told her that it was May and time to end the 
experiment, she was asked to estimate how much time had passed. “Two months,” 
she guessed. Her internal clock had reset its own rhythm to a tempo much slower 
than everyone else’s. It seems that without constant resetting by the alternation of 
night and day, our internal clocks drift, and hers had drifted wildly. The final result, 
for her, was equivalent to time travel. She was transported two months into the 
future. No wonder her first words—when, sun-dazzled, she faced the reporters and 
waved to the waiting crowd—were, “Wow, man.” Christopher Dewdney, The Soul of the World



Academy Awards Ceremony 
Los Isleños Fiesta
Reindeer Driving Competition 
Smithsonian Kite Festival 
Tok Race of Champions Dog Sled Race 
Williams (Tennessee) New Orleans 

Literary Festival
March, late, or early April
Boat Race Day (Thames River) 
March, late, to early April
Cherry Blossom Festival, National 
FeatherFest 
Ten Days on the Island 
March, late to mid–April
Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
March, full moon day
Phagwa 
March or April
Costa Rica National Arts Festival
Cow Fights 
March–April
Bermuda College Weeks 
Crane Watch
Dipri Festival 
Florida Heritage Festival 
Hanami 
Lac Long Quan Festival
Natchez Spring and Fall Pilgrimages 
Spoken Word Festival, Calgary 

International 
Spring Break
Thay Pagoda Festival 
March–May
Keukenhof Flower Show 
March–July
Holy Ghost, Feast of the
March, or in some areas October
Ngmayem Festival 
March–November
Grand Prix 
Spring
Daedala 
Nyambinyambi 
Sabantui
Stickdance 
Tangata Manu (Birdman Ceremony)
Spring, early
Cree Walking-Out Ceremony 
Eagle Dance 
Paro Tsechu

“I love the sun,” said Follini, 27, as she smiled for a small army of newspeople. One 
of the first things that struck her when she returned to the surface was “the smell of 
other people,” which she found “beautiful.” 
 An unlikely mole, Follini, who works as an interior decorator in Ancona, Italy, 
admits she has little interest in the science behind the study. Motivated instead 
by a desire to get to know herself better, she gamely made herself at home 30 feet 
underground in a constantly lit 10-foot-by-20-foot wood-and-Plexiglas box. Her 
hideaway included a pair of computers—her only two-way communication link to 
the surface—a metal folding chair, a bedroll, a two-burner hot plate and a privy. 
Follini decorated her lair with construction-paper cutouts of grass, a tree and a cat. 
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Spring, first Month
Isthmian Games
Spring, during full moon in Sagittarius
World Invocation Day (Festival of 

Goodwill) 
Spring and Fall
Green Festivals
April
Billboard Latin Music Awards 
Birmingham International Festival
Cherry Blossom Festival (Northern 

California) 
Confederados Reunion
Dogwood Festival 
Geranium Day 
Great Moonbuggy Race 
Istanbul Festivals, International 
Land Diving 
Latin Festival (Feriae Latinae)
Poetry Month, National 
Nganja, Feast of 
Osaka International Festival 
Road Building 
Royal Shows
Seville Fair 
Tako-Age (Kite Flying) 
Tribeca Film Festival 
Winston 500 
April 01
April Fools’ Day 
Greek Cypriot National Day
April 01 and October 01
San Marino Investiture of New Captains 

Regent 
April 02
Children’s Book Day, International 
Pascua Florida Day 
April 03
Cambodia National Culture Day 
Guinea Second Republic Day 
April 04
Megalesia 
San Isidro of Seville, Feast of
Senegal Independence Day 
Shellfish Gathering (Shiohi-gari)
April 04–10
Ludi 
April 06
Chakri Day 
Latter-Day Saints, Founding of the 

 The project and its findings are already of interest to NASA, which is contem-
plating a manned mission to Mars that would take at least two years. Cut off from 
sunlight, Follini’s body abandoned nor” mal day-to-day rhythms and switched to 
an internal clock. Without realizing, she took to staying awake for 24 hours at a 
stretch, then sleeping for 10. Change in hormonal production caused her to stop 
menstruating. Time, as she perceived it, ceased to be broken into increments but 
became “a continuous moment.” People magazine, 12 June, 1989

I look at my watch and try to recall what day it is. By those acts alone I re-enter the 
reality of daily life. Peter L. Berger & Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality

A clock signifies occupations and undertakings, movements and the start of trans-
actions. For men keep their eyes on the time in all that they do. And so, if a clock 
falls apart or is broken, it means bad luck and death, especially for the sick. But it 
is always better to count the hours before the sixth hour than those after it. Artemidorus, 

Oneirocritica (The Interpretation of Dreams), 2nd c. CE

Quitting Your Job: On my last day at my previous job I was given a watch stopped 
at 4pm (“Quittin’ Time”), as a farewell gift. It’s beautiful to be in possession of a broken 
clock that’s right not only twice a day but always, or more precisely, never, with an 
intimation of always. I have it on the windowsill beyond my computer & I move my 
eyes from the face of that watch to whatever I’m doing on the screen, just as I once 
flashed my eyes from the screen to the working clock above the office door. Dana Ward

A correspondent for The Organ of the Inquisitive and the Curious reported that 
Baudelaire had removed the hands from his clock and written on the face: ‘It’s later 
than you think!’ Walter Benjamin, The Arcades Project



Church of
April 06, Saturday after
Candle Auction 
April 07
Armenia Motherhood and Beauty Day 
April 08
Hana Matsuri (Flower Festival) 
Vesak (Wesak; Buddha’s Birthday) 
April 09
Appomattox Day
Bataan Day 
Budget Day
April 10
Salvation Army Founder’s Day
April 12
Cosmonauts Day 
Halifax Day
Liberia National Redemption Day
April 12–15
Songkran 
April 12–19
Ludi 
April 13
Jefferson’s (Thomas) Birthday
April 13 or 14
Bisket Jatra 
Sinhala Avurudu 
April 14
Pan American Day 
April 14–15
Takayama Matsuri
April 15
Kim Il-Sung, Birthday of 
Robinson (Jackie) Day 
April 16
Emancipation Day (Washington, D.C.) 
Margrethe’s (Queen) Birthday
April 17
Madara Kijinsai (Demon-God Event) 
Syria National Day 
Verrazano (Giovanni da) Day
April 18
Zimbabwe Independence Day
April 19
Cerealia (Cerialia) 
Primrose Day 
Venezuela Independence Day
April 19 and 25, Thursday between
First Day of Summer (Iceland)
April 21

The Clock (L’Horloge)

Clock! sinister god, appalling, unperturbed, whose hand 
threatens and says to us: “Remember! shooting Pains will soon 
land in your terror-filled heart as into a target; 

 “nebulous Pleasure will flee toward the horizon like a 
sylphide into the wings; each instant devour a morsel of your 
delight, which each man is allotted in his season.

 “Three thousand six hundred times per hour the 
Second-hand whispers: Remember! —Rapidly, with its insect 
voice, Now says: I am Long Ago, and I have sucked dry your 
life with my filthy probiscis!

 “Remember! Souviens-toi, prodigal! Esto memor! (My 
metal throat speaks all languages.) Minutes, playful mortal, are 
the ore which you should not chuck before extracting the gold!

 “Remember that Time is an avid gambler who wins every 
time without cheating! That’s the law. Day declines; night 
swells; remember! The void is always athirst; the waterclock 
runs dry.

 “Soon will sound the hour when divine Chance, when 
majestic Virtue, your virgin spouse, when Repentance itself 
(ah! the last shelter!) when everything will tell you: Die, old 
coward! it is too late!” Charles Baudelaire



Kartini Day 
Parilia (Palilia) 
San Jacinto Day 
April 21, week including
Inconfidência Week
April 21, 10 days including
San Antonio, Fiesta 
April 21–May 02
Ridvan, Feast of 
April 22
Arbor Day
Auntie Litter’s Annual Earth Day Parade 

and Celebration
Earth Day 
Oklahoma Day
April 22–24
Moors and Christians Fiesta 
April 23
Children’s Day
Green George Festival 
Shakespeare’s (William) Birthday 
St. George’s Day 
St. George’s Day (Syria) (Id Mar Jurjus) 
Turkey National Sovereignty and 

Children’s Day 
Vinalia 
April 23, on or near
Peppercorn Ceremony 
April 23, week including
Conch Republic Independence 

Celebration. 
April 24
Armenian Martyrs’ Day
Children’s Day
April 25
Africa Malaria Day 
Anzac Day
Italy Liberation Day 
Portugal Liberation Day
River Kwai Bridge Week 
Robigalia 
Sinai Liberation Day 
St. Mark’s Day 
St. Mark’s Day (Hungary) 
April 26
Audubon Day 
Tanzania Union Day 
April 27
Santo Toribio Fiesta
Sierra Leone Independence Day
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[In Brussels, Baudelaire] was safe from his creditors but had little to live on. And he 
couldn’t settle his hotel bill at the Hôtel du Grand Miroir, where he lived in a small 
cell of a room. Since the room had no clock on the mantelpiece and his watch was at 
the pawn shop, he told time by the church bells. Norman R. Shapiro, Introduction to Les Fleurs du Mal

The first mechanical clocks ... were simply automatic bell ringers designed to rouse 
pious monks from bed and keep them on schedule. ... In the Judeo-Christian heri-
tage, time has always belonged to God. According to Genesis, God began time by 
dividing light from dark and setting the heavens moving. And since Adam and Eve’s 
eviction from Eden, God’s ownership has demanded hard labor—time on earth must 
be spent working, to earn our daily bread. If you believe God intended you to work, 
then it follows that the harder you work, the more you please God. Time in this 
sense is like a loan from God: men and women have an obligation to use it wisely, to 
“improve the time,” as the Puritans put it. Michael O’Malley, Keeping Watch: A History of American Time



South Africa Freedom Day 
Togo Independence Day 
April 27–May 03
Floralia
Ludi 
April 28
Freedom of Entry Ceremony
April 29
Greenery Day
Kyokusui-no-En
April 29–May 03
Uesugi Matsuri 
April 30
May Day Eve (Ireland) 
May Day Eve (Italy) 
May Day Eve (Switzerland) 

(MaitagVorabend) 
May Day Eve (Czech Republic) 
Juliana’s (Queen) Birthday 
Saigon Liberation Day 
St. James’s Day
Walpurgis Night (Walpurgisnacht) 
April 30–May 01
Minehead Hobby Horse Parade
April, biennially
Awuru Odo Festival 
April, three days
Sandburg Days Festival 
April, early
Chinhae Cherry Blossom Festival 
Hitachi Furyumono
Sealing the Frost 
April, early, Saturday in
Great Falls Ski Club Mannequin Jump 
April, early, to mid–May
Ombashira Matsuri 
April, first Saturday
Grand National 
April, first full week
Masters Golf Tournament 
April, first weekend and Monday
Tater Days
April, second Friday
Liberian Fast and Prayer Day 
April, mid–
Arctic Circle Race 
Chhau Mask-Dance Festival 
French Quarter Festival
Kiribati National Health Day 
Santamaría (Juan) Day 

In times before industrial noise pollution, the ringing of the town bell was audible 
at the city limits, and indeed sometimes served to demarcate the boundary between 
neighboring villages. (The French word for ‘bell’ [cloche] came to mean ‘clock’ as 
well.) Particular town clocks were envied for their ornateness or beauty but rarely 
for their accuracy (no minute hands). Into the seventeenth century, many town 
clocks were still regularly reset by sundials.  

At home I live in a tower where at dawn and at sunset every day a very big bell 
rings out the Ave Maria. This jangling frightens my very tower; to me, it seems 
unendurable at first, but in a short time it has me tamed, so that I hear it without a 
disturbance and often without awakening. Michel de Montaigne, Of custom

Bells were not mere time-keepers; they were among the central media of religious 
and civic communication in late medieval and early modern Europe. Bells were 
located in either church steeples or municipally owned towers, often with custody 
battles between church and state (see more on bells below). Again we see the tru-
ism in the history of time-keeping that whoever sets the time controls the society. 
Today the state has won decisive control over the time, or to be more precise, 
the military, as in the U. S. Naval Observatory, which sets the official time in the 
United States. Physicists are the new priests. John Durham Peters, Calendar, Clock, Tower



Thingyan
Water-Splashing Festival (Dai New Year)
Wildlife Film Festival, International 
April, mid–, to early May
St. Mark, Fair of (Feria de San Marcos)
April, mid–, to late September
Tivoli Gardens Season 
April, third Monday
Boston Marathon
Patriots’ Day 
April, third Monday, eve of
Annual Lantern Ceremony  
April, third Monday and preceding 

Sunday
Sechseläuten 
April, third week
Whistlers Convention, International 
April, third weekend
Kewpiesta 
New England Folk Festival 
April, fourth Monday
Fast Day
April, fourth Thursday
Take Our Daughters to Work Day 
April, last Sunday
Landsgemeinde 
April, first weekend after last 

Wednesday
Butter and Egg Days
April, last Friday
Arbor Day
April, last Saturday
Cynonfardd Eisteddfod 
Maryland Hunt Cup
April, begins Sunday before last 

weekend
University of Pennsylvania Relay Carnival 
April, last full week
Administrative Professionals Week 
World’s Biggest Fish Fry
April, last week
Tucson International Mariachi 

Conference 
April, last full weekend
Shad Festival 
April, last weekend
Landing of d’Iberville
Stockton Asparagus Festival
Vermont Maple Festival 
Vidalia Onion Festival 
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April, last weekend–first weekend in May
Buccaneer Days 
April, last two weeks
Carnival (U.S. Virgin Islands)
April, late
Crosses, Festival of the (Fiesta de las 

Cruces) 
Georgia Harmony Jubilee 
Jazzkaar Festival
April, late, to early May
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival
April or May
Aboakyer Festival 
Diamond Head Crater Celebration 
Moro-Moro Play 
Spamarama
April–May
Stanford Antigua Sailing Week
To Kill a Mockingbird Annual Production 
April–May, every 4–6 years
Floralies 
April and June, between
Blessing of the Bikes 
April–October, every 10 years
Floriade 
April and October, two events
Morija Arts and Cultural Festival 
April–November
Stratford Festival 
May
Burning of the Ribbons (Queima das 

Fitas) 
Cannes Film Festival
Ch’un-hyang Festival 
Dhungri Fair
Elisabeth (Queen) International Music 

Competition 
Fleet Week (New York City)
Geranium Day 
Jammolpur Ceremony 
Land Diving 
Lilac Festival
May Festival, International 
Mayfest, International
Mayoring Day 
Memphis in May International Festival 
Mille Miglia 
Monaco Grand Prix
Pike Festival, National 
Punjabi American Festival

A feeling for the value of time, notwithstanding all “rationalization,” is not met with 
even in the capital of Russia. Trud, the trade-union institute for the study of work, 
under its director, Gastiev, launched a poster campaign for punctuality. From earli-
est times a large number of clockmakers have been settled in Moscow. Like medieval 
guilds, they are crowded in particular streets, on the Kuznetsky Bridge, on Ulitsa 
Gertsena. One wonders who actually needs them. “Time is money”—for this aston-
ishing statement posters claim the authority of Lenin, so alien is the idea to the 
Russians. They fritter everything away. (One is tempted to say that minutes are a 
cheap liquor of which they can never get enough, that they are tipsy with time.) If 
on the street a scene is being shot for a film, they forget where they are going and 
why, and follow the camera for hours, arriving at the office distraught. In his use of 
time, therefore, the Russian will remain “Asiatic” longest of all. Once I needed to be 
wakened at seven in the morning: “Please knock tomorrow at seven.” This elicited 
from the Schweizar—as hotel porters are called here—the following Shakespearean 
monologue: “If we think of it we shall wake you, but if we do not think of it we shall 
not wake you. Actually we usually do think of it, and then we wake people. But to the 
sure, we also forget and are under no obligation, of course, but if it crosses our mind, 
we do it. When do you want to be wakened? At seven? Then we shall write that down. 
You see, I am putting the message there where he will find it. Of course, if he does not 
find it, then he will not wake you. But usually we do wake people.” The real unit of 
time is the seichas. This means “at once.” You can hear it ten, twenty, thirty times, and 
wait hours, days or weeks until the promise is carried out. By the same token, you 
seldom hear the answer no. Negative replies are left to time. Time catastrophes, time 
collisions are therefore as much the order of the day as remonte [the constant, frantic 
rearranging and replacing of activities, offices and bureaus in Soviet life]. They make 
each hour superabundant, each day exhausting, each life a moment. Walter Benjamin, “Moscow”  



Rodgers Festival, Jimmie 
Simbra Oilor (Sheep Counting) 
Tako-Age (Kite Flying) 
Wall Street Rat Race
Washington State Apple Blossom 

Festival 
May 01
Beltane 
Bona Dea Festival
Cheese Rolling 
Cross-Quarter Days
Fire Festivals
Law Day 
Lei Day 
Loyalty Day 
Marshall Islands Constitution Day
May Day 
May Day (France) 
May Day (Scandinavia) 
May Day (Spain) 
May Day (Czech Republic) (Prvého Máje)
Moving Day 
St. Evermaire, Game of
St. Joseph the Worker, Feast of 
St. Tammany’s Day 
Vappu 
May 01, begins first Thursday after
Calendimaggio
May 01–04
Sant’ Efisio, Festival of 
May 01–15
San Isidro in Peru, Fiesta of
May 01–31
Flores de Mayo (El Salvador) 
May 01–July 31
Wicklow Gardens Festival 
May 03
Aymuray (Song of the Harvest) 
Día de la Santa Cruz (Day of the Holy 

Cross)
Exaltation of the Cross, Feast of the
Polish Constitution Day
May 03–04
Hakata Dontaku
May 03–05
Tako-Age (Kite Flying) 
May 04
Cassinga Day 
Kent State Memorial Day
Restoration of Independence of the 

THe seveN-dAY wARs

fRom The Seven Day CirCle: 
The hiSTory anD Meaning 

of The Week
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Republic of Latvia
Rhode Island Independence Day
May 04–05
Dutch Liberation Day
May 05
Cinco de Mayo
Ethiopia Patriots’ Victory Day 
Japan Constitution Memorial Day
Kodomo-no-Hi (Children’s Day) 
Napoleon’s Day
Tango-no-Sekku (Boys’ Day Festival) 
Thailand Coronation Day 
Urini Nal (Children’s Day) 
May 06
Hidrellez Festival
Martyrs’ Day (Lebanon)
St. George’s Day (Bulgaria) 
Syria Martyrs’ Day 
May 07
Tagore (Rabindranath), Birthday of 
May 07–08
St. Nicholas’s Day (Italy) 
May 08
Blavatsky (Helena Petrovna), Death of 
Helston Flora Day 
Nabekamuri Matsuri (Pan-on-Head 

Festival) 
May 09
Lemuralia 
St. Christopher’s Day 
St. Joan of Arc, Feast Day of 
Victory Day (Russia) 
May 10
Golden Spike Anniversary 
May 11
Lemuralia 
May 11–13
Frost Saints’ Days
May 12
Garland Day
May 12, week including
Hospital Week, National 
May 13
Jamestown Day 
Our Lady of Fátima Day
May 14
Carabao Festival 
Liberia National Unification Day
May 14–15
Paraguay Independence Day 



May 15
Aoi Matsuri
Lemuralia 
Race of the Ceri 
San Isidro the Farmer, Feast of 
St. Dymphna’s Day
May 15, Sunday after
St. Gens, Festival of (La Fête de St. Gens)
May 16
St. Brendan’s Day 
May 17
Mut l-ard
Norway Constitution Day (Syttende Mai) 
May 17, weekend nearest
Syttende Mai Fest 
May 17–18
Toshogu Haru-No-Taisai (Great Spring 

Festival of the Toshogu Shrine)
May 18
Haiti Flag and University Day 
May 18, weekend near
Sanja Matsuri (Three Shrines Festival) 
May 19
Atatürk Remembrance (Youth and Sports 

Day) 
Ho Chi Minh’s Birthday
Malcolm X’s Birthday
St. Dunstan’s Day 
May 20
Cameroon National Day 
East Timor Independence Day 
Emancipation Day (Tallahassee, Florida) 
Mecklenburg Independence Day 
May 21
Chile Battle of Iquique Day (Día de las 

Glorias Navales)
May 21–23
Anastenaria
May 22
Biological Diversity, International Day for 
Maritime Day, National
Santa Rita, Fiesta of
Yemen Independence and National Days 
May 22–23
Bab, Declaration of the 
May 24
Bermuda Day
Bulgarian Culture Day 
Commonwealth Day
Eritrea Independence Day



May 24, Sunday nearest
Aldersgate Experience 
May 24, Monday nearest
Bonfire Night 
May 24–25
Stes. Maries, Fête des 
May 25
African Liberation Day
Argentine National Day
Jordan Independence Day
Lebanon Resistance and Liberation Day
Moving Day 
May 25, week beginning
Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of 

Non-Self-Governing Territories
May 26
Georgia Independence Day
Guyana Independence Day
May 27
Children’s Day
May 27–June 03
Reconciliation Week, National
May 28
Armenia First Republic Day 
Azerbaijan Independence Days 
Ethiopia National Day 
May 29
Baha’u’llah, Ascension of
Founder’s Day 
Garland Day
Shick-Shack Day (Shik-Shak Day, 

Shicsack Day, Shig-Shag Day)
May 30
Indian Arrival Day 
St. Joan of Arc, Feast Day of 
May 30–31
Kaamatan Festival
May 31
Flores de Mayo (Philippines) 
Royal Brunei Armed Forces Day 
South Africa Republic Day 
Visitation, Feast of the
May, biennially
Greenville Treaty Camporee 
May, odd-numbered years
Islamic Festival 
May, early
Royal Ploughing Ceremony 
Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival
May, three weeks



Prague Spring International Music 
Festival

May, first Sunday
Chongmyo Taeje (Royal Shrine Rite)
Cosby Ramp Festival 
Sunday School Day
May, begins first Sunday
Family Week
May, first Monday
Eight-Hour Day
May, first Saturday
Kentucky Derby
Prague Kolache Festival
Seagull–Calling Contest
May, first full week
Be Kind to Animals Week 
May, first week, through mid–July
Boston Pops
May, first full weekend
Irrigation Festival 
May, first weekend
Blessing of the Shrimp Fleet
Crawfish Festival (Breaux Bridge, 

Louisiana) 
Iris Fest (Fete de l’Iris) 
Kelly (Emmett) Clown Festival 
Mushroom Festival 
Nations, Festival of (Minnesota)
May, first weekend, biennial
Richmond Fossil Festival 
May, second Sunday
Kattestoet (Festival of the Cats) 
Mother’s Day 
May, second Sunday, to third 

Sunday in June
Family Month, National
May, second weekend
Bar-B-Q Festival, International 
Bun Bang Fai (Boun Bang Fay; Rocket 

Festival) 
Downtown Hoedown
Tulip Time
May, mid–
St. Isidore, Festival of
Tejano Conjunto Festival 
May, third Saturday
Armed Forces Day (United States) 
Preakness Stakes 
May, third weekend
Black Ships Festival



Calaveras County Fair and Frog Jumping 
Jubilee 

Dulcimer Days 
Kingsburg Swedish Festival 
Maifest
May, second to last Sunday
Cavalcata Sarda 
May, begins last week
Annapolis Valley Apple Blossom Festival 
May, last Sunday
Big Singing 
May, last Monday
Fiji Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna Day
Memorial Day 
May, last weekend
DC Black Pride Festival 
Maytime Festival, International 
May, Memorial Day weekend
Alma Highland Festival and Games 
Coca-Cola 600
Dakota Cowboy Poetry Gathering
Detroit Electronic Music Festival
General Clinton Canoe Regatta 
I Madonnari Italian Street Painting 

Festival
Italian Festival 
Mule Days
Northwest Folklife Festival 
Ole Time Fiddlers and Bluegrass Festival 
Polka Festival, National 
Sasquatch! Music Festival 
Tubman (Harriet) Annual Pilgrimage 
Ute Bear Dance 
Vandalia Gathering 
May, Sunday before Memorial Day 

weekend
Neighbor Day
May, Sunday of Memorial Day 

weekend
Indianapolis 500
May, late
Chelsea Flower Show 
Chestertown Tea Party Festival
Regatta of the Great Maritime Republics 
May, late Saturday
Memorial Day Luminaria at 

Fredericksburg National Cemetery
May, late, during the week following 

Victoria Day
Calgary International Children’s Festival



May, late, or early June
Bath International Music Festival
Bergen International Festival 
DanceAfrica 
Gawai Dayak 
Hay-on-Wye Festival of Literature
Waila Festival 
West Virginia Strawberry Festival 
May, late–early July
Barnum Festival
May or June
Bachok Cultural Festival 
Choctaw Trail of Tears Walk 
May or June, even–numbered years
Roots Festival 
May–June
Alpaufzug
Carnival Memphis
Fes Festival of World Sacred Music 
Florence Musical May (Maggio Musicale 

Fiorentino) 
French Open Tennis 
Gaspee Days
Gyangzê Horse-Racing Festival 
Israel Festival 
Istanbul Festivals, International 
Rose Festival
Ruhr Festival 
Shinran-Shonin Day 
Sofia Music Weeks
Spoleto Festival USA 
Thargelia
Vienna Festival
May–June, even–numbered years
Reykjavik Arts Festival (Listahátí 

íReykjavík)
May–August
Banff Festival of the Arts 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera
May–September
Byblos Festival 
Graveyard Cleaning and Decoration Day 
Jodlerfests (Yodeling Festivals) 
Wolf Trap Summer Festival Season
May–September, Sunday
Pied Piper Open Air Theater
May–October, every 10 years
Oberammergau Passion Play 
May–October, full moon nights
Ramayana Ballet 
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May–November
Flanders Festival 
May (Main Festival) and December 

(Winter Weekend Festival)
Jacob’s Ladder 
June
Aldeburgh Festival of Music and the Arts 
Alexandra Rose Day
Anchorage Festival of Music
Black Music Month 
Broadstairs Dickens Festival 
Bulu Festival
Bumba-Meu-Boi Folk Drama 
Carifest 
Common Ridings Day 
Egungun Festival
Encaenia Day
Golden Chariot and Battle of the 

Lumecon, Procession of the
Golden Orpheus 
Holland Festival 
Jewish Cultural Festival 
Joust of the Saracens 
Juvenalia 
Laytown Strand Races 
Le Mans Motor Race
Lewis and Clark Festival 
Native American Ceremonies in June at 

Devils Tower 
Ovoo Worship Festival
Portland Rose Festival 
Elizabeth II (Queen) Birthday
Sanno Matsuri 
Strawberry Festival 
Superman Celebration
Tsunahiki Matsuri 
White Nights
June 01
Kenya Madaraka Day
Samoa Independence Day
Young’s (Brigham) Birthday 
June 02
Malaysia Birthday of SPB Yang di–

Pertuan Agong 
St. Elmo’s Day 
June 03
Uganda Martyrs Day 
June 04
Tiananmen Square Anniversary 
Tonga Emancipation Day



June 05
Congo National Days
Seychelles Liberation Day 
World Environment Day 
June 06
D-Day 
South Korea Memorial Day
Swedish Flag Day 
June 07
Bahamas Labor Day 
Malta Sette Guigno (Commemoration of 

Uprising of June 7, 1919)
June 08
St. Médardus’s Day
June 09
Denmark Constitution Day
St. Columba’s Day
Uganda National Heroes Day
June 10
Portugal National Day 
Time Observance Day 
June 11
Matralia 
St. Barnabas’s Day
June 12
Philippines Independence Day
June 13
St. Anthony of Padua, Feast of
June 14
Flag Day 
Malawi Freedom Day
Rice-Planting Festival at Osaka
St. Vitus’s Day 
June 15
Chagu-Chagu Umakko 
Magna Carta Day 
Valdemar (King) Day 
June 16
Bloomsday 
South Africa Youth Day 
June 17
Bunker Hill Day
Children’s Day
Iceland Independence Day 
Saigusa Matsuri 
South Korea Constitution Day 
World Day to Combat Desertification and 

Drought
June 18
Cambodia Queen Sihanouk’s Birthday



Seychelles National Day 
June 19
Juneteenth
New Church Day 
June 19, Saturday nearest
Departure of the Continental Army 
Election of the Mayor of Ock Street
June 20
Argentina Flag Day
Argentine National Day
Eritrean Martyrs’ Day
West Virginia Day 
June 20–26, Saturday between
Juhannus (Midsummer Day) 
June 21
Aboriginal Day, National
Greenland National Day 
Lismore Lantern Parade
Midnight Sun Festival 
June 21, weekend nearest
Fyr-Bål Fest
June 21 or 22, Saturday nearest
Bawming the Thorn Day 
June 21–22
Summer Solstice 
Winter Solstice 
Ysyakh
June 22
St. Alban’s Day
June 22, begins
Lily Festival (Festa dei Giglio)
June 22, eight days beginning
Croatia Anti-Fascist Resistance Day 

(Anti–Fascism Day) 
Xilonen, Festival of 
June 23
Bonfire Night
Calinda Dance
Druids’ Summer Solstice Ceremony 
Estonia Victory Day 
Luxembourg National Day
So Joo Festival: The Eve of St. John’s 

Feast Day 
St. John’s Eve (Denmark)
St. John’s Eve (France) (La Vielle de la 

Saint Jean) 
St. John’s Eve (Germany) 

(Johannisnacht) 
St. John’s Eve (Greece)
St. John’s Eve (Ireland) 

All of us and perhaps all of you read in childhood, while in school, that greatest of 
all monuments of ancient literature, the Official Railroad Guide. […]Every morn-
ing, with six-wheeled precision, at the same hour, at the same minute, we wake up, 
millions of us at once. At the very same hour, millions like one, we begin our work, 
and millions like one, we finish it. United into a single body with a million hands, 
at the very same second, designated by the Tables, we carry the spoons to our 
mouths; at the same second we all go out to walk, go to the auditorium, to the halls 
for the Taylor exercises, and then to bed. I shall be quite frank: even we have not 
attained the absolute, exact solution of the problem of happiness. Yevgeny Zamyatin, We

A day in the life of a musician 

An artist must regulate his life. 

Here is a time-table of my daily acts. I rise at 7.18; am 
inspired from 10.23 to 11.47. I lunch at 12.11 and leave 
the table at 12.14. A healthy ride on horse-back round my 
domain follows from 1.19 pm to 2.53 pm. Another bout of 
inspiration from 3.12 to 4.7 pm. From 5 to 6.47 pm various 
occupations (fencing, reflection, immobility, visits, contem-
plation, dexterity, natation, etc.) 

Dinner is served at 7.16 and finished at 7.20 pm. From 8.9 to 9.59 
pm symphonic readings (out loud). I go to bed regularly at 10.37 
pm. Once a week (on Tuesdays) I awake with a start at 3.14 am. 



St. John’s Eve (Spain)
Wianki Festival of Wreaths 
June 23–24
St. John’s Eve and Day (Latvia) 

(JanuVakars) 
June 24
Human Towers of Valls 
Inti Raymi Fiesta 
Kupalo Festival 
Ladouvane 
Midsummer Day 
Quarter Days 
San Juan and San Pedro Festivals 
San Juan Pueblo Feast Day 
St. Hans Festival 
St. John’s Day
St. John’s Day (Guatemala)
St. John’s Day (Portugal) 
St. John’s Day (Puerto Rico) 
Venezuela Battle of Carabobo Day
June 24, Monday nearest
Newfoundland Discovery Day
June 25
Croatia Statehood Day 
Mozambique Independence Day 
Slovenia National Day
June 25, weekend nearest
Little Big Horn Days
June 26
Madagascar Independence Day 
June 27
Djibouti Independence Day 
Martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith
Stonewall Rebellion, Anniversary of the 
Tajikistan Day of National Unity 
June 28
Ukraine Constitution Day 
June 28–29
Palio of the Goose and River Festival 
June 29
Mnarja (Imnarja; Feast of St. Peter and 

St. Paul)
San Juan and San Pedro Festivals 
Seychelles Independence Day
St. Peter’s Day (Belgium)
Sts. Peter and Paul Day 
June 29, weekend nearest
St. Peter’s Fiesta
June 30
Democratic Republic of Congo 

My only nourishment consists of food that is white: eggs, 
sugar, shredded bones, the fat of dead animals, veal, salt, 
coco-nuts, chicken cooked in white water, mouldy fruit, rice, 
turnips, sausages in camphor, pastry, cheese (white varieties), 
cotton salad, and certain kinds of fish (without their skin). 
I boil my wine and drink it cold mixed with the juice of the 
Fuschia. I have a good appetite but never talk when eating for 
fear of strangling myself. 

I breathe carefully (a little at a time) and dance very rarely. 
When walking I hold my ribs and look steadily behind me. 

My expression is very serious; when I laugh it is uninten-
tional, and I always apologise very politely. 

I sleep with only one eye closed, very profoundly. My bed is 
round with a hole in it for my head to go through. Every hour 
a servant takes my temperature and gives me another. Erik Satie

Between 1883 and 1918, when the new time [the time of the railroad] was being 
enacted by private industry without having been established by federal laws, there 
were frequent outcries from localities. “Let us keep our own noon,” demanded the 
prestigious Boston Evening Transcript as word of the railroad’s plan spread. The 
Louisville Courier Journal referred to standardization as “a monstrous fraud,” “a 
compulsory lie,” and “a swindle.” Robert Levine, A Geography of Time



Independence Day 
Guatemala Army Day
June, even–numbered years
Newport to Bermuda Race 
June, odd–numbered years
Humor and Satire Festival, International
Moravian Music Festival 
Paris Air and Space Show 
June, two weeks
Connecticut Early Music Festival
June, early
Casals Festival 
Crazy Horse Ride and Veterans’ Powwow 
Derby Day
Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival 
Texas Folklife Festival
June, early, in odd–numbered years
Black and White Ball
June, early, Saturday or Sunday
Blackbeard Pirate Festival 
June, early, one week in
Lanimer Festival 
June, early, weekend
Rock Ness 
June, early, three day weekend
Hatfield and McCoy Reunion Festival and 

Marathon
June, early, to mid-July
Festival-Institute at Round Top, 

International 
June, first Sunday
Sjomannadagur (Seaman’s Day) 
June, first Monday
Davis’s (Jefferson) Birthday
June, first Friday
Bahamas Labor Day 
June, begins first Friday
Agriculture Fair at Santarém, National
June, first Saturday
Caricom Day 
Appleseed (Johnny), Birthday of 
June, first full week
Bowlegs (Billy) Festival 
Carillon Festival, International 
June, first week
Sun Fun Festival 
June, first weekend
Chicago Gospel Music Festival
Elfreth’s Alley Fete Day
Raid on Redding Ridge 

S
t
o
c
k
 
p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
 
t
a
g
g
e
d
 
w
i
t
h
 
“
t
i
m
e
.
”

    

At noon on November 18, 1883, standard time was imposed on the United States. 
American cities, towns, and villages abandoned approximately forty-nine local 
or sun-regulated times in favor of four scientific, clock-defined zones. This new 
time was regulated not only by Greenwich mean time but by the Gilded Age mar-
riage between money-grubbing telegraph companies and scientific, astronomical 
observatories. The telegraph, not the sun, now communicated time to a temporally 
unified nation and, in the process, helped pave the way for the globalization of 
abstract, decontextualized world time. Mark M. Smith, Mastered by the Clock: Time, Slavery and Freedom in the 

American South



Rogers (Roy) Festival 
Sea, Festival of the (Seamen’s Day, 

Sjomannadagur) 
Yukon International Storytelling Festival 
June, usually first weekend
Yale-Harvard Regatta 
June, first three weeks
Sitka Summer Music Festival 
June, second Sunday
Children’s Day
Race Unity Day 
Wood (Grant) Art Festival 
June, second Monday
Kamehameha (King) Celebration
June, second week
New Zealand National Agricultural 

Fieldays 
Telluride Hang Gliding Festival 
June, second weekend
Canadian International Military Tattoo 
Dulcimer and Harp Convention 
Morris Rattlesnake Roundup 
Red Earth Native American Cultural 

Festival
Sea Music Festival 
Spock Days/Galaxyfest 
June, second weekend and third 

week
Frankenmuth Bavarian Festival 
June, mid–
Country Music Fan Fair, International 
Great American Brass Band Festival 
Arab International Festival 
Heidi Festival 
NEBRASKAland DAYS 
Royal Ascot
Schubertiade
Struga Poetry Evenings 
Tako-Age (Kite Flying) 
Turtle Days 
Viking Festival 
June, mid Saturday
Vinegar Festival, International 
June, mid to late
Jackalope Days
June, mid–, through July
Andersen (Hans Christian) Festival
June, mid–, through mid–August
Caramoor International Music Festival 
June, third Sunday

“Now in an artificial world like ours, the soul of man is further removed from 
its God and the Heavenly Truth, than the chronometer carried to China, is from 
Greenwich. And, as that chronometer, if at all accurate, will pronounce it to be 12 
o’clock high-noon, when the China local watches say, perhaps, it is 12 o’clock mid-
night; so the chronometric soul, if in this world true to its great Greenwich in the 
other, will always, in its so-called intuitions of right and wrong, be contradicting 
the mere local standards and watch-maker’s brains of this earth. 
 Bacon’s brains were mere watch-maker’s brains; but Christ was a chronometer; 
and the most exquisitely adjusted and exact one, and the least affected by all ter-
restrial jarrings, of any that have ever come to us. And the reason why his teachings 
seem folly to the Jews, was because he carried that Heaven’s time in Jerusalem, 
while the Jews carried Jerusalem time there. Did he not expressly say— My wisdom 
(time) is not of this world? […]
 Of what use to the Chinaman would a Greenwich chronometer, keeping 
Greenwich time, be? Were he thereby to regulate his daily actions, he would be 
guilty of all manner of absurdities:—going to bed at noon, say, when his neighbors 
would be sitting down to dinner. And thus, though the earthly wisdom of man 
be heavenly folly to God; so also, conversely, is the heavenly wisdom of God an 
earthly folly to man. Literally speaking, this is so. Nor does the God at the heavenly 
Greenwich expect common men to keep Greenwich wisdom in this remote Chinese 
world of ours...” Herman Melville, Pierre

Standard observatory time made it possible for a centralized railroad organization 
to oversee and synchronize its many moving parts, human and otherwise…Like 
standard money, this new time also lent itself to circulation. Easily transmitted by 
telegraph, it could be bought and used by anyone whose line of work demanded it...



Father’s Day
June, four days ending third Sunday
United States Open Championship in 

Golf 
June, third Monday
Argentina Flag Day
June, third Saturday
Alabama Blueberry Festival 
Hollerin’ Contest, National 
Jousting Tournament 
Bunch (Madam Lou) Day 
June, third full week
Oldtime Fiddlers’ Contest and Festival, 

National 
June, third week
Five-Petalled Rose Festival 
June, third weekend
Kiamichi Owa-Chito (Festival of the 

Forest) 
Okmulgee Pecan Festival
June, Father’s Day weekend
Manly Man Festival and Spam Cook–Off, 

National 
June, fourth Sunday
Svenskarnas Dag 
June; fifth Saturday after first 

Saturday in May
Belmont Stakes
June, last Sunday
Gioco del Ponte
June, last Tuesday and Wednesday
Windjammer Days 
June, last full week
Kiel Week 
June, last week, through first week 

of July, 10 days
Taste of Chicago
June, last full weekend
DC Caribbean Carnival 
Watermelon Thump 
June, last weekend
Idaho Regatta 
Keller (Helen) Festival 
Kingdom Days
St. Martha’s Day
Verdur Rock 
June, last weekend, through first 

week in July
Montreal Jazz Festival 
June, last weekend, to first weekend 

[An entrepreneur] compared standard time to standardized denominations of cur-
rency—an apt comparison, since telegraphed standard time facilitated the same 
exchange of goods and information that money encouraged. Standard time, like 
standard money, was a universal solvent dissolving the glue of local tradition and 
custom. Michael O’Malley, Keeping Watch

In the 1840s, the individual English railway companies proceded to standardize 
time, but did not coordinate their efforts; each company instituted a new time on 
its own line. The process was so novel that it was repeated daily, in the most cum-
bersome manner, as Bagwell describes, apropos of the Grand Junction Company’s 
procedure: ‘Each morning an Admiralty messenger carried a watch bearing the 
correct time to the guard on the down Irish Mail leaving Euston for Holyhead. On 



in July
American Folklife, Festival of 
June, late
Gorilla Naming Ceremony (Kwita Izina) 
Marbles Tournament, National
Sioux Sun Dance 
Utah Arts Festival 
June, late, including midsummer’s eve
Jutajaiset Folklore Festival
June, late, or early July
World’s Largest Salmon Barbecue 
June, late, to early July
Freedom Festival, International 
Wooden Boat Festival 
June, late, to early July; begins six 

weeks before first Monday in 
August

Wimbledon 
June, late, to July
Tartu Hanseatic Days 
June, late, through early July
South Africa National Arts Festival 

(Grahamstown Festival) 
June, late, to late July, every four years
Landshut Wedding 
June, late, to mid–August
Central City Opera Festival
June, late, to late August
Aspen Music Festival 
June, late, to early September
Tell (William) Play
June, late, through September;  

rainy season
Geerewol Celebrations
June, end of
Acadian Festival 
Bouphonia (Buphonia) 
New Yam Festival 
June, end of, through August
Santa Fe Opera Festival 
June, end of, through September
Athens Festival 
June or July, usually
Hemis Festival 
June–July
Istanbul Festivals, International 
London, Festival of the City of 
Music and Dance Festival, International 
Poetry Festival of Medellín, International 
Special Olympics 

arrival at Holyhead the time was passed on to officials on the Kingston boat who 
carried it over to Dublin. On the return mail to Euston the watch was carried back 
to the Admiralty messenger at Euston once more.’ Wolfgang Schivelbusch, The Railway Journey

Ruth Belville

Elizabeth Ruth Naomi Belville (5 March 1854–7 December 1943), also known as 
the Greenwich Time Lady, was a businesswoman from London. She, her mother 
Maria Elizabeth, and her father John Henry, sold people the time. This was done 
by setting a watch to Greenwich Mean Time, as shown by the Greenwich clock, 
and then selling people the time by letting them look at their watch.

History

Ruth Belville’s father, John Henry Belville, created a service for 200 clients in 
1836. Each morning, John Henry went to Greenwich Observatory, where he 
worked, and set his watch to Greenwich Mean Time. He would then set off in his 
buggy and would set the clocks correctly for clients subscribed to the service.
John Henry continued this service up until his death in 1856. His widow, Maria, 
was granted the privilege of carrying on the work as a means of livelihood and 
continued the business until her retirement in 1892, when she was in her eight-
ies. Ruth Belville then took over the business. She continued the business up until 
1940, by which time World War Two had started.Belville was in her eighties when 
she retired and at the age of 86 she was still able to journey about twelve miles 
from her home and attend at the Observatory by 9 a.m. She died at the age of 90.
 The watch used by the business was a John Arnold pocket chronometer 
No. 485/786, nicknamed “Arnold”. It was originally made for the Duke of Sussex 
and had a gold case. When it was given to John Henry, he changed the case to 
silver because he was worried thieves might steal a gold watch. When Ruth died, 
the watch was left to the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers.
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Vincy Carnival 
Zurich Festival 
June–July, every four years
World Cup 
June–early July
Mozart Festival (Mozartfest) 
June–August
Black Hills Passion Play
Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival 
Puccini Festival 
Saratoga Festival 
June–August, weekends
Mohawk Trail Concerts 
June–September
Caturmas
Famadihana 
Medora Musical
Nuits de Fourvière 
Ravinia Festival 
June–September, every five years
Great World Theatre 
June–October
Baile de las Turas (Dance of the Flutes) 
Charlottetown Festival 
Midimu Ceremony 
Midsummer
Cronia (Kronia) 
Idaho International Dance and Music 

Festival 
Summer
Baltic Song Festivals 
Route 66 Festival 
Summer, varies
Toronto Caribana (Toronto Caribbean 

Carnival)
Summer, early
Footwashing Day 
Summer, mid–
Arapaho Sun Dance 
Summer, late
Creek Green Corn Ceremony 
Wheat Harvest (Transylvania) 
Summer or Fall
Folk Festival, National 
Summer, full moon night
Nevis Tea Meeting
July
Anjou Festival 
Avignon Festival 
Baltic-Nordic Harmonica Festival 
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Martial Bourdin

Martial Bourdin (1868 - 1894) was a French anarchist, who died on 15 February 
1894 when the chemical explosives he carried prematurely detonated outside the 
Royal Observatory in Greenwich Park.
 Although Bourdin sustained massive injuries, he remained alive and able 
to speak. He did not, however, reveal his name, specific target, or motives. He 
was carried to the Seamen’s Hospital nearby, where he died 30 minutes later.
 Later, police investigators discovered that Bourdin had left his room on 
Fitzroy Street in London and traveled by tram from Westminster to Greenwich 
Park. The police concluded that “some mischance or miscalculation or some 
clumsy bungling” had caused the bomb to explode in Bourdin’s hand. Because he 
was found with a large sum of money, the police speculated that he had planned 
to leave for France immediately. The police later raided the Club Autonomie in 
London—a popular club for foreign anarchists, including Bourdin.
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Bascarsija Nights 
Calgary Exhibition and Stampede 
Camel Market
Caribbean Festival (Feast of Fire) 
Common Ridings Day 
Curium Festival (Kourion Festival) 
Dairy Festival 
Dinosaur Days 
Dundee International Guitar Festival 
Flagstaff Festival of the Arts 
Hortobágy Bridge Fair and International 

Equestrian Festival 
Istanbul Festivals, International 
Jyvaskyla Arts Festival 
Lammas Fair
Midnight Sun Intertribal Powwow 
Montreux International Jazz Festival 
Munich Opera Festival
Niman Festival
North American Solar Challenge 
Northern Games 
Oath Monday
Potato Blossom Festival 
Puppeteers, Festival of 
Reggae Sumfest 
Royal Shows
Safari Rally 
Schützenfest (Marksmen’s Festival) 
Tabuleiros Festival (Festa dos Tabuleiros) 
Tour de France 
Turkish Wrestling Championships 
July 01
Botswana Sir Seretse Khama Day
Burundi Independence Day 
Canada Day 
Gettysburg Day 
Ghana Republic Day
Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region Establishment Day
Most Precious Blood, Feast of the 
Rwanda Independence Day 
Somalia Independence Day
July 01 to last Sunday
Shembe Festival 
July 01–15
Hakata Gion Yamagasa 
July 02
Bahia Independence Day
Palio, Festival of the 
July 03

leT THe people of CiNCiNNATi 
sTiCk To THe TRUTH 

As wRiTTeN bY THe sUN, 
mooN ANd sTARs

Cincinnati Time Store

The Cincinnati Time Store was a successful retail store that was created by 
American individualist anarchist Josiah Warren to test his theories that were 
based on his strict interpretation of the labor theory of value. The experimental 
store operated from May 18, 1827 until May 1830. It is considered to be the first 
use of notes for labor and as such, the first experiment in mutualism.
 Warren embraced the labor theory of value, which says that the value 
of a commodity is the amount of labor that goes into producing or acquiring it. 
From this he concluded that it was therefore unethical to charge more labor for 
a product than the labor required to produce it. Warren summed up this policy 
in the phrase “Cost the limit of price,” with “cost” referring the amount of labor 
one exerted in producing a good. Believing the labor is the foundational cost of 
things, he held that equal amounts of labor should, naturally, receive equal mate-
rial compensation. He set out to examine if his theories could be put to practice 
by establishing his “labor for labor store.” If his experiment proved to be success-
ful, his plan was to establish various colonies whose participants all agreed to 
use “cost the limit of price” in all economic transactions, hoping that all of society 
would eventually adopt the tenet in all economic affairs.
 In the store, customers could purchase goods with “labor notes” which 
represented an agreement to perform labor. The items in the store were initially 
marked up 7% to account for the labor required to bring them to market with the 
price increasing the longer the time that a customer spent with the shopkeeper, 
as measured by a timer dial; later this markup was reduced to 4%. Corn was 
used as a standard, with 12 pounds of corn being exchangeable with one hour 
of labor. The result of the system was that no one was able to profit from the 
labor of another—every individual ostensibly received the “full produce” of his 
labor. Adjustments were made for the difficulty and disagreeableness of the work 



Belarus Independence Day 
St. Thomas’s Day
July 03–August 11
Dog Days
July 04
Apache Maidens’ Puberty Rites 
Caricom Day 
Coolidge (Calvin) Birthday Celebration 
Esplanade Concerts
Fourth of July 
Fourth of July (Denmark)
Rwanda Liberation Day
Santa Isobel, Fiesta of 
Summer Festival 
Turtle Independence Day
July 04, week including
Kutztown Festival 
July 04, week of
Tom Sawyer Days, National 
Tonga Heilala Festival 
July 04, weekend near
Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo 
Fillmore Jazz Festival 
Smithville Fiddlers Jamboree and Crafts 

Festival
Wampanoag Powwow 
July 04, begins first Wednesday after
Choctaw Indian Fair
July 04, Thursday after
Vintners’ Procession 
July 05
Algeria Independence Day 
Armenia Constitution Day 
Cape Verde Independence Day 
Tynwald Ceremony
Venezuela Independence Day
July 05, Sunday after
Giants, Festival of the (Fête des Géants)
July 05–31
LaborFest
July 06
Comoros Independence Day
Dalai Lama, Birthday of the 
Hus (Jan) Day
Lithuania State Day (Coronation of King 

Mindaugas) 
Malawi Republic Day
July 06–13
Apollonian Games
Ludi 

performed, so that time was not the only factor taken into consideration. Warren 
also set up boards on the wall where individuals could post what kind of services 
they were seeking or had to sell so that others could respond, and trade among 
each other using labor notes.
 After a rough initial period, the store proved to be very successful. 
Warren’s goods were much cheaper than competitors’, though he maintained 
that he was not trying to put other stores out of business. Another store in the 
neighborhood converted to Warren’s methods. The fact that prices for goods 
rose the more time a customer spent with Warren resulted in very efficient trans-
actions. Warren said that he was doing more business in one hour than normal 
businesses do in one day, leading him to close shop part of the day to rest. 
Though the store was successful, the problem of equal labor times for different 
difficulties of work was a concern for Warren. He was never able to reconcile the 
objectivity of his “labor for labor” prescription with the subjectivity employed in 
determining how much time used for one type labor entailed the same amount of 
work exerted during a different amount of time performing another type of labor. 
He settled to simply credit it with being a matter of individual judgment. Warren 
closed the store in May 1830 in order to depart to set up colonies based upon the 
labor-cost principle (the most successful of these being “Utopia”), convinced that 
the store was a successful experiment in “Cost the limit of price.”

Asked at a trade union meeting why labor might not form a trust like Standard Oil, 
O’Connell recalled the story of the Pennsylvania Irishman, who when told that his 
train left at eight o’clock “standard time,” inquired irascibly, “Well, that settles it.” 
“Settles what?” queried the train’s conductor. “Why, the whole of it,” replied the 
stock Irishman. “They’ll be gittin’ the wind next, they’ve got the time now.” Michael 

O’Malley, Keeping Watch



July 06–14
San Fermin Festival
July 07
Juno Caprotina, Festival of 
Saba Saba Day 
Solomon Islands Independence Day
Tanabata (Star Festival) 
July 08
King’s Birthday (Nepal) 
July 09
Argentina Independence Day
Argentine National Day
Bab, Martyrdom of the 
July 10
Bahamas Independence Day
Kiribati Gospel Day (National Church 

Day) 
July 10–12
Kuwana Ishitori Matsuri 
July 11
Flemish Community, Feast Day of the 
St. Placidus Festival 
World Population Day 
July 11–13
Naadam
July 12
Kiribati Independence Day 
Orange Day (Orangemen’s Day) 
São Tomé and Principe National 

Independence Day
Wedding Festivities (Galicnik, 

Macedonia) 
July 13
Night Watch 
Our Lady of Fátima Day
Tribute of the Three Cows 
July 13–15
Obon Festival 
July 13 and October 14
Svetitskhovloba 
July 14
Bastille Day
Bastille Day (Kaplan, Louisiana) 
Tekakwitha (Kateri) Feast Day 
July 14, Saturday before
Cape Vincent French Festival 
July 14, week of
Guthrie (Woody) Folk Festival 
July 14, weekend nearest
Bastille, Festival de la 
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“The stopwatch is equivalent to a whip.” As a whip cut the air and skin to discipline 
labor, Taylor’s stopwatch cut and sliced Time itself to impose the machine logic of 
scientific management on human movements. Ibid.



July 15
Castor and Pollux, Festival of 
St. Swithin’s Day 
July 15, Sunday near
Také-no-Nobori 
July 16
Eddy (Mary Baker), Birthday of
La Paz Day 
Nuestra Señora de Itatí
Our Lady of Carmel, Feast of 
Pilgrimage of Saut d’Eau
July 16, about two weeks ending
Giglio Feast
July 16, week including
Tirana, La 
July 16, two consecutive Mondays after
Guelaguetza, La 
July 17
Gion Matsuri 
King’s Birthday (Lesotho) 
Muñoz-Rivera Day 
July 18
Uruguay Constitution Oath Taking Day 
July 19
Myanmar Martyrs’ Day 
July 20
Colombia Independence Day 
Elijah Day 
Moon Day
July 20–24
Osorezan Taisai 
July 20–26
Naadam
July 21
Belgium Independence Day 
July 21, week including
Hemingway (Ernest) Days Festival
July 22
Fasinada 
Gambia Revolution Day 
Madeleine, Fête de la 
Polish Liberation Day 
July 22–24
Warei Taisai
July 22–25
Wild Horse Festival (Soma-Nomaioi) 
July 23
Egypt Revolution Day 
Haile Selassie’s Birthday 
July 23–25

The motion picture “does for us what no other thing can do save a drug…it takes 
normal intervals of time and expands them one, two, or a thousand fold, or com-
presses them by the same ratio.” Enchanted by time, “we leave the theater with 
wonder in our hearts and admiration on our lips.” The article [from a 1915 issue 
of Scientific American] praised films’ ability to liberate the mind from its routinized 
time sense, to break down the standard time of everyday life and restore “the magic 
of our childhood,” lost, presumably, when we joined the work force. Ibid.



Nomaoi Matsuri (Horse Festival)
July 24
Mormon Pioneer Day
July 24, closest weekend
Earhart (Amelia) Festival 
July 24–25
Tenjin Matsuri 
July 25
Furrinalia
Grotto Day 
Puerto Rico Constitution Day
St. Christopher’s Day 
St. James’s Day
Tunisia Republic Day 
July 25, nearest Monday
Costa Rica Annexation of Guanacaste 

Day (Guanacaste Day, Dia de 
Guanacaste)

July 25–27
Festivities for the Day of National 

Rebellion 
July 26
Cuba Liberation Day
Liberia Independence Day 
Maldives Independence Day
St. Anne’s Day 
July 27
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 

National 
North Korea Victory Day
July 28, and other dates
Buffalo Soldiers Commemorations 
July 28–29
Peru Independence Day
July 29
Moreska Sword Dance 
St. Martha, Coffin Fiesta of
St. Olav’s Day
July 31
Llama Ch’uyay
St. Ignatius Loyola, Feast of
Vanuatu Independence Day 
July, usually
British Open 
Sandcastle Competition 
July, even-numbered years
Holy Queen Isabel, Festival of the 
Sound Symposium 
York Festival and Mystery Plays 
July, over three consecutive three-



day weekends
Wilder (Laura Ingalls) Pageant
July, early
Camel Cup Carnival 
Cheltenham International Festival of 

Music 
Essence Festival 
Roswell UFO Festival 
Sata-Häme Accordion Festival 
Wife-Carrying World Championships 
July, begins early, in odd–numbered 

years
Transpac Race
July, early, five days in
Henley Royal Regatta 
July, early, to early August
Aston Magna Festival
ImPulsTanz: Vienna International Dance 

Festival 
Savonlinna Opera Festival
July, early, to late August
Carthage, International Festival of
July, first Sunday
Clipping the Church Day
July, first Monday
Zambia Heroes Day
July, first Tuesday
Zambia Unity Day
July, first Thursday and the 

previous Tuesday
Ommegang
July, first Friday
Marshall Islands Fishermen’s Day
July, first Saturday
Cooperatives, International Day of 
July, first week
Gettysburg Civil War Heritage Days
Great Schooner Race
Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Festival 
July, first weekend
Basque Festival, National
Mariposa Folk Festival 
July, first or second weekend
Red Waistcoat Festival 
July, first week, to second week  

in August
Baths of Caracalla 
July, second Sunday

e.p. THompsoN



Schutzengelfest (Festival of the Guardian 
Angel)

July, second Saturday
Durham Miners’ Gala
Wayne Chicken Show
July, second week
Brady (Captain Samuel) Day 
Cherry Festival, National
North American Indian Days 
July, second full weekend
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 

and Gathering of Scottish Clans 
July, second weekend
Fur Trade Days 
Green River Rendezvous
Lindenfest 
Moose Dropping Festival
Moxie Festival 
Stånga Games
Winnipeg Folk Festival
July, mid–
Chugiak-Eagle River Bear Paw Festival 
Great Circus Parade 
Marrakech Popular Arts Festival 
Newport Music Festival
Pori International Jazz Festival
Ravello Music Festival 
Saintes Festival of Ancient Music
South Carolina Peach Festival
Southern Ute Tribal Sun Dance 
World Eskimo-Indian Olympics
July, mid, Friday and Saturday
Robin Hood Festival in Sherwood, 

Oregon
July, mid, one Saturday
New Deal Festival 
July, two weeks in mid– to late
Folkmoot 
July, mid, weekend
Denver Black Arts Festival 
July, mid, to mid–August
Dubrovnik Summer Games
Marlboro Music Festival 
Quartier d’été
Tailte Fair (Teltown Fair)
July, mid, through early September
Menuhin Festival
July, third Sunday
Basset Hound Games 
Maidens’ Fair on Mount Gaina 



Redentore, Festa del 
July, third Monday
Japan Marine Day 
July, third Saturday
Idlewild Jazz Festival 
Mollyockett Day 
July, third full week
Kinderzeche (Children’s Party) 
July, third week
Alpenfest
Golden Days
Kaustinen Folk Music Festival 
Rondo Days Celebration 
Swan Upping 
July, 10 days including third full 

week
Minneapolis Aquatennial Festival 
July, third weekend
Beiderbecke (Bix) Memorial Jazz Festival
Buffalo Days Powwow
Gold Discovery Days 
United States Air and Trade Show
Yarmouth Clam Festival
July, begins third weekend
Hill Cumorah Pageant 
July, third–fourth weekends
Michigan Brown Trout Festival 
July, fourth Sunday
World Champion Bathtub Race
July, fourth Monday
Hurricane Supplication Day 
July, fourth Saturday
Central Maine Egg Festival 
July, fourth weekend
Virginia Scottish Games
July, last Sunday
Crom Dubh Sunday 
Penitents, Procession of the (Belgium) 
Reek Sunday
July, last Thursday, Wednesday 

before
Chincoteague Pony Roundup and 

Penning
July, last Saturday
Ghanafest 
July, last full week
Cheyenne Frontier Days 
RAGBRAI 
July, last week
Days of ’76



July, last week, to first week in August
Merengue Festival (Festival de 

Merengue) 
July, last full weekend
Black Ships Festival
Bologna Festival
Chief Joseph Days 
Gilroy Garlic Festival 
Nordic Fest 
July, last weekend
Antique and Classic Boat Rendezvous 
Lumberjack World Championships
Manitoba Sunflower Festival 
Nicodemus Emancipation and 

Homecoming Celebration
Pardon of Ste. Anne d’Auray 
July, last two weekends, and first 

weekend in August
Song of Hiawatha Pageant 
July, late
Just for Laughs Festival
Klondike Days Exposition 
World Santa Claus Congress
July, late, in odd–numbered years
Bach Festival
July, late, one full week in
Cornouaille Festival 
July, late, to early August
Carnival (Cuba) 
Dodge City Days 
Jerash Festival of Culture and Art 
Tyre Festival 
July, late, to early August
Robin Hood Festival in Nottinghamshire, 

England 
July, late, to early August, weekend
Faces Etnofestival
July, late, to first Monday in August
Jamaica Festival 
July, late, through August
Bayreuth Festival
July or August
Panathenaea 
San Pedro International Costa Maya 

Festival 
July–August
American West, Festival of the 
Antigua Carnival
Baalbeck Festival 
Beiteddine Festival 
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Bregenz Festival
Carinthian Summer Music Festival 
German-American Volksfest 
Grand Haven Coast Guard Festival 
Moreska Sword Dance 
Rainforest World Music Festival 
Salzburg Festival 
Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival
Santander International Festival of Music 

and Dance
Seafair 
Tanglewood Music Festival
Trial of Louis Riel 
Triple Crown Pack Burro Races 
July–first Monday in August
Crop Over 
July–August, Friday evenings
’Ksan Celebrations 
July–September
Arts and Pageant of the Masters,  

Festival of 
Wood (Henry) Promenade Concerts 
July–September, Sunday
Maverick Sunday Concerts
July–September, weekends
Epidaurus Festival 
August
Abbotsford International Air Show 
Acadian Day
Belgian-American Days 
Busan Sea Festival 
Clown Festival, International 
Damba
Edinburgh International Festival 
Floating Lantern Ceremony (Toro 

Nagashi) 
Gaelic Mod 
Garma Festival
Great Battle of Hansan Festival (Hansan 

Daecheop) 
Harlem Week 
Hippokrateia Festival 
Homage to Cuauhtemoc (Homenaje a 

Cuauhtemoc) 
Hooverfest 
Hot Air Balloon Classic 
Looking Glass Powwow
Maralal Camel Derby 
Miramichi Folk Song Festival 
Mount Isa Rodeo and Mardi Gras 



New Jersey Offshore Grand Prix 
Onwasato Festival 
Pacific Northwest Festival 
Robots at Play 
Royal Shows
Senj International Summer Carnival 
St. Rocco’s Celebration (Rokovo) 
Waratambar 
Watts Festival 
Whe’wahchee (He’dewachi; Dance of 

Thanksgiving) 
August 01
Benin Independence Day
Cross-Quarter Days
Doggett’s Coat and Badge Race 
Fire Festivals
George Tupou V (King), Birthday of 
Lammas
Lughnasadh 
Swiss National Day
Trinidad and Tobago Emancipation Day 
August 01–02
Forgiveness, Feast of
August 01, or nearest Saturday
Emancipation Day (Canada)
August 02
Macedonian Ilinden (St. Elijah’s Uprising 

Day) 
Old Pecos Bull and Corn Dance 
Our Lady of the Angels, Feast of 
Virgen de Los Angeles Day
August 02–07
Nebuta Matsuri 
August 04
San Francisco’s Day (Lima, Peru)
August 05
Burkina Faso Independence Day 
Croatia Victory and Homeland 

Thanksgiving Day 
Grotto Day 
August 05–07
Hanagasa Odori
August 06
Bolivia Independence Day
Hiroshima Peace Ceremony 
Transfiguration, Feast of the
August 06, Saturday nearest
Rushbearing Festival 
August 06–08
Tanabata (Star Festival) 



August 07
Colombia Battle of Boyacá Day 
Côte d’Ivoire Independence Day 
Kiribati Youth Day 
Purple Heart Day 
Zambia Farmers Day 
August 09
Meyboom 
Singapore National Day
South Africa Women’s Day 
Zimbabwe Heroes’ Day 
August 09, and two adjoining days
St. Herman Pilgrimage
August 10
Borglum (Gutzon) Day
Ecuador Independence Day 
San Lorenzo, Día de 
August 10–12
Perseids 
Puck Fair 
August 11
Chad Independence Day 
St. Clare of Assisi, Feast of
August 12
Glorious Twelfth 
Queen’s Birthday (Thailand)
August 13
Central African Republic Independence 

Day 
Nemoralia 
August 13–15
Congo Independence Day Celebration 
Obon Festival 
August 14
Pakistan Independence Day 
Torta dei Fieschi
V-J Day (Victory over Japan Day)
August 14–15
Mystery Play (Elche)
August 14–16
Pine Battle of Vinuesa
August 15
Assumption of Our Lady (Santa Marija) 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Feast of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary,  

Feast of the (Guatemala) 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary,  

Feast of the (Italy) 



Black Madonna of Jasna Gora, Feast 
of the 

Dozynki Festival 
Korea Liberation Day 
Prince’s Birthday in Liechtenstein 
Zimbabwe Defense Forces Day 
August 15, Sunday nearest
Blessing of the Grapes (Haghoghy 

Ortnootyoon) 
August 15, Sunday after
Running of the Bulls in Mexico 
August 16
Bennington Battle Day 
Daimonji Okuribi (Great Bonfire Event)
Dominican Republic Independence 

Restoration Day 
Palio, Festival of the 
St. Roch’s Day 
August 16, every three years
Neri-Kuyo
August 16, week including
Elvis International Tribute Week 
August 16–18
Gabon Independence Day
August 17
Indonesia Independence Day 
August 17, Monday after
San Martín Day 
August 19
Aviation Day 
Vinalia 
August 20
Estonia Restoration of Independence Day
St. Stephen’s Day (Hungary)
August 20, weekend nearest
Our Lady of Sorrows Festival 
August 21
Consualia 
August 22
Queenship of Mary
August 23
Vulcanalia (Volcanalia)
August 24
Bartholomew Fair 
Liberia Flag Day 
St. Bartholomew’s Day
Ukraine Independence Day
August 24, Sunday of or after
Keaw Yed Wakes Festival 



August 24, or following weekend
Schäferlauf 
August 24, three weeks beginning
Stourbridge Fair
August 25
Uruguay Independence Day
August 26
Anthony (Susan B.) Day
Namibia Heroes Day
August 26, on or near
Mount Fuji Climbing Season, End of 
August 26–27
Chochin Matsuri (Lantern Festival)
August 27
Moldova Independence Day
August 28
St. Augustine of Hippo, Feast of 
August 29
St. John the Baptist, Martyrdom of 
August 30
Long (Huey P.), Day 
St. Rose of Lima’s Day
Turkey Victory Day
August 30 and October 17
Flower Festivals of St. Rose and St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque
August 31
Great Montana Sheep Drive
Kyrgyz Independence Day 
Merdeka Day 
Moldovan Language Day
Polish Solidarity Day 
Trinidad and Tobago Independence Day 
August, usually
Fairhope Jubilee 
August, varies
Emancipation Day Festival 
August, probably
Nemean Games 
August, every other year
Hopi Snake Dance
August, every four years
Pythian Games
August, every 20–25 years
Vignerons, Fête des (Winegrowers’ 

Festival) 
August, Fridays
Pilgrim Progress Pageant
August, early
Cuisinières, Fête des la 



Eisteddfod
Grant’s (Bill) Bluegrass Festival 
Nisei Week 
Old Spanish Days 
Satchmo SummerFest
Spiedie Fest and Balloon Rally 
August, early, Saturday
World Peace Festival
August, early, week in
Craftsmen’s Fair
August, first Sunday
Volksfest 
August, begins first Sunday
Gualterianas, Festas
August, first Monday
British Columbia Day
Bahamas Emancipation Day 
Jamaica Independence Day
Natal Day in Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick Day
August, first Monday through 

following Sunday
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 
August, first Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday
Asheville Mountain Dance and Folk 

Festival 
August, first Friday to second Sunday
Interceltique, Festival 
August, first Saturday
All-American Soap Box Derby 
Hambletonian Harness Racing Classic 
August, begins first Saturday
Nations, Festival of (Montana) 
August, first week
El Salvador del Mundo, Festival of
Great Wardmote of the Woodmen of 

Arden
Handy (W. C.) Music Festival 
Steinbeck (John) Festival 
August, first full weekend
Czech Festival, National 
Gift of the Waters Pageant
Twins Days Festival 
August, first weekend
Billy the Kid Pageant 
Blessed Sacrament, Feast of the 
Dublin Irish Festival 
Emancipation Day (Hutchinson, Kansas)
Icelandic Festival 



Maine Lobster Festival 
Marian Days
Oakley (Annie) Festival 
Sheboygan Bratwurst Days
Sinjska Alka 
Telluride Jazz Festival
Thjodhatid 
August, second Sunday
Hora at Prislop
Mount Ceahlau Feast 
August, second Thursday
Baby Parade 
Bat Flight Breakfast 
Battle of Flowers (Jersey, Channel 

Islands) 
August, second Friday
Burry Man Day 
August, second Friday and Saturday
Goschenhoppen Historians’ Folk Festival 
August, second Saturday
Billiken (Bud) Day
August, second week
Fox Hill Festival
Gallup Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial 
Old Fiddler’s Convention 
August, second full weekend
Ste. Genevieve, Jour de Fête à (Days of 

Celebration)
August, second weekend
Hope Watermelon Festival 
Omak Stampede and Suicide Race 
August, second and third weeks
Marymass Festival 
August, mid–
Drachenstich (Spearing the Dragon) 
Hobo Convention 
JVC Jazz Festival 
Kilkenny Arts Festival 
Meskwaki Powwow 
Sea Islands Black Heritage Festival 
August, nine days in mid–
Hopi Flute Ceremony
August, ends third Sunday
Iowa State Fair 
August, third Saturday
Woodward Dream Cruise 
August, begins third or fourth Sunday
Shepherd’s Fair 
August, third and fourth Sunday; 

every seven years



Assumption of the Virgin Mary, Feast of 
the (Hasselt, Belgium)

August, third full week
Three Choirs Festival 
August, third weekend
Chief Seattle Days 
Crow Fair 
Daimyo Gyoretsu 
Down Home Family Reunion
Indian Market 
Klondike Gold Discovery Day 
Mohegan Homecoming 
Payson Rodeo
Pickle Festival
August, fourth Sunday
First Fruits of the Alps Sunday
August, fourth weekend
Giants, Festival of the (Belgium)
Great American Duck Race 
August, last Sunday
Plague Sunday 
August, last Monday
Bog Snorkelling Championship, World 
August, last Saturday
African Methodist Quarterly Meeting Day 
August, last week
Corn Palace Festival 
Mobile Phone Throwing World 

Championship 
Tomatina (Tomato Battle)
August, last full weekend
Rose of Tralee Beauty Contest
August, last weekend
Goombay! 
Lochristi Begonia Festival 
Parker (Charlie) Jazz Festival 
Stiftungsfest 
Wheat Harvest Festival (Provins, France) 
August, late
Fleadh Cheoil 
Grasmere Sports 
Jeshn (Afghan Independence Day) 
Little League World Series
Mount Hagen Show 
August, late, Saturday in
WCSH Sidewalk Art Festival
August, late, one week in
Buskers’ Festival 
August, late, or early September
Obzinky
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Reed Dance
August, late, or September
Pilgrimage to Moulay Idriss 
August, late, to early September
Freeing the Insects
Helsinki Festival 
Shinju Matsuri Festival
August, late, to Labor Day
Flemington Fair 
August, eight days before full moon in
Taungbyon Spirit Festival 
August, week beginning day after 

full moon
Gai Jatra
August–September
Agwunsi Festival
Canadian National Exhibition 
Carnea 
Homowo 
Lucerne International Festival of Music 
Michigan Renaissance Festival 
August–September, four days 

preceding Labor Day
Chicago Jazz Festival 
August–September, Labor Day 

weekend
Charleston Sternwheel Regatta
August–September, 11 days ending 

Saturday before Labor Day
Tennessee Walking Horse National 

Celebration 
August and September, in odd 

numbered years
Enescu (George) Festival 
September
Ak-Sar-Ben Livestock Exposition and 

Rodeo 
Almabtrieb 
Amherstburg Heritage Homecoming 
Bad Durkheim Wurstmarkt (Sausage 

Fair) 
Big Iron Farm Show and Exhibition
Bull Durham Blues Festival
Caruaru Roundup
Dean (James) Festival 
Fleet Week (San Diego, California) 
Grand Canyon Music Festival 
Joust of the Saracens 
Killing the Pigs, Festival of 
Kuta Karnival



Marriage Fair 
Maryland Seafood Festival 
Miss America Pageant 
Monkey God, Birthday of the 
Mothman Festival 
Netherlands Military Tattoo 
Odwira 
Okpesi Festival
Peace, International Day of 
Royal Shows
United States Open Tennis 
Warsaw Autumn Festival 
September 01
Eritrean Start of the Armed Struggle Day 
Evacuation Day 
Hermit, Feast of the
Libya Revolution Day
Partridge Day
Uzbekistan Independence Day
September 01, Monday–Tuesday 

after Sunday following
St. Giles Fair
September 01–10
Bosra Festival
September 02
San Estevan, Feast of 
Shinbyu 
Vietnam National Day 
V-J Day (Victory over Japan Day) 
September 03
Cromwell’s Day
Qatar Independence Day
St. Marinus Day
Taiwan Armed Forces Day 
September 04, Monday after first 

Sunday after
Horn Dance 
September 04–19
Ludi 
Roman Games (Ludi Romani) 
September 05–07
Ginseng Festival 
September 05–09
Howl! Festival 
September 06
Swaziland Independence Day 
September 07
Brazil Independence Day
Mozambique Lusaka Agreement Day
September 07–09



Piedigrotta, Festival of 
September 08
Andorra National Day 
Evamelunga 
Literacy Day, International 
Macedonian Independence Day
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Feast 

of the (Germany) 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Feast 

of the (Peru)
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Feast 

of the
Nativity of the Theotokos 
Victory Day (Our Lady of Victories Day) 
September 08–15
Serreta, Festa da
September 08–18
Our Lady of Nazaré Festival
September 09
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

Founding Day
Pilgrimage to Shrine of Father Laval
Tajikistan Independence Day 
September 10
Belize National Day 
Gibraltar National Day
September 11
Coptic New Year (Feast of El-Nayrouz) 
Enkutatash 
September 11–13
St. Nichiren’s Pardon, Festival of 
September 12
Defenders’ Day 
September 14
Día de los Charros
Exaltation of the Cross, Feast of the
Nicaragua Battle of San Jacinto Day 
September 14–15
Tono Matsuri 
September 14–16
Tsurugaoka Hachiman Shrine Matsuri 
September 14, Sunday after
Pig’s Face Feast 
September 14, Wednesday, Friday, 

and Saturday following
Ember Days 
September 15
Battle of Britain Day 
Costa Rica Independence Day 
El Salvador Independence Day 



Guatemala Independence Day 
Honduras Independence Day
Keiro-no-Hi (Respect-for-the-Aged Day) 
Nicaragua Independence Day 
September 15, full moon nearest
Mid-Autumn Festival 
Mid-Autumn Festival (Singapore) 
September 15–16
Mexico Festival of Independence
September 15–October 15
Hispanic Heritage Month 
September 16
Cherokee Strip Day
Preservation of the Ozone Layer, 

International Day for the
Papua New Guinea Independence Day 
September 17
Angola National Heroes Day 
Chinkashiki (Fire Control Ceremony)
Citizenship Day 
St. Kitts and Nevis National Heroes Day 
Steuben (Baron Friedrich) Day 
September 17, beginning week
Constitution Week
September 17, week of
Constitution Week (Mesa, Arizona)
September 18
Apparition of the Infant Jesus
September 18, Saturday after
Johnson (Samuel) Commemoration 
September 18–19
Fiestas Patrias
September 19
San Gennaro, Feast of
San José Day Festival 
St. Kitts and Nevis Independence Day 
September 21
Armenia Independence Day 
Belize Independence Day 
Malta Independence Day
September 22
Bulgaria Independence Day
Mali Independence Day
September 22 or 23
Mabon 
September 22–23
Autumnal Equinox 
September 22–24
Aizu Byakko Matsuri 
September 23 or 24, week including



Higan 
September 23, full moon nearest
Harvest Moon Days 
September 24
Cambodia Constitution Day 
Erau Festival
Guinea-Bissau Independence Day 
Mercè, Festa de la 
Schwenkfelder Thanksgiving 

(Gedaechtnisz Tag)
South Africa Heritage Day 
Trinidad and Tobago Republic Day
September 26
Appleseed (Johnny), Birthday of 
Yemen Revolution Days
September 26–October 04
San Francisco, Fiesta of 
September 27
French Community, Feast Day of the (La 

fête de la Communauté française 
de Belgique)

Maskal 
Sts. Cosmas and Damian Day
September 28
Confucius’s Birthday (Teacher’s Day)
Czech Statehood Day (St. Wenceslas 

Day)
St. Vaclav’s Day 
September 28, week including
Cabrillo Day and Festival 
September 29
Election of the Lord Mayor of London 
Michaelmas
Michaelmas (Norway) 
Payment of Quit Rent
Quarter Days 
San Miguel, Fiesta de 
St. Michael’s Day
Tura Michele Fair (Augsburg Day) 
September 29–30
San Geronimo Feast Day 
September 30–October 01
Botswana Independence Day
September, even–numbered years
Dodge (Geraldine R.) Poetry Festival
September, odd–numbered years
Outback Festival 
September, three weeks
Bruckner Festival, International 
September, early



Kakadu Mahbilil Festival
Limassol Wine Festival
Navajo Nation Fair at Window Rock 
Pardon of Nossa Senhora dos Remédios 
Zydeco Music Festival (Southwest 

Louisiana) 
September, early over four days
United Tribes International Powwow
September, early Saturday
Dally in the Alley
September, week before Labor Day
Old-Time Country Music Contest and 

Festival, National 
September, first Sunday
Historical Regatta 
Pffiferdaj
September, week beginning first Sunday
San Roque, Fiesta of 
September, first Monday
Bread and Roses Festival 
Chile National Unity Day 
Labor Day 
September, first Saturday
Braemar Highland Gathering 
September, beginning first Saturday
Århus Festival 
September, first week
Annual Session of the National Baptist 

Convention, USA
Toronto International Film Festival 
September, first weekend
Burning Man Festival 
Shinnecock Powwow 
St. Gens, Festival of (La Fête de St. Gens)
September, Labor Day weekend
Bumbershoot 
Cherokee National Holiday 
Chuckwagon Races, National 

Championship
Ellensburg Rodeo 
Grape Festival 
Hard Crab Derby, National 
Hatch Chile Festival 
Jubilee Days Festival
Louisiana Shrimp and Petroleum Festival 
Mountain Man Rendezvous 
Detroit International Jazz Festival 
Skipjack Races and Land Festival 
Southern 500
Telluride Film Festival 



West Virginia Italian Heritage Festival 
Tell (Wilhelm) Festival 
September, Labor Day weekend, 

Saturday of
Crandall (Prudence) Day
September, Labor Day weekend, 

Sunday of
Klondike International Outhouse Race
September, Labor Day, first Sunday 

after
Grandparents’ Day 
September, Labor Day, weekend 

after
Camel Races, International 
Ohio River Sternwheel Festival
Santa Fe, Fiesta de
Santa Rosalia Fishermen’s Festival 
September, second Sunday
Bilby Day, National 
Watermelon-Eating and Seed-Spitting 

Contest 
September, second Tuesday–

Saturday
McClure Bean Soup Festival 
September, second week
Vendimia, Fiesta de la
September, second weekend
Joust of the Quintain
Knabenschiessen 
Yellow Daisy Festival 
September, second weekend in 

even–numbered years
Living Chess Game (La Partita a Scácchi 

Viventi) 
September, begins second Friday 

after Labor Day
Eastern States Exposition
September, four days ending second 

weekend after Labor Day
Air Races and Air Show, National 

Championship 
September, mid–
Pendleton Round-Up and Happy Canyon
September, mid, biennially
ManiganSes—Festival internationale des 

arts de la marionette 
September, third Sunday
Walloon Regional Day 
September, third Tuesday
Prinsjesdag 



September, third week
Idaho Spud Day
Maafa Commemoration
Nuestra Senora de Peñafrancia, Feast of 
September, third weekend
Acadiens, Festivals 
Castroville Artichoke Festival 
Chilympiad (Republic of Texas Chili 

Cookoff) 
Clearwater County Fair and Lumberjack 

Days
Appleseed (Johnny) Festival 
Wings ’n Water Festival 
Wizard of Oz Festival
September, third or fourth weekend
Monterey Jazz Festival 
September, fourth Saturday
Kiwanis Kids’ Day 
September, last Sunday
Gold Star Mother’s Day
September, last Monday or first 

Monday in October, weekend 
nearest

Custer Buffalo Roundup and Arts Festival 
September, last Friday
Marshall Islands Manit Day (Marshall 

Islands Custom Day)
September, last week
Appleseed (Johnny), Birthday of 
Austen (Jane) Festival
Marshall Islands Lutok Kobban Alele
September, last full weekend
Candy Dance Arts and Crafts Faire
Jordbruksdagarna 
Marion County Ham Days 
Mayberry Days
Valley of the Moon Vintage Festival 
September, last weekend
Artcar Fest
Galway Oyster Festival 
Kunta Kinte Heritage Festival 
Louisiana Sugar Cane Festival 
September, last weekend, to first 

week in October
Mountain State Forest Festival 
September, weekend after fourth 

Friday
Miwok Acorn Festival 
September, late
Eleusinian Mysteries



September, four days in late
Bonneville Speed Week 
September, ten days in late
Carthaginians and Romans Fiesta 
September, weekend in late
Bayfest 
September, late, or early October
Cantaderas, Las 
September, late, or early October, to 

mid–January
Kurijmoj
September, late, or October
Basket Dance 
September, late, to early October
Bratislava Music Festival 
Carnival of Flowers
Middfest International 
Oktoberfest 
Rumi Festival 
State Fair of Texas 
September or October
Cow Fights 
Phchum Ben 
Rally Day 
Yam Festival at Aburi 
September–October
Aloha Festivals
Budapest Music Weeks
Cure Salée 
Thimphu Tsechu 
September–November, odd–

numbered years
Istanbul Festivals, International 
September–December
Ayerye Festival 
Paris Autumn Festival (Festival 

d’Automne) 
Autumn
Aztec Rain Festival 
Harvest Home Festival
Klo Dance 
Min, Festival of 
Ngoc Son Temple Festival 
Autumn, late
Keretkun Festival
Autumn, late, or early Winter
Navajo Night Chant 
Autumn, every four years
Folklore, National Festival of



o
C
T
o
b
e
R

Fall and Spring
Green Festivals
October
Black Cowboys Parade
California Avocado Festival 
Dahlonega Gold Rush Days 
Fleet Week (Hampton Roads, Virginia)
Fleet Week (San Francisco, California) 
Georgia Peanut Festival 
Keene Pumpkin Festival 
Latina, Fiesta 
Misisi Beer Feast 
Nagoya City Festival 
Natchez Spring and Fall Pilgrimages 
Nino Fidencio Festival 
North American Wife-Carrying 

Championship 
October Feasts 
Our Lady Aparecida, Festival of 
Potato Days
Royal Shows
Shishi Odori (Deer Dance)
World Rock Paper Scissors 

Championship 
World Series 
October 01
Cyprus Independence Day 
Older Persons, International Day of 
Nigeria National Day
Tuvalu Independence Day
October 01–02
China National Days
October 01 and April 01
San Marino Investiture of New Captains 

Regent
October 02
Gandhi Jayanti (Mahatma Gandhi’s 

Birthday) 
Guardian Angels Day 
Guinea Independence Day 
October 03
German Unification Day 
Honduras Soldiers’ Day
Korea National Foundation Day 
Leiden Day 
Wolfe (Thomas) Festival
October 03–04
St. Francis of Assisi, Feast of 
October 04
Lesotho Independence Day
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Mozambique Peace Day
Native American Music Awards 

(Nammys) 
San Francisco’s Day (Lima, Peru)
October 04–06
Chochin Matsuri (Lantern Festival)
October 04–10
World Space Week
October 05
Han’gul Day 
Portugal Republic Day
October 06
Armed Forces Day (Egypt) 
German-American Day 
Ivy Day 
Kiribati World Teachers’ Day 
October War of Liberation 

Anniversary 
St. Thomas’s Day
October 07–09
Okunchi Matsuri 
October 08
Croatia Independence Day 
St. Demetrius’s Day
October 09
Hanagasa Odori
Leif Erikson Day 
St. Denis’s Day 
Uganda Independence Day
October 09, week including
Fire Prevention Week, National 
October 09–10
Takayama Matsuri
October 10
Double Tenth Day 
Oklahoma Historical Day 
Taiiku-no-Hi 
October 10, Monday after
Cuban Anniversary of the Beginning of 

the Wars of Independence 
Fiji Day 
Kenya Moi Day 
Pack Monday Fair  
Workers’ Party of North Korea, Founding 

of the 
October 11
Macedonian National Uprising Day (Day 

of Macedonian Uprising in 1941; 
Macedonian Revolution Day)

Pulaski Day

wHeRe TimiNG TRUlY is eveRYTHiNG 
iNTeRNeT, Cell pHoNes RelY 
oN mAsTeR CloCk’s pReCisioN

by monte Reel
washington post staff writer
Tuesday, July 22, 2003; page b01

Harold Chadsey spends his days helping determine the official time observed by the U.S. 
Department of Defense and, as a result, the rest of the country. He is working to develop 
clocks accurate to a few hundred trillionths of a second. He monitors the temperature 
around some of his more delicate pieces of timekeeping equipment because he fears even a 
half-degree swing might throw them out of whack.

But ask him what time his watch says.

“It’s never right,” said Chadsey, a physicist with the Time Service Department at the U.S. 
Naval Observatory. “Just as long as it’s halfway close, so I don’t miss a TV show or show 
up really late for work, I’m okay.”

It’s something of a smokescreen, the casual attitude toward his watch. Because Chadsey, as 
much as anyone, knows that a highly accurate measurement of time has become the invis-
ible axis on which much of the modern world turns, an axis that no one could have foreseen 
when the Time Service Department became the de facto source of the nation’s standard time 
in the late 1800s.

Back then, the most important application of accurate time-telling was ensuring that the 
arrivals and departures of ships were coordinated and that trains didn’t crash into one 
another. But times—and the nature of time itself—have changed.

“When I ask people what their need is for precise time, most people say about one minute 
[off], and every once in a while someone might say one second,” said Capt. Dave Gillard, 
superintendent of the Naval Observatory.

“And I say, ‘Oh, really? You don’t use the Internet? You don’t use a cell phone?’ 
All those things wouldn’t work if our clocks didn’t have this level of accuracy.”



October 12
Columbus Day
October 12, Sunday closest to
Italian Heritage Parade 
October, Columbus Day weekend
Cranberry Harvest Festival 
October, Columbus Day, first 

weekend after
Half Moon Bay Art and Pumpkin Festival
October 12
Equatorial Guinea Independence Day 
Virgin of the Pillar, Feast of the 
October 13
Our Lady of Fátima Day 
October 14
Yemen Revolution Days
October 14 and July 13
Svetitskhovloba 
October 14–15
Kenka Matsuri (Roughhouse Festival) 
October 14–15, every two years
Kawagoé Matsuri
October 15
October Horse Sacrifice 
St. Teresa’s Day 
October 16
World Food Day 
October 17
Black Poetry Day
Burgoyne’s (John) Surrender Day 
Eradication of Poverty, International Day 

for the 
Haiti Anniversary of the Death of Jean-

Jacques Dessalines 
October 17 and August 30
Flower Festivals of St. Rose and St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque 
October 18
Alaska Day 
Azerbaijan Independence Days 
October 18–28
Señor de los Milagros 
October 19
Bettara-Ichi 
Martyrs of North America, Feast of the 
Yorktown Day 
October 20
Bab, Birth of the 
Ebisu Festival 
Guatemala Revolution Day 

The source of that accuracy is the country’s Master Clock, which has a lot more in common 
with a collection of computer hard drives than with anything that might be found hanging on 
the kitchen wall. It blinks behind a windowed vault in Building 78 at the Naval Observatory 
and is connected to a network of more than 50 atomic clocks with estimated margins of error 
less than a billionth of a second per day. The Master Clock essentially represents the average 
of all of the clocks in the ensemble. The time determined by the Master Clock is then used, 
through a variety of methods, to set the time for the networks that control cellular telephone 
transmissions and those that regulate information flow on the Internet.

Why is that important? Well, for example, when someone makes a cellular telephone call, 
the sound of the speaker’s voice is broken up into tiny packets of digitized data. Each of 
those packets is encoded with a time stamp. After the data packets are effectively shipped 
through the telephone network, computers reassemble them according to their time stamps. 
If one of the packets comes out of order, it isn’t heard, and there is a tiny gap in the conver-
sation. So to preserve the illusion of instantaneous transmissions, it’s essential that the time 
stamps are accurate to a few millionths of a second.

There are military applications as well, and because this is a Department of Defense opera-
tion, the applications drive a lot of the research and development. New generation precision 
missiles are guided by the Defense Department’s satellite-based NAVSTAR global position-
ing system. Each satellite in the system has four atomic clocks on board, and those clocks 
are compared with those in Building 78 twice a day to make sure they’re accurate to the 
billionth of a second. If GPS used time scales less accurate, say to a thousandth of a second, 
its margin of error would equal roughly the distance between Washington and Richmond. 
As it is, the military’s GPS is generally accurate to plus or minus 10 feet, said Geoff Chester, 
spokesman for the Naval Observatory.

There are about 50 other such timekeeping agencies in the world, but none has more atomic 
clocks than the Time Service Department. The clocks are spread out among several rooms 
at the Naval Observatory and tethered to computer lines that spill out from them in tangles. 
Twenty-seven scientists monitor them to make sure they’re working properly.

Every month, readings from the office’s atomic clocks are sent to the International Bureau of 
Weights and Measures in Sevres, France, where they are averaged in with readings from the 
world’s other timekeeping agencies to compute Universal Time, formerly called Greenwich 
Mean Time.



Kenyatta Day 
October 21
Black Christ, Festival of the
Trafalgar Day 
October 22
Abu Simbel Festival 
Hi Matsuri (Fire Festival) 
Jidai Matsuri (Festival of the Ages) 
October 23
Chulalongkorn Day 
Hungary Republic Day 
Swallows of San Juan Capistrano 
October 24
Pennsylvania Day 
United Nations Day 
World Development Information Day 
Zambia Independence Day 
October 24–30
Disarmament Week
October 25
Grenada Thanksgiving Day
St. Crispin’s Day 
October 26
Angam Day 
Austria National Day 
St. Demetrius’s Day 
October 27
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

Independence and Thanksgiving 
Day 

October 27–28
Turkmenistan Independence Day 
October 28
Czechoslovak Independence Day 
Ochi Day 
St. Jude’s Day 
October 29
Turkey Republic Day 
October 29–31
Sihanouk’s (King) Birthday (Former 

King’s Birthday and King Sihamoni 
Coronation Day) 

October 30
Angelitos, Los 
October 31
Apple and Candle Night 
Halloween
Halloween (Ireland) 
Halloween (New Orleans, Louisiana) 
Halloween (Scotland) 

“Because we operate more atomic clocks than any other single institution in the world, we 
constitute about 50 percent of the weighted average,” Chester said.
So, if these clocks are so important, what would happen if some disaster befell them? Would 
the Internet freeze and all cell phones be silenced? Would time as we know it stop?

They’re not that important, Chadsey said. For example, each hour the atomic clocks in 
Washington are used to synchronize 12 other atomic clocks in Boulder, Colo., at the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, and those clocks easily could provide a 
backup if something happened to the clocks in Washington, he said.

“There’s a lot of redundancy and failsafe measures built in,” Chester said.

The atomic clocks work on the same principle as the watch Chadsey wears on his wrist. The 
watch tells time by counting the oscillations of a quartz crystal when an electrical current 
hits it and translating those oscillations into seconds. The oscillations in a quartz crystal tend 
to be fairly consistent, but they’re wildly erratic compared with the steady oscillations emit-
ted by the highly predictable cesium atom, which is what atomic clocks count.

When the Time Service Department started, its scientists looked skyward to the stars to fig-
ure out the time, and then they dropped a large ball from atop the observatory’s roof at noon 
so the public could set timepieces to it. Back then, the department was in Foggy Bottom 
along the Potomac River, and ship captains relied on the ball drop to maintain accurate 
chronometers used for navigation.

Over the next century, the dissemination of the department’s official time evolved. In the 
late 1800s, the office began sending a time signal over Western Union telegraph lines, 
which kept the nation’s railroads synchronized.

In the early 1900s, time signals from a Naval Observatory clock first were sent via radio 
towers near Fort Myer in Virginia, a system that was improved and automated throughout 
the century. Now, disseminating the standard time as determined by the Master Clock is 
most commonly done via GPS or over digital networks such as the Internet, Chester said.

“Nobody envisioned that there would ever be a need to figure time precisely to the nanosec-
ond (a billionth of a second) when we started,” Gillard said. “Now we’re at the point where 
people are starting to knock on the door and say, ‘Hey, have you got anything better?’”

Want the official time? Call 202-762-1401.



Halloween (Isle of Man)
Reformation Day
October 31–November 02
All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 

(Guatemala)
October, even-numbered years
Shilla (Silla) Cultural Festival 
October, Sunday
Our Lady of the Rock, Festival of 
October, each Sunday
Pilgrimage of Our Lady of Valme
October, three weeks
Cervantes Festival, International 
October, early
Chamizal Festival 
October, first Sunday
Agua, La Fiesta de
Grandparents’ Day
Pulaski Day
River to Reef Festival 
Rosary, Festival of the
St. Michael’s Day
October, first Monday
Eight-Hour Day
October, begins first Thursday
Riley (James Whitcomb) Festival 
October, first Friday
Lantern Night at Bryn Mawr College 
October, first Saturday
Battle of Germantown, Reenactment of 
Red Flannel Festival 
Tarantula Fest and Barbecue 
October, first full week
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta 
Boone (Daniel) Festival 
October, first full weekend
Paul Bunyan Show 
Whole Enchilada Fiesta 
October, first weekend
Great Locomotive Chase Festival
Marino Wine Festival 
Storytelling Festival, National
October, first weekend, usually
Shiprock Navajo Nation Fair
October, first two weeks
Sibelius Festival 
October, second Sunday
Círio de Nazaré 
Jousting Tournament 
St. Dismas’s Day 

fractalisation, despair and suicide

In the net economy flexibility has evolved into a form of the fractalisation of labour. 
Fractalisation means fragmentation of time-activity. The worker does not exist any 
more as a person. He is just the interchangeable producer of micro-fragments of 
recombinant semiosis which enters into the continuous flux of the network. Capital 
is no longer paying for the availability of the worker to be exploited for a long 
period of time, is no longer paying a salary covering the entire range of economic 
needs of a working person. The worker (a mere machine possessing a brain that can 
be used for a fragment of time) is paid for his punctual performance. The working 
time is fractalised and cellularised. Cells of time are on sale on the net, and the cor-
poration can buy as many as it needs. The cell phone is the tool that best defines the 
relationship between the fractal worker and recombinant capital.
 Cognitive labour is an ocean of microscopic fragments of time, and cellulari-
sation is the ability to recombine fragments of time in the framework of a single 
semi-product. The cell phone can be seen as the assembly line of cognitive labour. 
This is the effect of the flexibilisation and fractalisation of labour: what used to be 
the autonomy and the political power of the workforce has became the total depen-
dence of cognitive labour on the capitalist organisation of the global network. This 
is the central nucleus of the creation of semiocapitalism. What used to be refusal of 
work has became a total dependence of emotions, and thought on the flow of infor-
mation. And the effect of this is a sort of nervous breakdown that strikes the global 
mind and provokes what we are accustomed to call the dotcom-crash.
 The dotcom-crash and the crisis of financial mass-capitalism can be viewed as 
an effect of the collapse of the economic investment of social desire. I use the word 
collapse in a sense that is not metaphorical, but rather a clinical description of what 



White Sunday
October, two weeks beginning 

second Sunday
Festa da Luz (Festival of Light) 
October, second Monday
Columbus Day
Thanksgiving 
October, second Tuesday
Cranberry Day Festival 
October, second Saturday
Eldon Turkey Festival
Eo e Emalani i Alaka i Festival 
World Wristwrestling Championships 
October, second week
Frankfurt Book Fair (Buchmesse)
Norsk Høstfest 
October, second weekend
Hunters’ Moon, Feast of the 
Madison County Covered Bridge Festival 
Ozark Folk Festival
Shrimp Festival, National 
Tucson Meet Yourself Festival
October, second weekend in odd–

numbered years
Swedish Homage Festival 
October, mid–
Heritage Holidays 
Open Marathon, International 
Peanut Festival, National
Ukrainian Harvest Festivals 
October, third Monday
Hurricane Supplication Day 
Jamaica National Heroes Day
October, third Saturday
Bridge Day 
Sweetest Day 
October, third week
Texas Rose Festival 
October, third full weekend
Boggy Bayou Mullet Festival 
October, third weekend
Bluegrass Fan Fest
Moore (Billy) Days 
St. Mary’s County Oyster Festival 
October, fourth Sunday
Mother-in-Law Day 
October, fourth Friday
Niue Peniamina Gospel Day
October, last Sunday
Saffron Rose Festival

is going on in the western mind. I use the word collapse in order to express a real 
pathological crash of the psycho-social organism. What we have seen in the period 
following the first signs of economic crash, in the first months of the new century, is 
a psychopathological phenomenon, the collapse of the global mind. I see the present 
economic depression as the side-effect of a psychic depression. The intense and pro-
longed investment of desire and of mental and libidinal energies in labour has created 
the psychic environment for the collapse which is now manifesting itself in the field of 
economic recession, in the field of military aggression and of a suicidal tendency.

 The attention economy has became an important subject during the first years 
of the new century. Virtual workers have less and less time for attention , they are 
involved in a growing number of intellectual tasks, and they have no more time to 
devote to their own life, to love, tenderness, and affection. They take Viagra because 
they have no time for sexual preliminaries. The cellularisation has produced a kind 
of occupation of life. The effect is a psychopathologisation of social relationships. The 
symptoms of it are quite evident: millions of boxes of Prozac sold every month, the 
epidemic of attention deficit disorders among youngsters, the diffusion of drugs like 
Ritalin among children in the schools, and the spreading epidemic of panic. Franco “Bifo” 

Berardi
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October, last Thursday
Punky (Punkie) Night
October, last Saturday
Guavaween 
October, last week
London Bridge Days
Pirates Week 
October, last weekend
World Creole Music Festival 
October, late
Delaware Big House Ceremony 
Impruneta, Festa del 
Szüret 
Voodoo Music Experience 
Wexford Festival Opera 
October, late, or November
Reversing Current, Festival of the (Water 

Festival; Bonn Om Tuk) 
October, late, through early November
Belfast Festival 
October, Saturday nearest the full moon
Ironman Triathlon Championships 
October–November
American Royal Livestock, Horse Show 

and Rodeo 
Punkin Chunkin World Championship 
Quebec City Festival of Sacred Music
Styrian Autumn (Steirischer Herbst) 
Thesmophoria 
Warri Festival, National 
October–November, every two years
Arts and Crafts Fair, International 
October or November
Gwangiu Kimchi Festival 
October–December
Europalia
October and April, two events
Morija Arts and Cultural Festival 
November
American Indian Heritage Month 
Arabic Music Festival 
Black Storytelling Festival and 

Conference, National 
Haile Selassie’s Coronation Day
Heurigen Parties 
Kenya Skydive Boogie 
Mobile International Festival 
Tori-no-ichi (Rooster Festival)
Wangala (Hundred Drums Festival) 
Wuwuchim 

There again it’s the same illusory ideology that when the world is reduced to noth-
ing and we have everything at hand, we’ll be infinitely happy. I believe just the 
opposite—and this has already been proven—that we’ll be infinitely unhappy 
because we will have lost the very place of freedom, which is expanse. All current 
technologies reduce expanse to nothing. They produce shorter and shorter dis-
tances—a shrinking fabric. Now, a territory without temporality is not a territory, 
but only the illusion of a territory. It is urgent that we become aware of the political 
repercussions of such a handling of space-time, for they are fearsome. The field of 
freedom shrinks with speed. Paul Virilio and Sylvére Lotringer, Pure War

A clear principle in the history of calendar-making is that those in power make the 
calendar. A key sign of sovereignty is the power to declare a holiday. […] Calendars 
negotiate between the heavens and the state, and orient us to time and eternity. 
Their basic unit is the year, as the basic unit of the clock is the day. Both devices 
mimic, with imperfect precision, the motions of the heavens and earth and thus 
fulfill, even in a secular world, the classic religious function of providing a mean-
ingful orientation to the universe. John Durham Peters, Calendar, Clock, Tower

At the end of the year the one-acre farmer of long ago spent January, February, and 
March hunting rabbits in the hills. Though he was called a poor peasant he still had 
this kind of freedom. The New Year’s holiday lasted about three months. Gradually 
this vacation came to be shortened to two months, one month, and now New Year’s 
has come to be a three day holiday.
 The dwindling of the New Year’s holiday indicates how busy the farmer has 
become and how he has lost his easy-going physical and spiritual well being. There is 
no time in modern agriculture for a farmer to write a poem or compose a song. Masanobu 

Fukuoka, The One-Straw Revolution



November 01
Algeria National Day 
All Saints’ Day 
All Saints’ Day (France) 
All Saints’ Day (Louisiana) 
Antigua and Barbuda Independence Day 
Author’s Day, National 
Cross-Quarter Days 
Enlighteners, Day of the (Den na 

Buditelite) 
Fire Festivals
Leaders of the Bulgarian National Revival 

Day (National Enlighteners Day) 
Samhain (Samain) 
November 01–02
All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day (Peru) 
November 02
All Souls’ Day 
All Souls’ Day (Cochiti Pueblo) 
Balfour Declaration Day 
Día de los Muertos 
November 03
Bunka-no-Hi (Culture Day)
Dominica Independence Day 
Meiji Setsu
Panama Independence Days
St. Hubert de Liège, Feast of 
November 04
Mischief Night 
Rogers (Will) Day
Tonga National Day 
November 04–17
Ludi 
Plebeian Games (Ludi Plebeii) 
November 05
Bonfire Night 
Día del Puno
Fawkes (Guy) Day 
November 05-11
Veterans Homecoming (Branson, 

Missouri) 
November 06
Gustavus Adolphus Day (Gustaf 

Adolfsdagen) 
November 06, or nearest weekend
Leonhardiritt (St. Leonard’s Ride) 
November 07
Bolshevik Revolution Day
Tunisia New Era Day (Ben Ali’s Accession 

to Power) 
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November 08
Michaelmas
Saints, Doctors, Missionaries, and 

Martyrs Day 
St. Michael’s Day
November 09
Cambodia Independence Day 
Iqbal (Muhammad), Birthday of 
St. John Lateran, Feast of the Dedication 

of 
November 09–10
Kristallnacht (Crystal Night)
November 10
St. Martin’s Eve (Estonia) (Mardi Päev) 
November 10–11
Martinsfest 
November 10, Sunday closest to
Edmund Fitzgerald Anniversary
November 11
Angola Independence Day
Concordia Day
Gansabhauet
Martinmas
Martinmas (Ireland) 
Polish Independence Day 
Quadrilles of San Martin 
St. Martin’s Day (Portugal) 
St. Mennas’s Day
Veterans Day 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Anniversary 
November 11 and preceding week
Veterans Day (Emporia, Kansas) 
November 11 through Shrove Tuesday
Karneval in Cologne
November 12
Baha’u’llah, Birth of 
Stanton (Elizabeth Cady) Day
Sun Yat-sen, Birthday of
Timor Santa Cruz Massacre Day 

(National Youth Day) 
November 13
St. Frances Cabrini, Feast of 
November 15
Brazil Proclamation of the Republic Day 
German-Speaking Community, Feast 

Day of the 
King’s Birthday (Belgium)
St. Leopold’s Day 
November 15 or nearest Sunday
Shichi-Go-San (Seven-Five-Three 



Festival) 
November 15, Sunday nearest, to 

December 24
Advent
November 17
Marshall Islands President’s Day
Queen’s Day (England) 
Students’ Fight for Freedom and 

Democracy, Day of (Struggle for 
Freedom and Democracy Day, 
World Students’ Day)

November 18
Haiti Battle of Vertières’ Day
Latvia Independence Day 
Morocco Independence Day 
November 18–19
Oman National Day 
November 19
Discovery Day 
Equal Opportunity Day 
Garifuna Settlement Day
November 20
Africa Industrialization Day 
November 21
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Feast of the 
November 22
Lebanon National Day 
St. Cecilia’s Day 
November 23
Repudiation Day 
St. George’s Day
November 25
Bosnia and Herzegovina Statehood Day 
Evacuation Day 
Manger Yam 
St. Catherine’s Day 
St. Catherine’s Day (Estonia)
 Suriname Independence Day 
November 26
Baha’i Day of the Covenant
November 28
Abdu’l-Baha, Ascension of 
Albania Independence Day
Chad Republic Day
Mauritania Independence Day
Panama Independence Days
Timor-Leste Proclamation of 

Independence Day 
November 29



Liberian President W. V. S. Tubman’s 
Birthday 

Solidarity with the Palestinian People, 
International Day of

St. Andrew’s Eve (Noc Swietego Andreja) 
Vanuatu Unity Day
November 30
Barbados Independence Day 
Eton Wall Game
St. Andrew’s Day
Yemen Independence and National Days 
November 30, Sunday nearest, to 

December 24
Advent
Advent (Germany) 
November, usually
Mani Rimdu 
November, every four years
Asian Games 
November, early
An tOireachtas 
Sango Festival 
State Opening of Parliament 
Veterans Pow Wow
November, early, to late January
Winter Festival of Lights 
November, first Sunday
New York City Marathon 
November, first Monday, begins 

Friday before
Wurstfest (Sausage Festival) 
November, first Tuesday
Melbourne Cup Day
November, Tuesday after first Monday
Election Day 
November, Thursday after U.S. 

Election Day
Return Day 
November, first Saturday
Sadie Hawkins Day
November, first Saturday, on or around
Hogbetsotso Festival
November, first full weekend
Terlingua Chili Cookoff 
November, first weekend
Vintage Computer Festivals 
November, second Sunday
Quintaine, La 
Stewardship Sunday
Veterans Day 



November, second Saturday
Lord Mayor’s Show 
Räben-Chilbi
November, mid–
Independence of Cartagena City Day
Jayuya Festival of Indian Lore 
November, mid–, to January
Lights, Festival of 
November, third Thursday
Great American Smokeout 
November, third weekend
Elephant Round-Up 
Tellabration
Trois Glorieuses 
November, Sunday before Advent
Christ the King, Feast of
November, fourth Sunday
Umoja Karamu
November, fourth Monday
Bible Week, National
Zwiebelmarkt (Onion Market) 
November, fourth Thursday
Immaculate Conception, Feast of the
Thanksgiving 
November; Friday and Saturday 

after Thanksgiving
Chitlin’ Strut
November, Thanksgiving week
World’s Championship Duck-Calling 

Contest and Wings Over the Prairie 
Festival 

November, Thanksgiving weekend
Bayou Classic 
November, last Thursday
Pilgrim Thanksgiving Day (Plymouth, 

Massachusetts) 
November, last week
River Kwai Bridge Week 
November, late
Angkor Photography Festival
Bard of Armagh Festival of Humorous 

Verse 
Grey Cup Day 
November, late, or early December
Shalako Ceremonial 
November, late, through New Year
Natchitoches Christmas Festival 
November or December
Sahara National Festival 
November–December
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Davis Cup
Dom Fair 
Monkey Party
Ngondo Festival
November–December; Sunday 

before Advent
Stir-Up Sunday 
November–January
Kwafie Festival 
November–February
Bella Coola Midwinter Rites 
Kwakiutl Midwinter Ceremony
December
Capac Raymi 
Country Dionysia 
Ginem 
Itul 
Lighting of the National Christmas Tree 
Santon Fair 
December 01
Central African Republic Independence 

Day 
Seton (Mother) Day
Portugal Restoration of Independence 

Day
Romania National Day
World AIDS Day 
December 02
United Arab Emirates National Day 
December 03
Disabled Persons, International Day of
December 04
Siaosi Tupou I (King) Day 
St. Barbara’s Day 
December 05
Discovery Day 
Faunalia
Volunteer Day for Economic and Social 

Development,
International 
King’s Birthday (Thailand) 
St. Sava’s Day
December 06
Finland Independence Day 
St. Nicholas’s Day 
St. Nicholas’s Day (Greece)
December 07
Armenia Earthquake Memorial Day
Burning the Devil 
Pearl Harbor Day 



Timor-Leste Anniversary of the 
Indonesian Invasion 

December 08
Beaches, Day of the (Día de las Playas) 
Hari-Kuyo (Festival of Broken Needles)
Immaculate Conception, Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, Feast of the 

(Argentina) 
Immaculate Conception, Feast of the 

(Malta) 
Immaculate Conception, Feast of the 

(Mexico) 
Uzbekistan Constitution Day 
December 09
Antigua National Heroes Day 
Tanzania Independence Day
December 10
Nobel Prize Ceremony
Thailand Constitution Day 
December 11
Burkina Faso Republic Day
December 12
Jamhuri (Kenya Independence Day)
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Feast of (United 

States)
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fiesta of 
St. Spyridon (Spiridion) Day
December 13
Malta Republic Day 
St. Lucy’s Day 
Susuharai (Soot Sweeping) 
December 13, Wednesday, Friday, 

and Saturday following
Ember Days 
December 14
St. Spyridon (Spiridion) Day
December 14–28
Halcyon Days
December 14 to January 06
Christmas Bird Count
December 15
Bill of Rights Day
Consualia 
Dukang Festival
December 16
Bahrain National Day
Bangladesh Victory Day
Reconciliation, Day of
December 16–24
Misa de Gallo 



Posadas 
December 17
Wright Brothers Day
December 17–23
Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade 
Saturnalia 
December 17, week leading up to
Urs of Jelaluddin al-Rumi (Whirling 

Dervish Festival)
December 18
Closing the Gates Ceremony
Niger Republic Day 
Our Lady of Solitude, Fiesta of
St. Modesto’s Day 
December 19
Opalia 
December 21
Doleing Day 
Dongji (Winter Solstice) 
St. Thomas’s Day
December 21, on or around
Homeless Persons’ Remembrance Day, 

National 
December 21, at least seven days 

including
Chaomos
December 21 or 22
Forefathers’ Day 
Juul, Feast of
December 21–22
Summer Solstice 
Winter Solstice 
December 22
Soyaluna (Hopi Soyal Ceremony) 
St. Frances Cabrini, Feast of
Toji (Winter Solstice) 
Yule
Zimbabwe National Unity Day 
December 22, 23, and 24
Christmas Eve Bonfires 
December 23
Festivus 
Japanese Emperor’s Birthday 
Larentalia 
New Year for Trees 
Night of the Radishes 
St. Thorlak’s Day 
Winter Solstice (China)
December 23–24
Giant Lantern Festival 



December 24
Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve (Baltics)
Christmas Eve (Bethlehem) 
Christmas Eve (Denmark) (Juleaften) 
Christmas Eve (Finland) (Jouluaatto) 
Christmas Eve (France) (Veille de Noël) 
Christmas Eve (Italy) (La Vigilia)
Christmas Eve (Moravian Church) 
Christmas Eve (Switzerland) (Heiliger 

Abend) 
Christmas Shooting
“Silent Night, Holy Night” Celebration 
Tolling the Devil’s Knell
Wigilia 
December 24–25
Koledouvane 
December 24-26
Grande, Fiesta 
December 25
Christmas 
Christmas (Greece) 
Christmas (Malta)
Christmas (Marshall Islands) 
Christmas (Puerto Rico) 
Christmas (Romania) (Craciun) 
Christmas (South Africa) 
Christmas (Spain) (Pascua de Navidad)
Christmas (Sweden) (Juledagen) 
Christmas (Syria)
Crossing of the Delaware
Quarter Days 
Yule
December 25, around
Ass, Feast of the
December 25, weekend before 

Christmas
Carriacou Parang Festival
December 25–26
Christmas (Norway) 
December 25–January 05
Russian Winter Festival 
December 25–January 06
Christmas Pastorellas (Mexico)
Yancunú, Fiesta del 
December 26
Boxing Day
Flight into Egypt 
Junkanoo Festival 
St. Stephen’s Day



Sumamao, Fiesta de
December 26–January 01
Kwanzaa
December 27
Fossey (Dian) Day
St. John the Evangelist’s Day 
December 28
Holy Innocents’ Day
Holy Innocents’ Day (Belgium) 

(Allerkinderendag)
December 28, around
St. Gabriel, Feast of
December 28–January 01
Fools, Feast of
December 29
Black St. Benito, Fiesta of the 
December 30
Rizal Day
December 31
Candlewalk
Christmas Shooting
First Night (Boston, Massachusetts) 
Hogmanay 
Ladouvane 
New Year’s Eve 
New Year’s Eve (Brazil) 
New Year’s Eve (Ecuador)
New Year’s Eve (Germany) 

(Silvesterabend)
New Year’s Eve (Spain) 
Old Silvester 
Omisoka 
St. Sylvester’s Day
St. Sylvester’s Day (Madeira) 
Watch Night (Bolden, Georgia)
Watch Night Service 
December, early, through December 24
Christkindlesmarkt 
December, first Friday
Ghana Farmers’ Day
Marshall Islands Gospel Day 
December, begins first Friday
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 
December, first Saturday
Country Christmas Lighted Farm 

Implement Parade 
Greenwood (Chester) Day
Noel Night 
December, first weekend
Wilderness Woman Competition 
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December, second Saturday
Old Saybrook Torchlight Parade and 

Muster 
December, mid–
Mevlana, Festival of 
December, mid–, weekend in
Escalade (Scaling the Walls) 
December; third Sunday before 

Christmas
Children’s Day (former Yugoslavia) 
December, week after Christmas
Turon 
December, last week in
Cali Fair (Sugar Cane Fair, Salsa Fair)
December, late, or early January
Haloa 
December or January
Ncwala
December, January, or February
Elfstedentocht
December–January
Hmong New Year 
Kalakshetra Arts Festival 
Rogonadur 
December–January; beginning 

of Advent to Sunday after 
Epiphany

Blowing the Midwinter Horn 
December–February, weekend in
Bishwa Ijtema
December–April
Adam’s Peak, Pilgrimage to
December–August, biannually
Odo Festival 
December (Winter Weekend 

Festival) and May (Main 
Festival)

Jacob’s Ladder 
Winter, end of
Navajo Mountain Chant 

Chronological Index
Movable Days
The index below lists entries that are 
observed according to the dates of 
non-Gregorian calendars, including the 
Jewish calendar and Hindu calendar, 
as well as movable Christian holidays 
that depend on the date of Easter. Hindu 
dates
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are approximate, since some Hindu sects 
begin reckoning new months at the new 
moon, while others begin reckoning from 
the full moon.
           The listings for each month are 
followed by listings of other calendar 
dates, including those of the lunar 
Chinese and Buddhist calendars, and 
dates according to the Islamic and 
Zoroastrian calendars.

GREGORIAN DATES
JANUARY–FEBRUARY
January–February; Magh, (Sikh)
Maghi
January–February; Magha
Magh Sankranti 
January–February; Magha, three to 

12 days
Thaipusam (Thai Poosam)
January–February; Magha, fifth day 

of waxing half
Vasant Panchami (Basant Panchami)
January–February; Magha, eighth 

day of waxing half
Bhishma Ashtami 
January–February; Magha, night of 

full moon
Float Festival 
January–February; Magha, full 

moon day
Magha Purnima
January–February; Magha, fourth 

day of the waning half
Sakata Chauth 
January–February; Magha, 14th and 

15th day of waning half
Risabha’s Nirvana and Mauni Amavasya 
January–February; Magha, 15th day 

of waning half
Mauni Amavasya 
January–February; Magha, three to 

12 days
Thaipusam (Thai Poosam)
January–February, every seven 

years (2005, 2012, 2019, . . .)
Coopers’ Dance 
January–February; three weekends 

before Shrove Tuesday
Nice Carnaval
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January–March; before Lent
Carnival
January 02 to Ash Wednesday night
Carnival (Martinique and Guadeloupe) 
January 06 to Ash Wednesday
Carnival (Hungary) (Farsang) 
January 16 and February 13, 

between; Shevat 15
Tu Bishvat (Bi-Shevat; B’Shevat; 

Hamishah Asar Bishevat) 
January 26 and March 03, begins 

between; week before Ash 
Wednesday

Schemenlauf 
January 29 and March 04, begins 

between; Thursday before 
Shrove Tuesday

Carnival Thursday 
January 30 and March 05, begins 

between; four days before Ash 
Wednesday

Carnival (Brazil)
January 31 and March 04, begins 

between
Charro Days Fiesta 
January and March, begins 

between; week before Carnival
Kiddies’ Carnival 
FEBRUARY–MARCH
February and March, between; week 

before Ash Wednesday
Carnival of Ivrea Orange-Throwing Battle
Carnival of Oruro, Bolivia
February–March
Carnival (Argentina)
Carnival in Bolivia 
Carnival (Mexico) 
Carnival (Peru)
February–March; Magha, full moon day
Masi Magham 
February–March; Phalguna, 11th 

day of waxing half
Amalaka Ekadashi 
February–March; Phalguna, 14th 

day of waxing half
Holi 
Shivaratri
February–March; Phalguna, full 

moon day
Dol Purnima



February–March; before Ash 
Wednesday

Carnival Lamayote
Carnival (Malta)
February–March; four days before 

Ash Wednesday
Carnival (Panama) 
February–March; Friday through 

Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday

Carnival (Colombia) 
February–March; Saturday 

through Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday

Carnival (Goa, India) 
February–March; two weeks before 

Ash Wednesday
Mardi Gras 
February–March, the week before 

Ash Wednesday
Butter Week (Russia)
February–March; three days before Ash 

Wednesday
Carnival (Aruba) 
Carnival (Haiti) 
Carnival (Portugal) 
Carnival (Spain)
Carnival (Switzerland) 
February–March; Tuesday of Carnival 

week
St. Martin’s Carnival
February 02 and March 08, between; 

Monday before Ash Wednesday
Fastelavn 
Rose Monday 
Shrove Monday 
February 02 and March 08, between; 

Monday before Shrove Tuesday
Collop Monday 
February 02 and March 08, between; 
Monday–Tuesday before Ash  

February–March; three days before 
Ash Wednesday

Carnival (Aruba) 
Carnival (Haiti) 
Carnival (Portugal) 
Carnival (Spain)



Carnival (Switzerland) 
February–March; Tuesday of 

Carnival week
St. Martin’s Carnival
February 02 and March 08, 

between; Monday before Ash 
Wednesday

Fastelavn 
Rose Monday 
Shrove Monday 
February 02 and March 08, between; 

Monday before Shrove 
Tuesday

Collop Monday 
February 02 and March 08, between; 

Monday–Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday

Trinidad and Tobago Carnival 
February 02 and March 08, 

between; two days before Ash 
Wednesday

Fasching 
February 03 and March 09, 

between; Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday

Brauteln 
February 03 and March 09, begins 

between, and ends on Shrove 
Tuesday night

Carnival (Venice) 
February 03 and March 09, begins 

between, Tuesday or Thursday 
before Lent

Paczki Day 
February 03 and March 09, between; 

before Shrove Tuesday
Carnival of Binche
Fastens-een 
Kopenfahrt (Barrel Parade) 
Mardi Gras (France) 
Pancake Day
Shrove Tuesday 
Shrove Tuesday (Pennsylvania Dutch) 
Shrove Tuesday (Bohemia) 
Shrove Tuesday (Estonia)
Shrove Tuesday (Finland) 
Shrove Tuesday (Netherlands) 
February 03 and March 09, between; 

Sunday before Ash Wednesday
Shrovetide (Norway) (Fastelavn) 
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February 04 and March 10, between 
Ash Wednesday

Burial of the Sardine 
February 04 and March 10, begins 

between
Lent 
February 04 and March 10, 

between; Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturday following Ash 
Wednesday

Ember Days 
February 05 and March 11, between; 

day after Ash Wednesday
Fritter Thursday
February 06 and March 12, between; 

Friday following Shrove 
Tuesday

Nippy Lug Day 
February 08 and February 28, 

between; Sunday before 
Eastern Lent

Cheese Sunday
February 08 and February 28, 

between; week before Lent
Cheese Week (Sima Sedmitza) 
February 08 and March 14, between; 

first Sunday in Lent
Chalk Sunday
Quadragesima Sunday
Buergsonndeg 
February 25 and March 25, between; 

Adar 14
Purim 
February–April; weekends in Lent
Rara (Ra-Ra) 
February–May, Sundays in Eastern 

Orthodox Lent
Sunday of Orthodoxy
Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas 
Sunday of the Holy Cross 
Sunday of St. John Climacos 
Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt
February–May, Saturdays in Eastern 

Orthodox calendar
Soul Saturdays (Saturday of Souls) 
MARCH–APRIL
March–April; Caitra, every 10–15 years
Mahamastakabhishekha (Grand Head-

Anointing Ceremony)

XV.
The consciousness of exploding the continuum of history is peculiar to the revo-
lutionary classes in the moment of their action. The Great Revolution introduced 
a new calendar. The day on which the calendar started functioned as a historical 
time-lapse camera. And it is fundamentally the same day which, in the shape of 
holidays and memorials, always returns. The calendar does not therefore count time 
like clocks. They are monuments of a historical awareness, of which there has not 
seemed to be the slightest trace for a hundred years. Yet in the July Revolution an 
incident took place which did justice to this consciousness. During the evening of 
the first skirmishes, it turned out that the clock-towers were shot at independently 
and simultaneously in several places in Paris. An eyewitness who may have owed 
his inspiration to the rhyme wrote at that moment:

Qui le croirait! on dit, 
qu’irrités contre l’heure 
De nouveaux Josués 
au pied de chaque tour, 
Tiraient sur les cadrans 
pour arrêter le jour.
[Who would’ve thought! As though
Angered by time’s way
The new Joshuas
Beneath each tower, they say
Fired at the dials
To stop the day.]”
Walter Benjamin, Theses on the Concept of History
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March–April; Caitra
Hanuman Jayanti
March–April; Caitra, 10 days
Caitra Purnima
March–April; Caitra, 1st–18th days
Gangaur
March–April; Caitra, first day of 

waxing half
Gudi Padva 
March–April; Caitra, eighth day of 

waxing half
Ashokashtami
Sitala Ashtami 
March–April; Caitra, ninth day of 

waxing half
Ramanavami (Ram Navami) 
March–April; Caitra, 13th day of 

waxing half
Mahavira Jayanti 
March–April; Caitra, eight days 

before full moon
Caitra Parb 
March–April; Caitra, 10 days 

including full moon day
Panguni Uttiram (Panguni Uthiram) 
March–April; Nisan, first Wednesday 

every 28 years
Blessing the Sun (Birchat Hahamah)
March–April; fourth Sunday in Lent
Mothering Sunday 
March–April; Palm Sunday weekend
Calico Pitchin’, Cookin’, and Spittin’ 

Hullabaloo 
March–April; Monday before Easter
Señor de los Temblores Procession 
March–April; Easter eve
Easter Fires 
March–April, Easter weekend
Opal Festival
March–April; one week during the 

Easter season
Royal Easter Show 
March–April; during the Easter season
Rand Show 
March–April; week after Easter
Merrie Monarch Festival 
March 01 and April 04, between; 

Laetare Sunday (three weeks 
before Easter)

Carnival of the Laetare

For pleasure has only ever existed by default. To begin with it was shoved into the 
decent obscurity of night, into the cupboard, into your dreams, the inner world 
which is not abroad in the light of day, which is the measured light of work-time. 
But production quotas have ended up subjecting the secret world of desire to the 
scanners of their selfseeking science and, since it is impossible to abolish desire, 
economic necessity is instructed to obtain maximum profitable usage. The trans-
formation, by constraint and work, of actions and behaviour which have long 
remained outside the immediate orbit of the economy, shows clearly enough that 
the mercantile process evolves only by appropriating life, and uncovering only 
what it can exploit. Nothing will escape its voracious appetite if humanity becomes 
increasingly strange to itself.
 Do not tell me that you are celebrating the last days of the old world in advance. 
To wait patiently, even impatiently, for the final somersault of this society that gob-
bles us and drags us down the whirlpool of its long agony, is the way dead men pass 
the time. You promised yourselves the jubilee you are dying of waiting for so long 
ago, that all you have left is the desire to die. You spend as much time prophesying 
the apocalypse as a civil servant in calculating his future promotions. Like him, you 
have managed to find the market in boredom interesting. Raoul Vaneigem, The Book of Pleasures



Groppenfasnacht (Fish Carnival) 
March 08 and April 07, between; 

fourth Sunday in Lent
Mid-Lent (Italy) 
Pretzel Sunday
March 08 and April 11, between
Carling Sunday 
March 08 and April 11, between; 

fourth Sunday in Lent
Mi-Carême 
March 11 and April 15, begins 

between; four successive 
Thursdays before Orthodox 
Easter

Springtime Festival 
March 15 and April 18, between; 

Sunday before Easter
Fig Sunday 
Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday (Austria) 
Palm Sunday (Finland)
Palm Sunday (Germany) (Palmsonntag)
Palm Sunday (Italy) (Domenica delle 

Palme)
Palm Sunday (Netherlands) 

(PalmZondag)
Palm Sunday (United States) 
March 15 and April 18, beginning 

between, through between 
March 22 and April 25;

Palm Sunday through Easter Monday
Easter Festival (Osterfestspiele) 
March 15 and April 18, between
Holy Week 
Holy Week (Czech Republic) 
Holy Week (Haiti) 
Holy Week (Mexico) 
Holy Week (Panama) 
Holy Week (Portugal) (Semana Santa) 
Holy Week (Philippines) 
Moriones Festival 
March 15 and April 18, between; 

during Holy Week
Semana Criolla (Gaucho Festival) 
March 15 and April 18, between; 

Palm Sunday to Easter
Semana Santa (Guatemala) 
March 15 and April 18, between; 

Tuesday before Easter
Prisoners, Feast of the



March 19 and April 22, between; 
Wednesday before Easter

Spy Wednesday 
March 19 and April 22, between; 

Thursday before Easter
Maundy Thursday 
March 19 and April 22, between; 

Thursday and Friday before 
Easter

Passion Play at Tzintzuntzan
March 19 and April 22, beginning 

between; Thursday to Saturday 
before Easter

Silent Days
March 20 and April 23, between; 

Friday before Easter
Good Friday 
Good Friday (Belgium) (Goede Vrijdag)
Good Friday (Bermuda)
Good Friday (England)  
Good Friday (Italy) 
Good Friday (Mexico) (Viernes Santo) 
Good Friday (Poland) (Wielki Piatek) 
Good Friday (Spain) 
Pleureuses, Ceremony of
March 21 and April 24, between; day 

before Easter
Carling Sunday 
Holy Saturday 
Holy Saturday (Mexico) (Sábado de 

Gloria) 
March 22 and April 25, between; 

Easter
Burning of Judas 
March 22 and April 25, between
Easter 
Easter (Yaqui Indians)
Easter (Bulgaria) 
Easter (Chile) 
Easter (Czech Republic) 
Easter (Germany) (Ostern) 
Easter (Hollywood, California)
Easter (Italy) (La Pasqua)
Easter (Norway) (Paske) 
Easter (Poland) (Wielkanoc)
Easter (Spain) 
Easter (Sweden) (Påskdagen) 
Easter (Netherlands) (Paschen, Paasch 

Zondag)
March 22 and April 25, between; 
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Easter Sunday and Monday
Vlöggelen
March 23 and April 26, between; 

Monday after Easter
Bottle Kicking and Hare Pie Scramble, 

Annual
Easter Egg Roll
Easter Monday
Easter Monday (Netherlands)
Georgiritt (St. George’s Parade)
Moldova Memorial Easter (Moldova 

Grave-Visiting Day)
March 22 and April 25, between; 

week after Easter
Messiah Festival
March 26 and April 23, between; 

Nisan 14
Firstborn, Fast of the
March 26 and Apr 29, between; 

Thursday after Easter
Khamis al-Amwat 
March 27 and April 24, begins 

between; Nisan 15–21 (or 22)
Passover
March 27 and Apr 30, between; 

Saturday before Palm Sunday
Lazarus Saturday
St. Lazarus’s Day
March 28 and Apr 25, between; day 

after Passover
Maimona (Maimuna) 
March 28 and May 01 in the East, 

between; Sunday before Easter
Palm Sunday 
March 28 and May 01, between
Holy Week 
March 29 and May 02, between; 

Sunday after Easter
Low Sunday 
March and May, between; during 

Caitra or Vaisakha
Meenakshi Kalyanam (Chitrai Festival) 
APRIL–MAY
April–May; Vaisakha
Pooram 
Rato (Red) Machhendranath
April–May; Vaisakha, first day
Vaisakh
April–May; Vaisakha, third day of waxing 

half



A
Y

Akshya Tritiya 
Parshurama Jayanti
April–May; Vaisakha, beginning on 

third day of waxing half and 
lasting 42 days

Chandan Yatra
April–May; Vaisakha, ninth day of 

waxing half
Janaki Navami 
April–May; 14th day of waxing half 

of Hindu month of Vaisakha
Narsimha Jayanti
April–May; Vaisakha, fifth or 10th 

day of waxing half
Shankaracharya Jayanti 
April–May; Vaisakha, full moon day
Bun Bang Fai (Boun Bang Fay; Rocket 

Festival) 
Vesak (Wesak; Buddha’s Birthday) 
April–May; second Monday after 

Easter
Blajini, Feast of the (Sarbatoarea 

Blajinilor) 
April–May; third through fifth 

Sundays after Easter
Octave of Our Lady, Consoler of the 

Afflicted 
Apr 01 and May 05, between; 

Thursday before Easter
Maundy Thursday 
Apr 04 and May 08, between
Easter
Easter (Cyprus)
Easter (Egypt)
Easter (Russia) (Paskha)
Easter (Ukraine)
Apr 05 and May 09, between; 

Monday after Coptic Easter
Sham el-Nessim
Apr 05 and May 09, between; 

second Monday to Tuesday 
after Easter

Hocktide 
Apr 07 and May 18, between; third 

Tuesday after Easter
Ropotine (Repotini)
April 08 and May 06, between; Nisan 

27
Holocaust Memorial Day
April 13 and May 17, between; 9th day 
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after Eastern Orthodox Easter
Radunitsa 
April 15 and May 13, between; Iyyar 4
Yom ha-Zikkaron
April 16 and May 14, between; Iyyar 5
Israel Independence Day 
Apr 18 and May 21, between; fourth 

Friday after Easter
Store Bededag
Apr 27 and May 31, between; Monday 

before Ascension Thursday
Going to the Fields (Veldgang) 
Apr 29 and June 02, between; 25th day 

after Easter
Rousa, Feast of 
Apr 29 and June 02, between; eve of 

Ascension Day
Planting the Penny Hedge
Apr 30 and June 03, between; 40 days 

after Easter
Ascension Day (Portugal) 
Ascension Day 
Festa del Grillo
Holy Thursday
Apr 30 and June 03, between; 

Ascension Day
Banntag 
Dew Treading
Holy Blood, Procession of the
Apr 30 and June 03, between; Monday 

to Wednesday before Ascension 
Day

Rogation Days 
MAY–JUNE
May–June; during the Sikh month 

of Jaith
Guru Arjan, Martyrdom of 
May–June; Jyestha
Ganga Dussehra
May–June; Jyestha, sixth day of 

waxing half
Sithinakha 
May–June; Jyestha, eighth day of 

waxing half
Jyestha Ashtami
May–June; Jyestha, 11th day of 

waxing half
Nirjala Ekadashi 
May–June; Jyestha, full moon day
Poson 
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Sanghamita Day 
Snan Yatra 
May–June; Jyestha, 13th day of 

waning half
Savitri-Vrata (Savitri Vow)
May–June; seventh Thursday after 

Easter
Semik
May–June; Friday before Pentecost 

to Tuesday following
Pilgrimage of the Dew 
May–June; around Pentecost (50 

days after Easter)
Divine Holy Spirit, Festival of the (Festa 

do Divino) 
May–June; Pentecost or Trinity 

Sunday, Sunday after Pentecost
Rousalii 
May–June; first Sunday after Pentecost
All Saints’ Day
May–June; second Saturday after the 

second Sunday after Pentecost
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Feast of the
MAY–JUNE
Pilgrimage to Qoyllur Riti 
May–June, Whit–Monday week
Walking Days
May 03 and June 06, between; week 

preceding Pentecost
Penitents, Procession of the (Spain)
May 08 and June 11, between; 

Pentecost
Meistertrunk Pageant (Master Draught 

Pageant)
May 09 and June 06, between; Iyyar 28
Yom Yerushalayim 
May 09 and June 12, between; 

Saturday before Pentecost
All Souls’ Day 
Kallemooi 
Luilak
May 10 and June 13, between; 50 

days after Easter
Cavalhadas 
Kataklysmos, Feast of (Festival of the 

Flood) 
Merchants’ Flower Market 
Pentecost 
Pinkster Day
May 11 and June 14, between; 
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Monday after Pentecost
Cheese Rolling
Matrimonial Tea Party 
Whit-Monday (Whitmonday) 
May 12 and June 15, between; Whit 

Tuesday
Dancing Procession
Ram Roasting Fair
May 16 and June 13, between; Sivan 

6–7
Shavuot (Shabuoth)
May 17 and June 20, between; 

Monday after Pentecost in 
East, Sunday after in West

Trinity Sunday 
May 21 and June 24, between; 

Corpus Christi
Decorated Horse, Procession of the 
May 21 and June 24, between; first 

Thursday after Corpus Christi
Lajkonik
May 21 and June 24, between; 

Thursday after Trinity Sunday
Corpus Christi 
Corpus Christi (England)
Corpus Christi (Germany) 

(Fronleichnamsfest) 
Corpus Christi (Mexico)
Corpus Christi (Switzerland) 

(Fronleichnamsfest) 
Corpus Christi (Venezuela) 
May 22 and June 25, between; 

Friday after Corpus Christi
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Feast of the 
May 24 and June 27, between
Pentecost 
May 24 and June 27, between; 50 

days after Easter
Kneeling Sunday 
JUNE–JULY
June–July; Har (Sikh)
Guru Har Krishan, Birthday of
June–July; Asadha, second day of 

waxing half
Rath Yatra 
June–July; Asadha, 10 days and 

nights prior to full moon day
Kataragama Festival 
June–July; Asadha, full moon day
Guru Purnima
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June–July; Asadha, every 20 years 
on the full moon day of the 
intercalary month

Kokila Vrata 
June–July to October–November; 

full moon of Asadha to the full 
moon of Karttika

Vatsa (Ho Khao Slak) 
June 17 and July 24, between; 

Tammuz 17
Tammuz, Fast of the 17th of (Shivah Asar 

be-Tammuz) 
June 17 and July 24, begins 

between, and ends between 
July 17 and August 14; from

Tammuz 17 until Av 9
Three Weeks 
June–July; seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost
Nusardil 
JULY–AUGUST
July–August; Sravana, seventh day 

of the waxing half
Tulsidas Jayanti (Birthday of Tulsidas) 
July–August; Sravana, 11th day of 

waxing half
Putrada Ekadashi 
July–August; Sravana, waxing half
Naag Panchami 
July–August; Sravana, 17 days 

preceding full moon
Jhulan Yatra 
July–August; Sravana, the day 

before and the full moon day
Devi Dhura
July–August; Sravana, full moon day
Amarnath Yatra 
Nariyal Purnima (Coconut Day) 
Raksha Bandhan 
July–August; Sravana, third day of 

waning half
Marya
Teej (Tij; Green Teej) 
July–August; Sravana, 14th day of 

waning half
Ghanta Karna (Gathyamuga) 
July 17 and August 14, between; Av 9
Tisha be-Av
July 23 and August 21, between; Av 15
15th of Av (Tu be-Av; Hamishah Asar b’Av) 
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AUGUST–SEPTEMBER
Mid–August; last day of Hindu 

month of Sravana
Jhapan Festival (Manasa Festival) 
August–September; Bhadrapada
Paryushana
Rasa Leela Festival
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

during
Avani Mulam 
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

every 60
Kapila Shashti
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

four days
Onam
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

about nine days during
Tirupati Festival
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

three days during
Tarnetar Mela 
August–September; Bhadrapada, fifth 

to 13th day of the waxing half
Dasa Laksana Parvan (Time of the 10 

Characteristics)
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

fifth day of waxing half
Rishi Panchami 
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

12th day
Vaman Dwadashi
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

14th day of waxing half
Anant Chaturdashi 
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

waxing half
Ganesh Chathurthi 
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

new moon day
Janmashtami (Krishnastami; Krishna’s 

Birthday)
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

waning half
Gokarna Aunsi
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

third day of waning half
Panchadaan 
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August–September; Bhadrapada, 
sixth day of waning half

Halashashti  
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

eighth day of waning half
Radha Ashtami 
August–September; Bhadrapada, 

last Thursday
Bera Festival 
August–September; Bhadrapada, end
Visvakarma Puja 
SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER
September–October; Bhadrapada, 

end of, to early Asvina
Indra Jatra 
September–October; Asun (Sikh), 

during
Guru Granth Sahib, Installation of the 
Guru Ram Das, Birthday of
September–October; Asvina
Lakshmi Puja 
September–October; Asvina, near 

the 10th day of waxing half
Rama Leela Festival 
Durga Puja 
September–October; Asvina, waning 

half
Pitra Visarjana Amavasya 
September–October; Asvina, first 

day of waning half
Ksamavani 
September–October; Asvina, full 

moon day
Kojagara 
Sharad Purnima
Valmiki Jayanti
September–October; Tishri between 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur

Teshuvah
September–October; Tishri 01
Trumpets, Feast of
September 06 and October 04 

between; Tishri 01 and 02
Rosh Hashanah 
September 08 and October 06, 

between; Tishri 03 (first day 
following Rosh Hashanah)

Gedaliah, Fast of (Tsom Gedalyah, Tzom 
Gedaliahu) 
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September 15 and October 13, 
between; Tishri 10

Yom Kippur 
September 20 and October 18, 

begins between; Tishri 15–21
Sukkot (Sukkoth, Succoth)
September–October; Tishri 22
Last Great Day 
September 20 and October 18, 

beginning between; night 
following the first day of 
Sukkot and each night of the 
festival thereafter

Water-Drawing Festival 
September 27 and October 24, 

between; Tishri 21
Hoshana Rabbah
September 27 and October 25, 

between; Tishri 22
Shemini Atzeret 
September 28 and October 26, 

between; Tishri 22 or 23
Simhat Torah 
OCTOBER–NOVEMBER
October–November; Kartika
Kartika Snan
October–November; Kartika, first day
Annakut Festival 
October–November; Kartika, sixth 

day of the waxing half
Surya Sashti 
October–November; Kartika, 11th 

day of waxing half
Devathani Ekadashi 
October–November; Karitika, full 

moon day
Guru Parab 
Kartika Purnima 
Pushkar Mela 
October–November; Kartika, fourth 

day of waning half
Karwachoth 
October–November; Kartika, 13th 

day of waning half
Dhan Teras 
October–November; Kartika, 14th 

day of waning half
Narak Chaturdashi 
October–November; Kartika, 15th 

day of waning half
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Dewali (Divali, Deepavali, Festival of 
Lights) 

October–November; Kartika, waning 
half

Tihar
NOVEMBER–DECEMBER
November–December; Magar, 

during (Sikh)
Guru Tegh Bahadur, Martyrdom of 
November–December; Margasirsa 

(Agrahayana)
Nabanna 
November–December; Margasirsa, 

11th day of waxing
Gita Jayanti 
November–December; Margasirsa, 

full moon day
Dattatreya Jayanti 
November–December; Margasirsa, 

eighth day of the waning half
Bhairava Ashtami 
November–December; Margasirsa, 

11th day of the waning half
Vaitarani 
November 25 and December 26, 

between; Kislev 25 to Tevet 2
Hanukkah (Chanukah)
December–January
December–January; Pausa (Poh), 

during (Sikh)
Guru Gobind Singh, Birthday of 
December–January; Pausa, eighth 

day of waning half
Rukmini Ashtami 
December–January; Pausa, 10th day 

of the waning half (Jain)
Parshva, Birthday of 
December 13 and January 10, 

between; Tevet 10
Asarah be-Tevet (Fast of the 10th of 

Tevet)
CHINESE AND BUDDHIST 
CALENDAR DATES
First Tibetan lunar month, first day
Losar 
First lunar month
Dosmoche 
First lunar month, first day
Lunar New Year
Narcissus Festival 



Sol
First lunar month, first seven days
Tet 
First lunar month, 2nd–15th days
Spirit Burying
First lunar month, fourth day
Lantern Festival (Yuan Hsiao Chieh)
First lunar month, 4th–25th days
Monlam (Prayer Festival) 
First lunar month, ninth and 10th days
Making Happiness Festival
First lunar month, 13th day
Lim Festival 
First lunar month, 15th day
Bridge Walking (Dari Balgi) 
Burning the Moon House 
Butter Sculpture Festival 
Taeborum (Daeboreum)
Torch Fight 
First lunar month, 16th–18th days
Sugar Ball Show (Sugar-Coated Haws 

Festival) 
First lunar month, 18th day
Star Festival 
First lunar month, 19th day
Rat’s Wedding Day 
Second and eighth lunar months
Sokjon-Taeje Memorial Rites 
Second lunar month, first day
Wind Festival 
Second lunar month, second day
Bok Kai Festival 
Second lunar month, 10th–15th days
Paro Tsechu
Third lunar month, fourth or fifth day
Qing Ming Festival (Ching Ming Festival)
Third lunar month, fifth day
Thanh-Minh 
Third lunar month, 10th day
Vietnam Ancestors Death Anniversary
Third lunar month, 19th day
Goddess of Mercy, Birthday of the
Third lunar month, 23rd day
Matsu, Birthday of 
Tin Hau Festival 
Third lunar month, full moon night
Magha Puja (Maka Buja, Full Moon Day) 
Third lunar month, end of, to 10th 

day of fourth lunar month
Cheung Chau Bun Festival 



Fourth lunar month, eighth day
Lantern Festival (Korea)
Tam Kung Festival 
Fourth lunar month, eighth and 

ninth days
Third Prince, Birthday of the
Fifth lunar month, fifth day
Doan Ngu (Summer Solstice Day)
Dragon Boat Festival 
Tano Festival (Dano-nal; Swing Day) 
Tuan Wu (Double Fifth) 
Fifth lunar month, 14th day
Boat Race Day (Okinawa, Japan) 
Fifth lunar month, 14th–16th days
Universal Prayer Day (Dzam Ling Chi 

Sang) 
Sixth lunar month, sixth day
Airing the Classics
Sixth lunar month, 13th day
Lu Pan, Birthday of
Sixth lunar month, 15th day
Yudu Nal
Sixth lunar month, 24th day
Lotus, Birthday of the
Sixth lunar month, 24th–26th days
Torch Festival 
Seventh lunar month, seventh day
Chilseog (Seventh Evening) 
Seven Sisters Festival 
Seventh lunar month, 15th day
Baekjung 
Seventh lunar month, full moon or 

15th day
Ullambana (Hungry Ghosts Festival; All 

Souls’ Feast) 
Eighth lunar month, first full moon
Asanha Bucha Day (Asanha Puja Day)
Eighth lunar month, 15th day
Chuseok (Gawi or Hangawi) 
Mid-Autumn Festival 
Eighth lunar month, 18th day
Qiantang River Tidal Bore Watching 

Festival, International 
Eighth lunar month, 29th day
Seged 
Ninth lunar month, first nine days
Nine Imperial Gods, Festival of the
Vegetarian Festival 
Ninth lunar month, ninth day
Chung Yeung 



Ninth lunar month, including ninth day
Chrysanthemum Festival
10th lunar month
Izumo-taisha Jinzaisai
Ngan Duan Sib (10th Lunar Month 

Festival) 
10th lunar month, first day
Sending the Winter Dress 
10th lunar month, fifth day
Ta Mo’s Day 
10th lunar month, 19th day
Goddess of Mercy, Birthday of the
10th lunar month, 25th day
Lights, Festival of (Ganden Ngamcho) 
11th lunar month
Dongji (Winter Solstice) 
12th lunar month
Boun Phan Vet 
12th lunar month, eighth day
Mochi No Matsuri
12th lunar month, full moon
Loi Krathong 
12th lunar month, last day of 

Tibetan year
Mystery Play (Tibet) 
ISLAMIC CALENDAR DATES
Muharram 01
Islamic New Year
Muharram 01–10
Ashura
Muharram 05–06–07
Urs of Baba Farid Shakar Ganj 
Muharram 09
Taziyeh 
Muharram 10
Hosay Festival 
Safar
Mandi Safar 
Safar 14–16
Shah Abdul Latif Death Festival 
Safar 18
Grand Magal of Shaykh Amadou Bamba 
Safar 18–19
Data Ganj Baksh Death Festival 
Mawlid al-Nabi (Maulid al-Nabi; Prophet’s 

Birthday) 
Safar 20
Arbaeen
Safar 28
Holy Prophet and the Martyrdom of Imam   



Hasan, Death Anniversary of the
Rabi al–Awwal 01
Maldives National Day 
Rabi al–Awwal 12
Lamp Nights (Kandil Geceleri, Candle 

Feasts) 
Seka10 
Rajab 01–06
Lamp Nights (Kandil Geceleri, Candle 

Feasts) 
Urs Ajmer Sharif 
Rajab 13
Imam Ali’s Birthday 
Rajab 27
Lamp Nights (Kandil Geceleri, Candle 

Feasts) 
Laylat al-Miraj 
Sha’ban 15, eve of
Laylat al-Bara’ah (Shab-Barat) 
Sha’ban 15
Lamp Nights (Kandil Geceleri, Candle 

Feasts) 
Shab-Barat
Twelfth Imam, Birthday of the 
Ramadan, two weeks before 

beginning of
Mulid of Shaykh Yusuf Abu el-Haggag 

(Moulid of Abu el-Haggag) 
Ramadan
Ramadan
Ramadan, full moon
Boys’ Dodo Masquerade 
Ramadan 21
Imam Ali’s Martyrdom, Anniversary of 
Ramadan 27
Lamp Nights (Kandil Geceleri, Candle 

Feasts) 
Ramadan, one of the last 10 days
Laylat al-Qadr 
Ramadan, end of
Lanterns Festival 
Shawwal 01
Id al-Fitr (Eid)
Id al-Fitr (Nigeria) 
Shawwal 25
Imam Sadiq’s Martyrdom, Anniversary of 
Dhu al–Hijjah 08–13
Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj) 
Dhu al–Hijjah 09
Libya Day of Arafa 

One day a missionary, rambling through a Nanking suburb, found he had forgotten 
his watch and asked a boy for the time.
 This imp of the Celestial Empire at first hesitated but then, thinking better, 
replied, “I’ll check.” Moments later, he reappeared carrying a fat cat, and peering 
(as it’s put) into its eyes, reported forthwith, “It’s not quite noon.” Which was  
correct. Charles Baudelaire, Paris Spleen
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Dhu al–Hijjah 10
Sallah (Salah) Festival
Dhu al–Hijjah 10–12
Id al-Adha (Feast of Sacrifice; Eid)
ZOROASTRIAN CALENDAR DATES
Frawardin 01
Jamshed Navaroz (Jamshed Navroz) 
Frawardin 06
Khordad Sal 
Frawardin 19
Frawardignan, Feast of
Ardwahist 03
Ardwahist, Feast of 
Ardwahist 11–15
Maidyozarem (Maidhyoizaremaya; Mid-

Spring Feast)
Hordad 06
Hordad, Feast of
Tir 11–15
Maidyoshahem (Maidhyoishema; Mid-

Summer Feast) 
Tir 13
Tiragan
Amurdad 07
Amurdad, Feast of 
Shahrewar 04
Shahrewar, Feast of 
Shahrewar 26–30
Paitishahem (Patishahya; Feast of 

Bringing in the Harvest) 
Mihr 01
Mithra, Feast of 
Mihr 16
Mihragan
Mihr 26–30
Ayathrem (Ayathrima; Bringing Home the 

Herds) 
Aban 10
Aban Parab
Adar 09
Adar Parab 
Adar 13
Ta’anit Esther (Fast of Esther) 
Dae 01, 08, 15, 23
Dae, Feasts of 
Dae 11
Zarthastno Diso 
Dae 16–20
Maidyarem (Maidhyairya; Mid-Year or 

Winter Feast) 

For dogs, smell tells time. Perspective, scale and distance are, after a fashion, inol-
faction—but olfaction is fleeting. . .Odors are less strong over time, so strength 
indicates newness; weakness, age. The future is smelled on the breeze that brings air 
from the place you’re headed. 

In the 1960s an astrophysicist named Thomas Gold proposed that time’s arrow was 
pointed in one direction by the law of thermodynamics; the flow of heat away from 
stars and into space. As the process cannot be reversed, as light and heat cannot 
flow backwards into the sun, it transcends the principle of reversibility. He reasoned 
further that not only is time’s arrow directed by this process, but that time also 
relies on the expansion of the universe to keep soaking up the heat released by the 
stars. [...] If, at some point in the future, the universe should stop expanding (and 
many cosmologists believe it will), if the expansion of the universe eventually 
succumbs to the inevitable force of gravity, then radiation will start to converge 
instead of dissipating. At which point, Gold suggested, time will begin to run 
backwards and everything that has ever happened will happen again, only in 
reverse. Christopher Dewdney, The Soul of the World



Vohuman 02
Vohuman, Feast of
Spendarmad 05
Spendarmad, Feast of 
Spendarmad 26–30
Farvardegan Days 
MISCELLANEOUS DATES
March; Esfand 29
Iran Petroleum Nationalization 

Anniversary 
March–April; Farvardin 12
Iran Islamic Republic Day 
June; Khordad 14
Khomeini (Ayatollah), Death Anniversary 

of 
September–October; full moon of 

Thadingyut
Thadingyut 
During Mayan month of Xul
Chickaban 
280th day of the Aztec year; end of 

14th month
Quecholli
Kasone full moon day
Kasone Festival of Watering the Banyan 

Tree 
Tazaungmone full moon day
Tazaungdaing
21st day of the Javanese month  

of Mulud
Pilgrimage to the Tomb of Sunan Bayat 



The ancient Greeks had two words for time, chronos and kairos. While the former 
refers to chronological or sequential time, the latter signifies a time in between, a 
moment of indeterminate time in which something special happens. What the spe-
cial something is depends on who is using the word. Wikipedia, “Kairos”

What do we know when we have kairos? The most beautiful definition of kairos I 
know occurs in the Corpus Hippocratum, which characterizes it in relation to chro-
nos. It reads: chronos esti en ho kairos kai kairos esti en ho ou pollos chronos, “chronos 
is that in which there is kairos, and kairos is that in which there is little chronos.” 
Look at the extraordinary interlacing of these two concepts, they are literally placed 
within each other. Kairos (which would be translated banally as “occasion”) does 
not have another time at its disposal; in other words, what we take hold of when 
we seize kairos is not another time, but a contracted and abridged chronos. The 
Hippocratic text continues with these words: “healing happens at times through 
chronos, other times through kairos.” That messianic “healing” happens in kairos is 
evident, but this kairos is nothing more than seized chronos. Giorgio Agamben, The Time That Remains

 
At about 9pm the first barricades went up spontaneously. Everyone recognized 
instantly the reality of their desires in that act. [...]
 Capitalized time stopped. Without any trains, metro, cars or work the strik-
ers recaptured the time so sadly lost in factories, on motorways, in front of the TV. 
People strolled, dreamed, learned how to live. Desires began to become, little by 
little, reality. For the first time youth really existed. René Viénet



I am retired now and live in a mountain hut in the orchard. I have closed my farm 
to the public so that I can better cherish the time left to me. The best part of living 
a retired life on the mountain, isolated from news of the outside world, is that I 
have a different sense of time. I hope, as the days go by, that I will be able to experi-
ence a day as a year. Then, like the tribal people I met in Somalia, I will not know 
how old I am.
 These days I try to imagine that I am one hundred years old... or even two 
hundred. Masanobu Fukuoka, The One-Straw Revolution
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